


Colensos, cricket and Conwy

Elizabeth Colenso’s brother Edwin Fairburn 18271911 wrote Mahara-
tanga—his reminiscences of the Bay of Islands in the 1830s and 1840s; in
it he mentioned the “first game of cricket in New Zealand” at Paihia in
1833 [ATL: gMS-0710]. He would have been six years old. See next page.

The ATL also has his
“Sketch map of CMS o
Mission Station Fe kL
Paihia—as in early
times” [MapColl-832.
11a/1833/Acc.39923],
showing the site of the
wicket for that match.
It is undated but its title |
is in Arts & Crafts style
so perhaps early 1900s.
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A fortnight after his
arrival in the Bay of
Islands, the 24 year old
printer William Colen-
so noted in his diary
“Monday 12th (January
1835)—Played Cricket,

aboul end of (833

. ) . SKETCH MAP

with the natives, this s -
evening!” CALS WISSION
HIk =~ AS IN

The Beagle called at Christmas in 1835 and Darwin, despite his general
disapproval of New Zealand, found English gentility at Waimate, including
cricket on the lawn with freed Maori slaves and a missionary’s son playing.
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Edwin Fairburn’s account of the first cricket match
to be played in New Zealand—written from memory in 1911

This was played about the end of 1833 or the begin-
ning 1834 — previous to this the only game with bat
and ball which we NZ boys knew was Round trap as it
was called then: There was a hole about 18" wide by
18" deep — at which player stood facing centre of
ring with hole on his right hand and the ball was
delivered to him by an opponent standing 6 feet,
about, in front of him — the peculiarity being that
the ball for purpose of being struck was played to
him instead of being first thrown up by himself.

But about the time mentioned Mr W Williams
(afterwards first Bishop of Waiapu) had sent home
for cricket balls and bats and there was great ex-
citement about the new game to be played — I know I
thought it had some connection with the green in-
sects with long legs on plants which my sister had
told me were “Crickets”.

So one bright calm afternoon about 2 p.m. the whole
settlement of Paihia men women and children also the
Inhabitants from all round the bay went to the
northern end of Horotutu beach, at point shewn in
sketch plan (I think I could mark it out now within
10 feet of the actual). The northern end of the
wicket was about a chain from the base of the steep
hill and the side about 35 feet from the edge of the
firm bank next the sand.

It wasn’t a match of 11 each side but of 40 or 50 at
least. All the CM School boys were there. The estab-

lishment at that time was at Paihia, a year or two
afterwards it was removed to Waimate.

I was allowed to join in, but they drew the line in
youthfulness at me and John Williams who was just 3
weeks my elder. I remember when my turn came (I had
had some practice at “round trap” in hitting balls)
Mr W. Williams who bowled to me saying “We mustn’t
be too hard on the youngsters” — or something to
that effect delivered me a very nice gentle ball
which I hit over the bank (about 11 yards off) on to
the beach where it rolled down some distance on the
hard sand — and I got a run — at which our side ap-
plauded — while the other side grumbled and called
out for short work to be made of me. The ball was
thrown up to the opposite end bowler, who straight-
way bowled me out — but I got a run in the first
game of cricket played in NZ.

I may observe here that there were no “overs” in
bowling at cricket in those days but the ball was
generally thrown up to the bowler nearest the field-
er — or to whichever end the fielder chose — also
fielders pleased themselves as to the position they
took in fielding — and things were generally carried
out in a very independent manner all round...

It was a beautiful day. We went of course by boat
from Paihia to the north side of the River Waitangi
at its entrance.



William Cotton took over the mission printing while William Colenso was
studying for Holy Orders at Waimate; among his papers in the Mitchell
Library in Sydney is a form, filled in in longhand, giving the rules and the
teams for a match on 6 May 18fortysomething. That athlete Bishop
George Selwyn was not playing—nor, in this game, were any Maori. Col-
enso played at No.7 for the married men. The result is not recorded. P P>

Colenso approved of cricket as a healthy diversion for boys. He wrote to
the Hawke’s Bay Herald on 1 October 1869,

COOK’S CENTENARY

.. the time is now short; but could not something be done
among us towards commemorating his landing—something in
which all could unite? Say, a general holiday proclaimed by the
Government,—cricket and rural games in Clive square, or on
the hill, a tea or evening party, soirée, or conversazione, in the
Oddfellows’ Hall, with music, songs, &c, &c. Something in
which all settlers could unite.

In 1883 (2 January) he wrote to the Daily Telegraph,

That a spacious healthy playground with its many requirements
and belongings is greatly needed for the scholars of the Napier
School is absolutely certain, and must be had: good open
ground for cricket and football; room for a gymnasium house
to be used in wet weather....

But real men didn’t play such games...

31 Jan 78 to Andrew Luff, “The ‘Wanaka’ Str. is just gone in with lots of
bunting, having the Australian 11 on board: too much fuss nowadays about
this Cricketing!”

12 June 78 to Luff. “I feel sick—at so much fuss being made (& precious
time lost & money squandered—while 1000ds. & 10’s of 1000’s are in
dreadful want) over such unprofitable things as this ‘Australian’ Cricket
playing & the University Boat Racing!!—I feel sick at it.”
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25 March 1882 to David Balfour, “The weather here is delightfully
fine, and the ‘sickness’ I hope is generally lessening. Using the word
‘sickness’ causes me to remark I am pretty well sick—with seeing so
much of trash in the ‘Herald’ re those Irish folks; between them, the
Everlasting ‘Races’, & Cricket, I am often tempted to stop my pa-
pers.”

14 October 1883 to Luff, “... when I go to town I cannot join in the
talk of the day—Races, Cricket, Football, sheep, wool, Rabbits,—
and the getting of Money anyhow, but quietly & usuriously & with-
out working!”

2 September 1884 to Balfour, “It is delightful to read & think over
the wise & good sayings and teachings of the men of those times, but
as it was then, with the multitude, so now. See our Papers. Races,
Theatres, Cricket, & Football—& tricycles; our real men are, I fear,
dying out.” [my emphasis].

He wrote in his diary (Good Friday 4 April 1890 at Norsewood),

“Very fine w(eather). Read Lessons m(ornin)g. S(ervice)., &
same at Evg. S., preaching from John XI. 11.— “Our friend
Lazarus sleepeth.’ inveighed against Cricket matches from
Clubs &c. on this day.

Saturday 5. Fine w—a cricket match here—Napier v. Dvk.
Sermon writing.”

On 27 January 1897 he wrote to Harding, “Yesty. our great annual
Caledonian Sports Day: a genl. Holiday! Kilts, bagpipes, & Gaelic in
the ascendant: at Farndon—2 Cricket matches played,—Waipawa &
Patangata v. County Club,—& 2 of our parsons prominent in them—
Tuke & Clarke: I don'’t like this.”

Meanwhile, in 1888, on the other side of the world, Ridley Latimer
Colenso, aged 43, was still playing cricket. He had played for Bruce
Castle School in the 1870 season (aged 25).

In eColenso June 2011 we mentioned the medallion sold at Dunbar
Sloane’s auction in 1987 for $1500: it was a James I Gold Coin
Mounted as a Brooch inscribed “Colenso—Conway June 17th”. Its
provenance is still a mystery

In eColenso November 2014 we illustrated three envelopes ad-
dressed to William Colenso in Napier and postmarked “Conway
1888”—they had been auctioned at Bethunes in 2012 and kindly
photographed for us by Francis McWhannell. Colenso had used
them, in his parsimonious way, as notepaper. We wondered who the
Conway correspondent was, and Gillian Bell informed us that,
“Fanny & Will Simcox lived in Conway 1870—-74 as the Simcoxes
had a holiday home there. Two children were born there, the eldest
my grandmother. Will & brother Jack spoke Welsh like na-

tives. Lattie visited them....” [eColenso December 2014].

Indeed, a scrap of paper in the back of one of Colenso’s botanical
notebooks at Te Papa notes, “2 views, Conway (Lat’s. House, &c. to
hand Nov/88)”.
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Comparison of the handwriting on the envelopes with extant exam-
ples of Latty’s, shows them to be the same: so Latty wrote to his
father from Conway—at least twice in 1888, once with a photograph
of his lodgings there.
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A search of the “British Newspaper Ar-
chive” (their equivalent of our “Papers
Past”) revealed a cutting from Y Gened!
Gymreig (The Welsh Nation) of 18 May
1889, reporting Latty’s appointment as treas-
urer of the literary society and suggesting
that “Lat’s House” was Gweryl Lodge at
Conwy...

CONWY.

Y Gymprrrgas Lenyppon.—Yn y Guild
Hall, nos Fawrth, cyohaliwyd cyfarfgd cyo-
taf y gymdeithas hon i'r dyben o ddewis
swyddogion am y tymhor presenol. Cymer-
wyd y gadair gan yr is-lywydd, Mr C. Cyn-
wal Joues, Wadi. yebydig o rydd-ymddi-
ddan aed yn mlaen gyda'r gwaith hwn, Y
llywydd sm y tymhor ydyw Mr Tom
lexes. BA, Tanybryn.” Yr is-lywydd,
Mr C. Cynwal Jones; y trysorydd, Mr R,
L. Colenso, Gweryl Lodge; yr ysgrifenydd-
ion, Mri Wi kinson, y Station; & W, Grant,
Bodlondeb. Y mae chwech eraill wedi eu
dewis ar y pwyllgor, Guwelir fod y gym-
deithas wedi dechren ar ei gwaith mewn
pryd, a bydeiir y bydd hyny yn ernes o’r
un bywyd ag oedd yn nodweddn y gym-
deithas y tymbhor diweddaf, S

The North Wales Chronicle of 29 September
1888 reported briefly on the touring Austral-
ian cricket team, then went on to the more
important matter of the Plasnewydd vs. Con-
way match, in which R.L. Colenso took a
catch to dismiss their No. 3 and, batting
himself at 3, was bowled for one run in what
appears to have been a drawn match.
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Cricket.

The great match between tha /usiralisn team and
Surroy resulted oo Ssturday in a victery for the Col-
oulals by 34 ruuns,

Coxway v. PassscwyeD.—The above match was p's
at P asnewyid, aod after 8 very pleasant guis reculted
in ® wic for the visitors br fuariy-seven runs on the firgt
{inings. The virl ors won the toss, snd sent Lo home
team t0 the wicket ; bu* owing to 'he good bowling of My
i, Jones and Mr © Ellls, the small total of 26 was culy
reached. For Plasnewydd D. T. Davien balted bess,
making cight not out. Afier lunch Conway weut Lo the
wicketa, and & stand was made by Mr Wood and Mr
Eeftwood, making 14 and 16 respectively. G. Fllis also
batted well, making 13, of Wiich seore he bit ve Lwos.
Appended is the seore ;:—

PLASNEWYDD, X
lat Innings, 2nd Inningas,

T Roberta b C Ellis cocvununes 2 bC Ellis.ccvcasr.. 8
T Cotterell ¢ Fastwood bJoses 1 BCEllis.......cu 1
8 Willman b Jones ...eeeeess 4 ct Colense b Wood 0
JRoland b Bllis .vvvveeees 3 b Eastwend,,...... 4
A Heslamb Jones,o....ooo... 0 et Enstwood b Wool 6
W A Bugh s bCEllis........ 3 bL Wood 1u.0000.28
T Crewdson b Jones ,....... 0 st C Ellis b Easiwood 0
D T Davies not 08 covusscnes 8 bEatwonl........ 0
R Jollifie b Jones.....oeerans O o
T Barnoth b C Ellig.ceaasaies 0
It Huuvey b Jomsaaneessnaes 0

2171 TR
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In the second innings of P.amewydd Mr Fas wood took
five wickets for no rans, of which four wers in & malden
over. .



The next year, in the same match, Latty was
down the order, batting at No.5, and scored 3
after an undistinguished day in the field.
Conway lost (North Wales Chronicle 13 July
1889).

Prassswrop v. Coxwav —This mrtch was played at
Conway on the 29t uit, Result —
Coswar, !

"Reo wexwai

A week later it was a different story: Latty
opened for Conway, at home against Llan-
dudno and top scored—a plucky 14, caught
by Lewis off the bowling of F. Jones—in a
total of 35 after Llandudno’s impressive 64.
The run chase was too difficult, however,
Llandudno’s total too high, and the bowling
of F. Jones (5 wickets) just too accurate.

CRICKET.

LLANDUDNO V. CONWAY.
This mateh was played as follows on the
of the lstter, and resulted inen
victory for Llandudso, on Saturday, 15th
LraNDUDNO,

e

1st lonings.. 2nd Innings.
J3.J. Marks e Evans b Murray 21 b Jones.., 4
A T.Ma ks, bJones ... ... O—b Bevage T
F. W. Jones, b "“‘Sm + v B—c Sevage §
Capt. Richmond, b lloghes ... 0
O 6 Wikine. M"b"ﬁ{xg&'" h“u::.'l ‘
3 nson,
C. @. Wilkinsc ~ -
W. L. Scott, b Savage ... .. 8
F. Poulkes, ¢ Evans b Savage 5
J. Jones, b Savage... e .. 3
J 'i':a":v"h"’ii (not out) ... z
e is, b Evaus ... N
" Extras g 13-Extras ... 3
Total 65— Total... &

Coxwayx (Ist I ).

R. L. Colenso, ¢ Lewis b F.Jones...
J.Jones, b Foulds ... eee cei om
Rev. J. E. Evans, | b w, bF.Jones...
J. M. Marrsy, ¢ J.J. Marks b Foulds
L. W, Jones, ¢ J. J. Marks b Foulds
Llewelyn Savage b P,
J. W, a'nlruum. bF. Jones ...
Llewelyn Wood (not out)
J.B. Evans b F.Jones ... ...
W. Hugbes. b F. Joves .. ..
F. Roes, b Wilkinsoo

Extras ..,

Total ... ser vee e -

The North Wales Chronicle of 16 November
1889 found Latty among 150 others at the
opening of the new headquarters of the
Workingmen’s Conservative Club in Con-
way, where he hobnobbed with

Mr E. Swatennam, Q.C., M.P., Colonel Henry
Platt. Colonel the Hon, W, E., Sackville West, Mr
H, Eoeeshaw, Rev. H. Rees, Reov. T,
R. Ellis, Mr G. Robbins, Mr J. E.
Finchum, Mr P, Mclntyre, Mr Homphrey
Lewis, Mr George Owen (Curnarvon), Rev E, T uwior
Owen (Llandudne), she Connt of Santa Fiora,
Messrs R, Latimer Colenso, T. Datton (Trefriw),
R. E. Tarver (Trefriw), B« Dougall, G. A Hum-
pbreye (the architeot), Ignatios Wiliiams, — Fair-
clough, P, J. Webster, eto,
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Gillian Bell emailed that the brothers Jack &
Will Simcox were passionate about cricket.
William Colenso’s grandchildren Edith
(1871) & Martin were born in Conway to
Frances Simcox before she and Will went
back to NZ in 1875. As their daughter-in-
law’s brother, Latty would have been wel-
come in Will’s parents’ home.

His landlady Mrs Cussons at Gweryl Lodge
taught painting in the winter...

LLANDUDNO ART CLABBES.

INTER BEBBION, 1890 - 91, — Llandudno

Btodio, No.1, Nevill Cresoent, Lessons in

OIL PAINTING .by Mes K. B, Cuosons, of Liver-

B‘”I and-ﬂunhh‘mﬂ, every Wedoesday at Ten s.m.

or terme apply to Mesers Wurd end Son, 102,

Mostyn Btrest, Llendedno, or to Mre Cuasous,
Gweryl Lodge, Conway, 1621m

... and did good works....

Trr Liprgs' Buerny AssocmTroN opened &n
establishment at No. 133, Upper DMostyn-street, on
Satorday morning last, The association receives
oonsignments of frait, orenm, butter, eggs, lowers,
table decorations, &o., from sll parts of the king-
dom, their goéds coming moatly from private
gardens, Tus Llandudoo branch of the accosintion
ia under the mansgement of Mrs Cussons, Gueryl
Lindgs, Gonmy,,Lﬂon. Beo.), and Misa Robio-
son, (Conway, as oharge of the shop,
The window on Baturday was very prettily
decorated, nud esriaiply looked most tempblu%.
The flower display was sdmirable, Ths table
decorations in the shape ef fern baskets ara lovely,
When 1ha season commences the ladies are sure to
do & good business with the visitora.




Gillian Bell added to the story,

Will Simcox played cricket for “The Rest” against W.G. Grace’s “All Eng-
land” team in the early 1870s while he and Fanny were staying at Conway—a
great batsman apparently. The photograph at right shows the two Simcox
sons, Jack (b. 1839) and Will (b. 1841). Their father had a bad temper so both
men left home. Will was appointed a JP at 26 at Tauranga in 1867. With John
Hadfield he later led the charge for Horowhenua County to be separated from
Manawatu County.

The other photograph (below) is Simcox house at Knotts Lake, Halls Green,
Birmingham where Lattie joined his brother-in-law’s family at Christmas
1870.
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A letter to Latty

A much travelled FFQ cover (an envelope bearing a full face Queen
Victoria stamp) appeared in the Trademe lists this year and it pro-
vides a surprising amount of additional information.

It had been posted to R L Colenso in Conway, North Wales; stamped
with a 6d Blue NZ FFQ; cancelled with a smudgy “1” obliterator and
a faint “OTAHUHU” A-Class; backstamped “OTAHUHU OCT28
1872” and “AUCKLAND OC28 72”; it bears a receiving postmark
“CONWAY DE23 1872”.




It has two addresses in the sender’s hand, “St John’s College, Cam-
bridge, England” and “C/- W.H. Simcox Esq., Lletty ’r Adar, Con-
way, North Wales.” The latter address has been crossed out, redirect-
ing it (with a UK penny red side face Queen stamp and dated Con-
way DE26, received at Cambridge DE 27) to the former, presumably
by Will Simcox (“W.H.S.”) who also added a note in te reo that ap-
pears to say, “kua tae tuai te pukapuka Holmes” (= came before the
book Holmes).

The initials “T.W.H.” in the lower left corner are in Latty’s hand and
perhaps refer to the writer, Latty’s cousin Theodore William Hickson
(son of Elizabeth Colenso’s sister Esther Fairburn). His descendant
Bev Woolley told us “Theo is a thorn in our family tree as he left his
wife and six children in NZ (and) disappeared overseas in 1892”.

Colenso descendant Gillian Bell thought the sender might be “one of
Latty’s Fairburn uncles who lived in the area (Elizabeth Colenso nee
Fairburn inherited the family home on the waterfront at Shelly Bay,
Otahuhu). The words in Maori are initialled by William Henry
Simcox and look authentic when I compare it with “WH Simcox”
in a book. Fanny and Will (Simcox) were in Conway till returning to
NZ in 1874.”

Colenso descendant Ann Collins thought the word “Holmes”. ..
“may be related to George Holmes who married WH Simcox’s sister
Georgiana in 1867. They lived in Canada for a time. But George had
been farming in NZ just before 1871. The (UK) census record for
1871 shows them with William and Georgiana’s mother who had
been widowed in 1870:

Sarah Simcox, 69, widow & landowner, born in Northwood,
Worcestershire, head

John W Simcox, 31, son, unmarried, solicitor, Sparkbrook

William H Simcox, 29, son, unmarried, farming land in NZ, b
Sparkbrook

Frances M Simcox, 27, daughter in law, b NZ

Georgina B Holmes, 36 married daughter born in Edgbaston

George Holmes, 37, married son in law, farming in NZ, born in
Kingsholt

John L Holmes, 2, grandson, born Canada

Mary C B Holmes, 1 granddaughter, born Canada.”

Llety’r Adar was the house belonging to the widow Sarah Simcox,
where Fanny & Will lived for a time with her. It was recently on the
market.

Perhaps Latty joined them there for his holidays from Cambridge (he
graduated and married in 1875), returning years later to stay at Gwer-
yl Lodge and play cricket for the local team.

LLety’r Adar, the Simcox house near Conwy, North Wales
(http://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-for-sale/property-25222595.html)



http://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-for-sale/property-25222595.html

The Napier museum

The Poverty Bay Herald of 13 May 1896
reported,

A" MUNIFICENT GIFT.

’hmv .W, COLENSO0’S PRESENTATION
Ym0 HAWKES BaY,

" A TOUCHING SCENE.

WORDS:OF WISDOM FROM A
* _GRAND OLD MAN.

e

. [Serorat 1o HERALD.]

o . NAPIER, to-day.
" Thers was something very touching in a
‘gcene &t “the Philosophical Institute, in
‘which 'the ‘Rev, W. ?:olansu ‘played  the
;ptincipal ,part. The old man’s heart is
thofoughly in his scientific pursuits, and a
visitor to his residence on Colenso Hill will
-ever find him wrapt up in his atudies of the
‘glories of nature,

.~ The want of a proper museum has perhaps
‘not been more keenly felt by any Hawke's
‘Bay settler than by the aged Maori
missionary. Mr Colenso’s sympathies with
:all objects haviog for their purpose Lhe in-
“tellectual advancement of the community in
“which. he has passed so many years of his
slifs are well known, but no one was pre-
“pared for the munificent offer which he made
-at ths Philosophical Institute's meeting.

" In unfolding his-scheme, he said bis first
_dobation wonld be £1000, and he would give
a freehold site, (Great sapplause). ‘'Lhis
site would be town section 109, near the
public echool. He waunted to make up
£4000. How was it to be dous? Mr Johu

" wheel.

- parsona,  (Laughter.)

- man eighty seven years old.
- of his address, he aaid ; ** Fairly considering

"Harding had made an offer last year to give

“£200 towarde a'musenm, This year, as wool
had risen in price and things were well with
_him, perhaps Mr'Hardiog would be iociined
.to double that and give £400, or perhaps
‘£500. At any rate, when another £500
was -paid up he would give a second
.donation of £500. (Applause). That would
"be £2000. Mr Douglas MoLean had written
“to him  atating that he ~was prepared
"to give £500, and if that were done he (Mr
'-G'oFe'nlo) would give a third amount of £500.
Then another £1000 would be wanted, For
that they must all put their shoulders to the
v He believed it could be got in this
-way. A museum here would be aleo for the
East Coast, not only for Hawke's Bay proper
‘or for the old provincial district, but for
Poverty Bay and Gisborne and the country
stretohing up to the East Cape.

He deolared that the building was to be
nsed solely for the purposes ot a museum

-and library. There wera to be no concerts,

no Liedertafels, no Bohemians, no **spout-

ing,"” no mutual admiration societies (laugh-

- ter), no glebe trotters, no tourists, and no

He would not give a

'Enpy for persons of that sort. (Great
ughter.) :

- 1n ‘concluding Mr Colenso said his offer

would be open until December 3lst, and he
would like 1o see the matter started ere he
departed, assuring his hearers that unless
they showed themselves worlthy of it they
-would not get the £2000,

Mr Oolenso’s inaugural address was one of

. the finest ever heard in the institute, and it

was delivered with wonderful clearness for a
In the course

an iuatitntion such ms this, especially in a
newly settled country, aud with special

11

- thrown open to the public.”

. atill mightier Empire, and therefore they
+should be sesking to grow, {o improve in
- knowledge and wisdom. Nothiog was more
‘suré than this, that school knowledge and

-and, ruet, socn became torgotten, and once
forgotten wera seldom if ever fopnd again;

.a little sound advice:

roferondo to the great oumber of educated
youths yearly leaving school, ouo was
tempted to ask * Why is it thal so few ot
them-are found here with us #—if not as
.enrolled members and co-workers, yeb us
visitora to the moseam and library and
‘hearérs at their meetiugs, which were now
Was it 80, he
“asked, -that out of these many youths and
gouﬂg men, eseveral of whom were gainers of

igh prizes at various school examioations,
and of whose future carcer high hopes were

- entertained, there were none to be found in

love with nutore and natnoral science in nll

_its yaried forms so as to continue and carry

on -these studies begun at school? Our
youths were the hope, the strong hope,
the, backbone of this young and rieing
colony, destined in due time, under God's

. destiny, to become a great and mighty

‘nation or a fair and fourishing portion of u

attaioments, allowed insensibly to wither

and here he usked, not only as their clected
preaident pro tem, buy as a very old man of
some Im:iarstlndin in these matters, and
therefore speaking from experience, to proffer |
The powerful and
notive énemies of ecience and of general

. learning, espeoially here in the colony, were

too great love of holidays and idle-

“mpess, of frivolity and of flesting pleasures,

which yielded no enduring satisfaction,
which generally, if not invariably, looked for

. more, never being satisfied and mostly leav-

ing **an achiog void,” and should there be,
belore the final close, n few houra or deys

“free from pain and extreme weakness for

reflection, then the sad beartrending vis.a
resented itself of time lost, of noble, almost |
od-like faculties abused. of a waste of life.



In conclusion he said: **I, as an aged
miniater of religion and a fervent disciple of
_nature, and with increaeing convictions of
the truth, soon by me to be realised, would
8sy-one word mere Lo my audience re our
, talents and our time here : that as you sow
you will reap herenfter. Young friends
don’t waste time ; don't abuse talents, Seek
"to make the best use of both,”

John Harding was unimpressed. He wrote to
the Hawke’s Bay Herald and Colenso was
obliged to respond on 19 May,

SIR, — I was very much surprised on Saturday last (16th
instant), in seeing in your paper the following sentence
contained in a letter from Mr John Harding:— “Will Mr
Colenso please tell me, who informed him that I had
promised £200 to the (Museum) fund?” And my first
thoughts were to write to you immediately, and to refer
you to Mr Harding's own letter in one of the Napier papers
of last year, in which he had plainly made the said offer.
But as Mr Hill, Inspector of Schools, had arranged to meet
me here on Saturday night,—and as we two had talked,
about that offer at the time of its publication,—I resolved
to wait his arrival. Well, he came, and we soon entered on
the subject, and Mr Hill assures me of the great mistake I
had made; for Mr Harding’s offer at that time was “£25,”
or “£50,” and not £200. Depending on Mr Hill's accuracy,
I am very sorry I made such a great mistake; and now
make this public apology to Mr Harding, (having also
already written to him). I cannot account for it. It was not
done in a hurry—off-hand, as it were, at our meeting on
Monday night, (11th)—for it had been in my memoran-
dums and calculations and mind for two or three months
past. Possibly the wish may have been father to the
thought (expressed), and then there is (for certain) the “old
man’s” defective memory—Alas!—I am, &c.,
W. COLENSO.
Dannevirke, May 18th, 1896.

Nonetheless this was a gift of such a scale

that the prestigious Nature picked up the
story.

Nature 25 June 1896:

THE Hawke’s Bay Philosophical Institute, New Zealand,
is fortunate in having such a generous and broad-minded
friend as the Rev. William Colenso, F.R.S., as their Presi-
dent. At the opening of the Institute’s session in May, after
delivering an animated address, Mr. Colenso put before
the meeting a scheme for the foundation of a museum to
take the place of the present museum at Napier. He offered
to give towards the realisation of his scheme the sum of
£1000 and a freehold site, and to supplement this with a
second donation of £500 so soon as £500 was given by
some one else. The total amount required to establish the
museum is about £4000. Referring to the conditions of
gift, Mr. Colenso said: “The museum must be a building
which will be open every day of the week and Sunday
afternoons too. 1 find that this is the case in Auckland,
where large numbers visit the museum on Sunday after-
noons. And what better use can a man give to his time than
in the observance of the wonderful works of his Maker?
There is another proviso, and that is that the building must
only be used for the purposes of a museum and library.
There must be no concerts, no Liedertafels, no spouting,
no mutual admiration societies, no globe-trotters, no
tourists, and no parsons. I will not give a penny for per-
sons of that kind. I have received a letter asking for assis-
tance for a museum in my native town in England. There
the money has to be raised by a certain time. So in Napier
it must be raised by December 31. The deed would be
vested in five trustees, who should be generous and busi-
nesslike men, with a keen interest in the project. The
museum proposed would be a museum for the East Coast,
not only for Hawke’s Bay proper, or for the old provincial
district, but for Poverty Bay and Gisborne and the country
stretching up to the East Cape.” There should be no diffi-
culty in raising the money required for the consummation
of the scheme which Mr. Colenso has in mind, and to-
wards which he is willing to contribute so liberally.
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On 2 June Colenso had written to his old
friend JD Hooker,

You, no doubt, will have had your
thoughts re my offer of £1500 and a
freehold site for a Museum and Li-
brary building: and to that I should
also add a lot of specimens — Various,
some unique! But whether such will
be followed up by our Beeotian-money
loving folk, is another question. 1
doubt it, and if so — my specimens
will go elsewhere to say nothing of
money — which (at present) is in land.
I have had lots of praise(!) pats on
back, &c, &c., but mostly from poor
savants (at a distance). Buller says,
“My offer is sure to be felt & fol-
lowed throughout the Colony, it will
stir them up.” My closing remarks re
(travelling) “parsons”, has, however,
given offence to the cloth! (No new
thing however, on my part.)

For whatever reasons—the offence taken by
the clergy or others who were to be denied
the use of the museum, or the economic de-
pression of the 1890s, or the animosity many
felt towards Colenso, or the pedestrian tastes
of the Napier people—the fundraising failed.

Colenso was furious. The Hawke’s Bay Her-
ald of 16 February 1897 reported, » P>



TEE REV, W, COLENSO'S MUSEUM |
PROPOSAL, |

HIS OFFER WITHDRAWN,
SOME STRONG WORDS,

Ab tho meeting of the Hawke's Bay
Philosophieal Soclety lant night, the Rev,
W. Golensn, RS, nmnde rome very
strony remerks about the manver o
which the soclety was conducted, and the
lnck of luterent that the people of Napter
tool in majters selouttfic. X will be ras
membered thay lawh winter the rev, gen-
tleman effored £1500 oud 6 free slte for
the purpores of o mngeum on certaln con.
ditlona, Thae reception of this offer was
uob very favorabie, and with the elosa of
the old ;enr, tho terms not heving been
eomptled with, Mr Colenes had withdrawn
bis generons offar,

Spealdug wish great warmth and foel.
{og Mr Colenen sald that of the amonut
required to b made up by the publicin
connection with hia propoecl only =ome
£163 bad bnon prowised by the nublle of
Heeke's By, The Crunctl bad wished
blim to hold ovey Bls< -l ton for the with-
drawnl of his offer, But be e-id nn, O
hooks ood moner wounld sow pe i hlg
natlve tewn of Peszanee, in Cornwall,
CE the 20 nomes hauded Into tho seora-
tary as willing to contilbutc townrds
this project there wos  pob  one
wealthy man, nct cne  reepeotable, f
nor one oid mebdler emongst  them,
In order to do romethiep still for
thls masenm he had sezea Mr R, IL D,

M:Lzen, who bnd informed him thera

wos shoub £700 or £500 in the baade of
the faoboh committee who beld this
rzoney In trost aotil the estsblishment of
somo stattie or memorisl to Sir Donald,
This money, Mr M'Lesn pssured him,
conld ba avallabie for the purposes of the
musenm, and furbher, Mr M'Lenn gava
him to noderstand that he would Incresse
the som to £1000. Tbhe speaker pald a
high tribute to Mr M'Lean's pensroslty,
but preatly deplored the lack of intercat
that the people of Nopler took ln this
matbor. It seemed to him that the
wembers of the Inatitnte In partienlar did
nobt osra twa pence for selemee. He
asked whnt had the members of tha
Conncll done for the ioetitute? Ha
spoke In this woy becaunse it was the lost
time he wonid speak nbont it. Hewonld
never coms bo the poclety's meetiogs
again, He wouold tender hin resignntion
before laaving the chair,  He felt deeply
the aotion cf the counell lo turelng their
musgum into a publle room, where any-
body coald galn adimittance freely, and
no reatralnt placed upen boye and others
who carue there. The cflicers of the instl-
tate did mob seem to oars at all for the
eclentific purposes for whick they weve
organised, and ib was wlth them puzaly o
watter of £ o, . Why, he asked, had
tha musenm room been shifted into the
large hall ¥ Their amall voom bad been
amply large enough for thelr meetings in
the pmst, saeoclated ns 1t was with so
many pleaspot memories of men who had
read papers there and oddresscd them,
inolading the farmer Blshop of Weispn,
vow in Persla. Their premises bad been
slmply turned inton ten parden, and whab
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mada 1t worse wns that thelr old room
Lad only been lob a1 this purpose for one
spason.  He underateod from My Homlle
ton, thelr late curator, that somo of the
Maorl cuarloa deposlted hy Mr Hamllton
in the Napler museum were missing, and
he threatened to withdraw hly depoeits
oltogether. Well, ho conld naenre them
that 1f Mr Hamilton withdraw his carlos
Le (i Coleneo) would alzo toke hin own
awny. There eeemed to him s lot of
# low jenloasy " displayed by memhbera of
the ipstiiate,

Mr H. Hiil moved the following reso.
Intlon :—**Thah ¢bls eoeting of the
Hewks's Bey Philosopbloal Soclety een:
voys ia thanks to the Rev, W, Colenso,
F.R 8., tbe ratldng president, for the
intereat he hao showa duzlog she vear in
the well-belag of the soclety,  1turther,
they thank bim for ths penerous offsr ha
made towardn tho establishment of a
museuty, and regred thet thae peapla of
Hrwke's Bay heve shown such o want of
public ephiii na to sliow bis offer to lapss
withont mellog sowme clfort to estnblish
mch an fostltation for the beoefit of
Nupler and distilet,” Mr Hill roid be
sloeersly regrotied to henr tho romnrka
that hed follen from thelr ehalrmen in
regard to the character of the ceunell, 1t
wna no faclt of the councll that the
soelety hod drifted fwto {ts present con-
dition, but it recelved no support ab ell,
All the gentlomen forming the conaecll
might not hava resd papsre ab thelr meet-
fogs, but ihey had displsyed a preat
fotorest, and hod devoted much attentlon
to the proceedioge of the inetitute, It
wna far from eredlteblo to Mawke's Bay

that the peovle shonld show such a want




publie ephiit na to «llow his offer to lapsa
withont melkiog sowe clford to establish
mch an lostltation for the beaefit of
Napler and district” Mr HiH moid be
plocerely roprotied to heor the remnrka
that hed fallen from thalr chairman in
regard to the character of tho counell, Tt
whr no fault o the councll that the
soclety had drifted juto {ts present con-
ditton, tut it recelved no suppnrt ab oll,
All the pgentlomen formilng the connell
might 1ot have read papere atb thelr meet-
Ioge, but they had displayed o great
foterest, end hod devoted mueh attentlon
to the procsedicge-of the isctitute, It
wng far from eredltebln to Hawke's Bay
that the people shonld show such a want
of patriotlsm nnd inleresy In sclentific
matterns,  Personally, he thoapght Mr
Colepso’s remorks wers most nngauer-
ons, He (the rpeaker) had dons what
be conld to further Mr Colenso’s projech,
Certalnly he had not trampated the fact
through the mnewspopers that he was
warking hard for the mneenm, but he had
nsked numbers of people for their support,
ood if he bad fallad to rouse them to a
proper sense of snthusizsm in the metter
then it was not his fault, He had done
his best, Ho could oot do more, The
remarks  of My Colenes were un-
fale, fcr  there wera & number
cf gentlemen who had werked very hard
for the instituton, He agresd, bow-
gver, vilth the remorkh of the president
regarding the chaeping of thelr room.
Thatdid not meay wich his approval. Ho
wns awny ab the time, He felt prateinl

to thelr president for the work be hnd
done In bbe Intercsts of the sceloty, Ib
wee 2 credib to ths town of Nsplar to reo |

n mun between 80 and 90 years of ago
coming down to ihelr wmeetlops every
moanil in the wintor und glvlop the mems
bera tho banelit of bis ripansd scholership
sod experiecce In welentific maotters, It
wan 10 bo deeply veevasted that o town
like Napler had rejected Mr Coleneo's
offer, pod el be could say {n conectuslon
was that thay had resson to teel prond
thab they siill hed amougst them 8 man
of ench cherncter ond atialmments oy the
Rev, W. Cnlenso.

Dr. Movre said Le heartily seconded
the motiop, He dfd not supposa that the
peeple ¢f Napler would be nshamed of the
ifetlo foterest they had chown o regord
to thelr president's offer. At the came
tlme, he regrotied the cholrman's remerks
in reference to thelr covnell, The mem-
bers hnd endenvored to do thelr best. Ii
they eould get sow blood they would he
very vleased to have it, but none came
forward, end thet, of course, the council
of the lostlinte conld certainly nob belp.

Tho mntlon wis then pub zud carrled
unsolmoucly,

The Rov, Mr Colenso, 1o reply, sald
there war much thay Mr Hill had epaken
with which ho spreed.  He, oo presldent,
was poved oformed of ibe intention tn
shift the museum room, Two er thres
peraona intercated s the athepicnm bad
eimply dove es they Bleed In vegard to the
ynom, not for the bonefit of the musenm,
but for tho benefit of the abhericum, an
Instltutlon which was In every way
antagonisile to the Phlleaophicsl Inatitate.
The secretery of the fnatituto wes slso
vecretery  of the atheprenn, aod ha
thoneht more of the Iater theo the
tnatitute, The cecratory counld not feith-
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fnlly rerve two mosters,  1e was out of
eonrt, In n conrt of law the scerolary
wonld find thet be could pab set both for
the plalotiil and the defendent, Thet
was whet ke wus dolog aow, te the
detrlment of the insti'utn,  Suoeh shomi-
natiove se o Lledertnfel wauet not ba
tolerated In the wmussurne  reom, Ha
noticed that & nnmber of madieal gentle-
men had been pabv cn the counell, Thab |
might not bo o wlee conrsa, for they were |
iuvorlably wanted on meetlog nights. In
copclusion, he srid thet elnca Auguct lant
ho hod suffered from o severe cold, and he
had hed wedler] advleo that ba most not
venture out af night twe, *Now," sald
tho reverend peotlemsn, denwlog hie
remerka to a close, “I thenk yon foar
yonr kindoces, and I hesrtlly wish yon

well.,”

Newspaper editors as far away as Southland
picked up the story: the Mataura Ensign 23
February 1897,

Judging by the course of recent events the people of
Napier do not appear to be much overburdened with a
spirit of patriotism or a desire to contribute toward their
town’s prosperity. About a year ago the Rev. W. Colen-
so made a most handsome offer to the public of the
place generally that he would contribute £1500 and a
free site for a museum on condition that they subscribed
the remaining necessary amount to place the institution
on a proper footing. At a meeting of the Hawke’s Bay
Philosophical Society (the body through which the offer
was made), held the other night, it was stated that the
rev. gentleman’s generous offer had been supplemented
from outside by only £163, whereupon Mr Colenso gave
vent to most righteous indignation, and, besides resign-
ing the Society, said that his books and money would go
to his native town of Penzance. Eventually oil was



poured upon the troubled waters, and Mr Colenso so far
relented as to promise that he would reconsider his deter-
mination to resign.

Colenso felt he had been unfairly reported
and wrote to the Hawke’s Bay Herald, his
letter appearing on 1 March 1897,

SIR,—I have recently heard of some amount of misunder-
standing existing respecting one phrase, or rather, one
misplaced word in your condensed report of the proceed-
ings of the Hawke’s Bay Philosophical Institute, at its
annual meeting held last week. And, as I have been ap-
pealed to about it (and have good reasons for knowing that
it is made a handle of for perversion by a small clique
among us, who ought, however, to know better), I write
this by way of explanation, although my friends who were
present at the meeting to whom I have spoken, assure me
there is no occasion for it.

The one word found fault with, is the word
“respectable;” that is, as it now stands in your report,
which runs thus:— “Of the 20 names handed in to the
secretary as willing to contribute towards this project there
was not one wealthy man, not one respectable, not one old
settler amongst them.”

Now, I believe I may boldly and truly say—I did
not use those words as there reported in that one con-
densed sentence; indeed, I could not do so. For (1.) I had
in my hand the list of the kind donors to the said scheme
for museum and library (which I had received a fortnight
before, and was therefore well acquainted with), and in
that list are the names of old and dear friends and of
townsmen of high respectability, among whom are Bishop
Williams, Dr. de Lisle, Dr. Moore, Messrs Hill, Banner,
Craig, and Ringland; and trom the country, Father Bins-
field, Dr. Todd, Messrs R.N. Blakiston, J. Powdrell, A.
Harding, and J. Holder, and others, (2nd.) What I did say,
and I think dwelt on, and that with full and painful refer-
ence to the large number of non-subscribers to this great
public good (accepting your published words as a basis),
was — “There was not one wealthy man, not one of the

old-established respectable settlers, owners of large es-
tates, fathers of families, amongst them”— viz., the few
names in the list. And I may observe that I was the more
led to make this remark— (1) Because I had certainly
expected large assistance from those men as early set-
tlers—with their princely domains, thousands of acres, and
many tens of thousands of sheep, &c.—to say nothing of
the present good season’s clip of wool, &c., &c.; and (2)
because I had at the large May meeting, when I launched
my offer, inadvertently (yet trustingly) mentioned Mr John
Harding’s name as a joint contributor to the scheme (who
had formerly freely proffered his subscription, but who
now, I found, did not come forward!) and had also the
great pleasure of publicly announcing, in contrast, the
name of our respected and lately-elected member to the
House of Representatives, Mr R.D.D. M‘Lean, as being
the only large subscriber to the museum; both of those
gentlemen being alike very old residents and large sheep-
farmers.

I would also remind your readers, that at the May
meeting in 1896 (already referred to) it was clearly and
distinctly laid down that this projected museum and li-
brary was not for Napier (solely), but for the East Coast of
New Zealand. I quote from your paper of the time: “A
museum here would be a museum for the East Coast, not
only for Hawke’s Bay proper or for the old provincial
districts, but for Poverty Bay and Gisborne, and the coun-
try stretching up to the East Cape. The people of those
districts could not possibly have a museum of their own.
Auckland, as they knew, had a museum for the whole of
Auckland province, &c.” I fear the forgetting of this—a
main object in the success of the proposed plan—has also
been the means of it having been overlooked.

And—as I do not intend to write again on this
subject, I may be allowed to briefly mention two or three
errors, or omissions, in your report of the 16th inst., (I
would it could be given in extenso, even if I have to pay
for it). (1.) I did not say — “His books and mon-
ey” (meaning, the whole) “would now go to his native
town of Penzance in Cornwall”:— but, part only. (2.) You
omitted, (a) what I said about Mr M‘Lean’s generous
offer; that that in part mainly depended on the standing
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committee of the late Sir Donald M‘Lean’s Memorial
Fund agreeing thereto; and (6) my promised subscription
of £500 to back up and support Mr M‘Lean’s plan. Both,
however, of these omissions you kindly allowed and
supplied in your next morning’s issue; and I only mention
them now, in conclusion, to show to the distorters and
carpers, that even in your report there were admitted
omissions. To all such invidious folk I would quietly and
individually say nosce te ipsum. —I am, &c.,

W. COLENSO.
Napier, February 26th, 1897.
[Mr Colenso spoke under great excitement and in a low
tone, making it difficult for our reporter to follow him, and
it is quite possible that he misunderstood Mr Colenso in

this matter, though the report is a faithful transcript from
his shorthand notes.— Ed. H.B.H.]

Colenso made light of the whole affair in his
1 February 1897 letter to Hooker, but his hurt
is obvious,

My very dear old friend —

(I write) To tell you of the Hawke’s Bay
grand failure re my offer made to them
in May last towards a Museum. But |
must cut this short. We met in Commit-
tee on 15th Jany. (up to date I had
heard nothing) when I found the great
sum of £168. — had been promised by
about a score individuals: a few old
personal friends giving £10. ea, and (to
his honour be it recorded) Father Bins-
field of the R. Cath. Mission, £3.3.0!
none of our Ch. clerics subscribing save



the Bishop, £2.2.0 — but he is not rich &
has a family. But Mr McLean (only son
of my old & quondam friend, the late
Sir Donald McLean) who had recently
been elected by us as our M.P., in his
conversation w. me in Decr. had told
me, he was willing to give the subscrip-
tions received several years ago for a
statue to his father (amounting to, say,
£600) for museum and Library — pro-
vided his Sc. Comee would consent,
who have always been strong for statue
— 1, too, being one of that Comee., hav-
ing both subscribed & collected, — and
that he would add thereto so as to make
£1000. Well, I told the Comee., that
since such was the case — I now wholly
withdrew my offer, but that since Mr
McLean — able, young, educated, trav-
elled on continent &c &c., rich; mar-
ried with a rising family, a large stake
in the District, and a hearty desire to
carry out the original plan of a Muse-
um, &c., had promised £1,000, I would
support him and subscribe £500, —
leaving it to him to carry it out. Many
words followed: some too high to be
written: and finally we broke up in
disorder!! I have not since been into the
town, and our Annual Meeting is on the
8th inst. — which, [ suppose, I must
attend as President, but it may be my
last appearance there. I fear much of

the failure is to be attributed to low
jealousy. Not one of the wealthy set-
tled folk around thought of subscrib-
ing, though all have been visited w. a
Circular, their tastes mainly go in
other and opposite directions — Rac-
ing (w. its betting), theatres every
night, Hunting (imported hares!) Po-
lo, Caledonian Sports, Football, &
other outdoor games — a legion! and
the newest Craze of bicycles! Mr
McLean (almost the only rich sheep-
farmer who does not patronise Rac-
ing) said — “Why the money put
through the totalisator at one day’s
racing would suffice for a Muse-
um!” (sometimes, £6, 7, 8000!)

Napier Town Section 109, the land Colenso offered
to donate for a museum A...

...now occupied by 6-10 Milton Rd ¥




Te Raa Maumahara

From the Otorohanga College Newsletter

In 2014, our college was awakened to our local history of the NZ Wars. Following

our school excursion to Rangiaowhia and Orakau, Whaea Mariana Papa announc-
ed that we would take a petition to parliament seeking a statutory holiday and
nationwide NZ Wars education. Ultimately, the petition would seek commemora-
tion of those who had fallen on our soil in defence of their Whenua, and those
who had fought against them in the imperial and colonial armies.

On October 28", the day of He Whakaputanga o Niu Tireni, we achieved that
dream of the petition signed by 13,000 people; in attending the book launch of
Moetii and the first national commemoration day at Mangatoatoa Pa. Auspi-
ciously Kingi Tu Heitia, who was the first to sign the petition, and Hon. Nanaia
Mahuta who sponsored it, were there among many dignitaries. The whaikorero
marked the memories and the purpose of this inaugural commemoration day.

The significance of the day was embodied in the launch of Moetii by Witi Thimae-
ra and Hémi Kelly. The first bilingual novella to be written in Te Reo and Eng-
lish; it tells the story of Moeti, a 16 year old boy who fought at Orakau.

Our students were privileged to be invited to Mangatoatoa. Waimarama Anderson
and Leah Bell (the two signatories to the petition), with Zak Henry and Rhiannon
Magee attended the event also as the original four from 2014.

Across Aoteroa, stories about how whanau and groups have commemorated this
day are notable. Our Deputy Principal Amy Hacker took Charles and Tori to St.
John’s in Te Awamutu where they laid a wreath in remembrance alongside Cam-
bridge and Te Awamutu students. A tour of the battle sites was booked out that
day. One of our teachers told a story wherein she drove to Orakau with her daugh-
ter who was full of questions, wanting to know her history. They encountered
“another couple, dressed in mustard khaki and gold brocade who were so solemn,
deeply sad”. The four of them commemorated, in their own way, on site. All
forms of media have launched stories about the NZ Wars history. Go to the face-
book page that Zak runs to follow the interesting links: https:/
www.facebook.com/NZLandWars/.

Leah Bell is William Colenso’s g-g-g-granddaughter—Ed.
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Waimarama Anderson, Hon. Nanaia Mahuta, Leah Bell
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On 1 February at 5.30pm the Mayor of Wellington

will officially open
William Colenso Square,

beside the National Library

(this was cancelled in 2017 because of the earthquake).

After that at 6pm Fraser Books will launch
lan St George’s new book

Mr Colenso’s Wairarapa.

in the National Library

On 22 and 23 February 2019 MTG Hawke’s Bay
and the Colenso Society will host

Colenso 3:
The Third Colenso
Conference

in Napier at MTG Hawke’s Bay.
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Ian Cairns: Waitangi Mission site redevelopment
The printer’s printer

A book of technical interest

Colenso & Harding

“D. Blair lith.”

Ancient tide lore...

Supplement: Ancient tide-lore and tales of the sea...

February

Ann Collins: Brock, Colenso’s London agent
Reverend Thomas Hutton Vyvyan
Colenso’s Cornish support group

A replacement child?

The company of children

Edible plants

Te Puka

Two big books

A correspondence of hepaticologists
William Colenso Square, Wellington

March

Ann Collins: Colenso’s man Anderson

Dangers and fatigues of missionary travelling in New
Zealand

Richard Watts, printer, Crown Court

Gideon Smales

Assistant masters GA Selwyn, Eton & JW Colenso, Harrow

“Unexpected Connections”

April

Ann Collins: The Morgans—an hospitable Cornish family
A very painful accident

Sold at auction in 2014

Sold at auction in 2016

The nameless one

NZ warships

Emails to the Editor

The ascent of Hikurangi

Sunday trading

May

The Ruahine crossings

The inland Patea villages

Ian Cairns: Where was the Waitangi Mission Station?

Simon Nathan: The scientific achievements of William
Colenso FRS

The Parliamentary cdv

The 3rd Colenso Conference

June

The Old Student; the bringer of weeds
The sender of weeds

The rise and fall of Joshua Lear

The voyage of the Prince Regent

3 Colenso Conference

July

The tamariki write to Papa

The teachers

Mr JS Ballantine

Mrs C Birnie

Mr J Matthews

Wakitipu, Wakatupu, Wakatipu...

August

William Colenso’s Wairarapa olive and other stories
Lake Tarawera

Colenso’s monarch butterflies

Reminiscences of Colenso as an old man

Young Oscar Alpers

What happened to Colenso’s big bell?

Supplement: “My Botanical friend Reader”.

September

Kahukura on Ongaonga

William Colenso & Samuel Marsden

The Black Joke

Another letter from Bishop Natal

One letter causes more thought than half a dozen sermons
The Illustrated London News, 25 March 1899

19

The NZ Listener of 14 June 1983.

Missionaire Anglican avec sa suite

Misionera de Nueva Zealanda con su comitiva
Colenso’s big bell. Manawatu Gorge.

3" Colenso Conference 22--23 February 2019.

October

The Colenso Dole

The Penzance Public Library

The Penzance Natural History & Antiquarian Society
Penzance’s pounamu

John Davies Enys

An invitation to Penzance

Ann Collins: Rehousing the Colenso memorial tablet
A sentimental pilchard

Local boys make good

November

Who was the “princess” on the Wanaka?
Thomas Lowry

The fight at Omarunui

Robert Cathcart

A blessing in disguise?

Lake Tarawera

December

Colensos, cricket and Conwy
The Napier Museum

Te Raa Maumahara

The 2019 Colenso Conference
Index for 2017

Merry Christmas!






STOP PRESS!!

Art+Object, the Auckland auction house, has a number

of Colenso items in its 5 December sale, the catalogue
for which can be found here: https://
www.artandobject.co.nz/auction/123/rare-books.

Most of the objects appear to be related to Andrew
Luff, the Napier real estate agent who, when he left for
England in March 1875 to educate his sons at Dulwich
College, appointed his friend William Colenso to look
after his affairs in New Zealand.

Colenso wrote many letters to Luff, which the latter
kept. They are as important as Colenso’s letters to Cou-
pland Harding—perhaps less self-revealing, but equally
full of news and local gossip.

Luff’s son George Andrew Middlemass Luff returned to
New Zealand and was the surveyor-engineer who com-
pleted the rail connection between Napier and Welling-
ton, north through the Forty Mile Bush to Woodville.
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Error

Gwil Colenso writes, “In my letter to the editor on the
Colenso Memorial Tablet in November's eColenso there
are two mistakes. 1) I referred to articles by lan and Ann
on the Tablet as appearing in the November issue of
eColenso. 1 had meant to say that the articles I referred
to were in the October issue. 2) In the second paragraph,
in the second sentence beginning “But where ... “,

“after being removed from this location” should read,
“before being moved to the council offices”. My apolo-
gies for these mistakes and for any confusion

caused. Gwil Colenso.”



https://www.artandobject.co.nz/auction/123/rare-books
https://www.artandobject.co.nz/auction/123/rare-books

