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The fate of one of Colenso’s “scraps”
By Clem Earp
On 31 January 1853, Colenso wrote to Sir William Hooker:
If the specimens now sent should prove to be of
any service, I shall be glad that this last letter from
your Son has been delayed; as, had it come earlier
(before I had finished putting up) I should, I think,
have hesitated at the propriety of troubling you
with any more; and to this conclusion I should
have been mainly drawn through Dr. Hooker’s
own statement: – “I assure you that miscellaneous
scraps such as you sent and all so carefully numbered are not worth the time and trouble of looking over … do spare yourself the trouble and expense of collecting such things”.

The figure shows the specimen, on which you will have to look fairly hard to see
the minuscule dots of black fungus. Evidently a scrap which Hooker was keen to
dispose of elsewhere.

So saying, Colenso accompanied the letter with another
huge collection, some of which were undoubtedly valuable
specimens, while others would probably have been considered by the Hookers as more scraps.
Recently, while trawling through the Paris herbarium
online portal for specimens of Asplenium bulbiferum, I
came across one donated by Sir William. Although there
was no mention of Colenso, one of the two labels on the
sheet was in blue paper and had familiar writing on it:
“4485 Fungus”. Sure enough, on consulting Colenso’s
Collections, there on p. 284 was the entry: “ 4485. Black
Fungus on Asplenium bulbiferum, ditto”.

Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris (France). Collection: Vascular plants (P).
Specimen P01473431. http://coldb.mnhn.fr/catalognumber/mnhn/p/p01473431
[cropped from original]
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Colenso’s Whangārei: going south and west
By Clem Earp
In a previous article,1 I attempted to identify where within the inner part of the present-day city of Whangārei were located the placenames noted by Colenso, viz.
Pīhoi, Ratu and Kauika. The present article looks at the placenames Waiariki,
Maunu, Ōtaika and Waiiti. These represent localities on the way to the south and
west of Whangārei city and just outside it.

no longer used, the whole river being usually referred
to nowadays as the Raumanga Stream.

Waiariki
On 19 February 1836, Colenso, travelling from the north, recorded ‘at noon, reached
Waiariki’ which according to his journal had a ‘whare karakia’ and was also the
name of the river there. The next day, he left Waiariki at noon, and ‘soon’ arrived at
Waiiti.

Hamlin localises Waiariki as follows: ‘The Waiariki River joins the Waiotu River
close to where Highway 1 crosses it from Hukerenui to Whangarei’. 2 True, but the
problem is that the southernmost point on that Waiariki River is more than 24 km (15
miles) as the crow flies from the likely position of Waiiti. It is impossible that this
distance could be covered in an afternoon, so Hamlin’s Waiariki is not the same as
Colenso’s.
On Colenso’s sketch map of the route Kawakawa–Whangārei–Wairoa River,3
Waiariki is drawn as being located on the southernmost of three rivers flowing into
Whangārei Harbour, and quite close to Waiiti. An anonymous sketch showing Colenso’s Whangārei toponyms4 seems to position it similarly, with the comment that it is
‘near Hatea River’, i.e. the main river flowing through Whangārei, and was in 1834
the kāinga of the chief Kaikou Horomona (referred to as Solomon by Colenso) who
later moved to Pārua.5 I should mention here that Waiariki is also the (still current)
name of the hapū of Ngāpuhi to which Kaikou belonged.
There is in fact a watercourse within Whangārei which in former years was referred
to as the Waiariki River.6 This is shown here in an old map (Fig. 1); the name is now
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Figure 1. Part of an 1886 map of Whangārei showing the names and
courses of various waterways. The red box contains the stream then
known as the Waiariki River. Note the location of Dr Perston’s land, on
which the village of Ratu was formerly situated, probably on the south
side of the waterways.

some indication that it was ‘inland from Toetoe’,9
the current name for a locality just outside the
speed limit boundary for Whangārei, which I shall
come back to below.
Glenis Nevin, an archaeologist who specialised in
the Whangārei area, was forced to conclude that
lack of information meant that Te Wai-iti, like
Ratu and even Ōtaika, could not be located precisely.10

Te Waiiti Stream is immediately south of the road
to Winstone’s Ōtaika quarry. Current topographic
maps show a couple of pā sites in the hills near the
headwaters, but their commanding positions indicate these were older fighting pā, not kāinga such as
Colenso would have seen in his time.
Old maps (see Fig. 2) show a Waiiti No. 1 block
inland of Toetoe. I suggest that the Waiiti block is
probably the best guess we can make at this time for

Waiariki is mentioned as a toponym (among neighbouring places)
in an 1863 deed of sale to the
Crown for a road to be put through
westwards.7 Unfortunately I have
been unable to locate the plan for
this, which may have provided
some definite information.
For the moment then, all I can
suggest is that Waiariki was in the
same general area shown in my
previous article for Ratu.

Te Wai-iti
This is the current spelling; Colenso usually wrote it as ‘Waiti’ or
‘Te Waiti’. The Waiiti Stream is a
current toponym south of
Whangārei8 but the question is,
where was the village? There is

Figure 2. Part of an old map of the Kioreroa Block (left), and much the same area on a modern topographic map, showing the
location of the Wai-iti Block (highlighted yellow). The approximate location where Colenso made the sketch in Fig. 3 is also shown.
Map grid 1 km spacing.
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the location of the ‘village’ which Colenso visited. There is a vague indication
that perhaps it was actually on the present-day SH1, an area now known as
“Blue Goose”,11 which is on the edge of
the block.

The road from Wai-iti to Ōtaika
From Wai-iti, Colenso usually proceeded
to Ōtaika. On 12 December 1839 he
wrote that they were separated by only ‘a
half-hour’s walk’,12 and in his journal on

Figure 3. Colenso’s sketch of Whangārei Bay (above) and my photograph taken from the same approximate location (below). Numbered labels are features identified by Colenso in separate sketches (St
George 2016, p. 63)as: 1 – Matakohe [Island], 2 – Motukiwi/Tapu Point (the low peninsula just visible), 3
– Te Whara [‘Ko te Wara’], 4 – Manganese Point/Te Waro [wrongly identified as Pouawe], 5 – Tāranga/
Hen Island, 6 – Manaia. Additional features: A – Onerahi peninsula, B – Ōtaika Stream.
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the same date stated Ōtaika was about a mile further
south.
Colenso, in a sketch dated 14 December 1839 (see
Fig. 3), dr ew the view fr om along the r oad. This
was evidently drawn as you cross a spur above the
present-day outer Whangārei suburb of Toetoe, and
just north of the Longview Estate winery. There is a
lookout with carpark on the southbound side of SH1,
but the view is obscured by trees at the present day. At
risk to life and limb, I crossed the busy highway and
took the photo in Fig. 3 from the top of the road cutting where the view is less obscured. The bearing and
elevation are not quite the same but this is probably
the best that can be done at the present day.
There are also a couple of very rough sketches of what
appears to be the same view but with names attached
to the visible features.13 These are correct, except for
the toponym Pouawe. This appears to be attached to
Manganese Point/Te Waro, whereas in fact it belongs
to another peninsula much further down the harbour,
very close to Manaia, at the point known nowadays as
Reotahi.14
This indicates the road Colenso took in the first part of
the journey was probably much the same as the present SH1. But as one nears Ōtaika Creek, there is
some departure. Some modern maps mark Ōtaika as
being exactly on SH1, and while there is indeed a road
sign proclaiming this, the present-day village of Ōtaika is off the main highway to the west and hardly
visible from the highway, and to turn across the highway onto the shortest access road is forbidden for
those heading south.

Ōtaika
The name Ōtaika is a contraction of a phrase Ōtaika-timu meaning
‘tide choked [with bodies]’, deriving from the aftermath of an eighteenth-century battle which took place at Motukiwi/Tapu Point at the
mouth of the estuary.15 The estuary has changed little since Colenso’s
day, and consists of a wide triangular area of mangroves through
which the Ōtaika stream meanders; one such meander appears in
Colenso’s sketch (Fig. 3) and is still visible today.

coming from the south, Colenso had to cross a river to get to Ōtaika,
and the village was (probably) downstream from where the road from
the south crosses the stream.
Old survey maps of the Kioreroa Block (north of the stream) and
Maungatapere Block (south of the stream) do not show the location of
any village.

Where, then, was the village of Ōtaika visited by Colenso? Obviously
it was not among the mangroves, nor was it likely that there would be
a kāinga at Motukiwi, a sacred spot.16

I deduce from these indications that Ōtaika in Colenso’s day was
north of the current Ōtaika village, at about where the stream nearly
meets SH1, and on the northern side of the stream. But in saying that,
the comments by Glenis Nevin quoted above must be noted: we cannot be sure.

His descriptions are very brief.

Maunu

One is ‘situated on a small stream’.17 Does he mean the Ōtaika
Stream (which is not small), or just a tributary?

On 22 February 1836, Colenso wrote ‘at 10 ½ A.M , we arrived at
Maunu, a deserted village.’20

Another: ‘Mr. Busby had sent word to the Natives that he should land
this morning at the little village of Taika … on an inlet of the Sea’.
Busby would not be landing at the mouth, in the middle of a mangrove swamp, but the stream is navigable for small vessels for some
distance up past the mangroves to at least where it nearly meets SH1.

At the present day, Maunu is a suburb of Whangārei about 4 km west
of the CBD. However, this represents the more recent Pākehā farming
settlement of Maunu rather than the Māori papakāinga, which was not
alienated until at least the 1860s.

On 13 March 1841, Colenso was obliged to use other means to reach
the village: ‘Coming to Ōtaika river (or rather inlet,) we were obliged
to make a bridge by means of some fallen trees, Korari, &c, which
took us some time; just as we crossed, a Canoe came for us, sent by
Tiakiriri, the chief of Taika. Getting into the canoe we paddled down
the river to where he was.’ In this case, Colenso was (very probably)
coming from the opposite direction. He had been visiting the chief
Kawanui, who resided at Mahakitahi,18 the location of which is
marked on an old geological map. 19 Kawanui was actually at a fishing village called Puriritahi, but I think it safe to assume that was
somewhere nearby, in the present-day Oakleigh-Mangapai area. So in

What Colenso knew as Maunu was located at the base of Maunga
Maunu, a vegetated scoria cone 395 m high, a little over 8 km west of
the CBD. There were, at various times, extensive cultivations on the
rich volcanic soils; but at other times during the early nineteenth century the area was abandoned following raids by warring tribes.21 Evidently, 1836 was during one of the latter periods.
‘A Ngapuhi settlement here [Maunu] consisted of a large meeting
house, six weatherboard houses and dozens of nikau whare. The only
sign of that settlement today is a large cemetery where two headstones
read Hilda Wiremu 1892 and Kitohi Moraki 1897’.22
At least the location of this village can be fixed with some certainty.
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The final map (Fig. 4) shows the results of the research in
this article.

Figure 4. Modern map of southwest Whangārei area showing the approximate positions of localities mentioned in the text, as far as they can
be ascertained, marked by red dots or red circles. Map grid 10 km.

Endnotes
1. eColenso February 2018 (9(2):3–8).
2. In I.M. St. George (2009), p. 124.
3. St. George (2016), p. 67. The three rivers
would be, starting from the north, the Hatea
(more correctly, Hoteo), Waiarohia and
Waiariki/Raumanga.
4. Anon. (n.d.), manuscript in Whangārei Library.
5. Coincidentally, there was also a kāinga called
Waiariki near Wellington, of whom the chief
had also been baptised with the name
Horomona or Solomon, whom Colenso met in
1848.
6. See, for example, Northern Advocate, 15
November 1921, p. 6, article on the boundaries of rubbish collection areas.
7. Turton (1877a), p. 728.
8. Noted by Hamlin in I.M. St. George (2009), p.
124.
9. Anon (n.d.); Pickmere (1986), p. 17.
10.Nevin (1983), p. 129. Nevin consulted Māori
Land Court records as a preliminary to her
field work.
11.Ngā Hapū ō Whangārei Site Visit Booklet,
Part A, p. 8. Whangārei Library hardcopy of
an electronic document; appears to relate to a
field visit by the Waitangi Tribunal in about
2013.
12.In I.M. St. George (2009), p. 69.
13.St. George (2016), p. 63.
14.Turton (1877a, 1877b), description and
survey plan of Manaia Block, where it is
spelled Pouewe.
15.Nevin (1983), p. 121.
16.Turton (1877a), p. 140–141, explicitly described as such in the description of the Maungatapere Block.
17.In I.M. St. George (2009), p. 66.
18.Pickmere (1986), p. 17; the map on p. 14
misspells it Matakitahe.
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19.Ferrar et al (1934), geological map of Tangihua Survey District. Pā sites on modern maps
just north of the junction of Ormandy &
Panekaira Roads, Mangapai.
20.In I.M. St. George(2009), p. 66.
21.Nevin (1983), p. 129.
22.ibid.
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The great Waipawa Exhibition of 1888
On 3 December 1888 William Colenso
wrote from Baddeley’s Hotel in Dannevirke
to his friend Andrew Luff in Wellington
This week, too, is a busy one in these
parts (so they say) re Waipawa Exhibn.—which opens on 5th., & single
daily fares continuing until 15th., I
am bound to visit it, on some day (or
2, as I shall sleep there) but cannot
now say when. (I fear it will prove to
be a losing spec., & one, I have
thought, that had better not have
been begun).

that they have every faith in the
promoters, and are convinced that
the whole affair will be carried out
in a straightforward and business
like manner:—

[52 names followed]
The gentlemen are further of opinion that the promoters have gone
about their work in a painstaking
and energetic manner, and that
they deserve the success, which will
undoubtedly crown their effort.

There were a few hiccoughs,

There must have been some pessimism about
the Exhibition’s chances of success, for an
advertisement in the the Hawke’s Bay Herald
of 9 October 1888 had reassured its readers,
Some doubt has been thrown on
the genuineness of the Waipawa
Exhibition, and upon the bona fides
of the promoters and the work they
have in hand, the following residents of Waipawa, Kaikora, and
Waipukurau have been interviewed,
and they desire to have it known

One of those Hawke’s Bay bands seems to
have upset one “Charles de la Roche, Junior,”
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Colenso was among those who made a donation to the Exhibition—in his case two guineas for a special prize. It opened on 5 December and ended before the New Year and the
Bush Advocate reported it in full effusion—
almost 7000 words of avid Victorian detail...
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Waipawa in the 1880s by Burton brothers, Dunedin photographers
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Colenso may have attended, but did not mention it in his next letter to Luff on 12 April
1899 from the Imperial Hotel in Waipawa.
He ended that letter with, “this is a nice quiet
old-fashion place—I like it.”
The Hawke’s Bay Herald of 19 December
1888 recorded the endgame…
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