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Colenso Conference 2 
In the end it was a very successful conference ï enjoyable, stimulat-

ing, refreshing, immersing us in that extraordinary world that was 

19th century New Zealand and in the life and times of that extraordi-

nary nineteenth century polymath William Colenso, his work and 

that of his contemporaries. 

ñIn the endò because the Director and staff of the Stout Research 

Centre at the Victoria University of Wellington (the conference or-

ganiser) had to find a new venue after the earthquakes had closed 

Molesworth St and thus access to the National Library; because (for 

the same reason) the ceremonial opening of William Colenso Square 

by the Mayor of Wellington had to be cancelled; because (for the 

reason of a family death) I had to miss the first day. 

What impressed me were first, the buzz of excitement and pleasure I 

heard about the first day; and second, on day two, the depth of re-

search, the clarity and insight of speakers who had thoroughly re-

searched their subjects, who were familiar with the contexts and 

mores of colonial New Zealand, who did not make judgments based 

on twentyfirst century concepts and dogmas and ideals, who under-

stood the MǕori and European men and women of the time, who 

were able to place themselves in those places and those times with 

empathy, intelligence and scholarship. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to the people of the Stout Research Cen-

tre for achieving so much under such adverse conditions. 

I enjoyed it; I learned a lot; I renewed old acquaintances and gained 

new contacts; I look forward to Colenso Conference 3ðsooner than 

2021?  

Ian St George 

THE WORKS 

The complete writing of William Colenso, 
published papers, booklets, letters to  
editors, unpublished letters, journals,  

diaries, all as Word files on one searchable 
memory stick. Plus .pdfs of all copies of eColenso  

to December 2016. Plus e-copies of Colensoõs 
collections, Doctor Colenso I presume?, Bagnall 

& Petersenõs William Colenso. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$50: proceeds to the Colenso Society. 

Contact Ian St George: istge@yahoo.co.nz. 
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William Colenso described his first voyage on the mission schooner 

Columbine in ñMemorandum of several visits among the natives on 

the E. Coast of New Zealand; performed during the years, 1836, 

1838, 1839, 1840, and 1841; extracted from private journal.ò De-

spite his habitual seasickness he sketched several scenes. 

1838. Jany. 1.ðWent on hoard ñColumbineò at 7. p.m., with Revd. 

W. Williams; and, at 10. p.m., weighed anchor: vessel full, slept on 

deck.ð 

2nd and 3rd. Slowly progressing, winds light: off Wangarei this even-

ing: dreadfully sickð 

4th. Off ñMercury Islesò: one of 

the outermost of these Islets, is 

worn by the Sea into a beautiful 

and majestic arché. Made en-

trance of Tauranga, Bay of Plenty, 

by sunset.  

5th. This morning I landed at the 

Mission Station, Tauranga; glad 

enough to escape the confinement, 

sickness, and monotony of the 

vesselé. 

12thé. About 3. p.m., went on board, the Columbine to resume our 

voyage; wind contrary, anchored under Maunga Nui; went on shore, 

collected a few more shells & Geol. specimens. Weighed anchor 

again about midnight.ð 

13th. This morning found us off 

the Tumué. This afternoon off 

Waihi, where we landed Messrs. 

Chapman and Morgan, and their 

ladies, who were to go from this 

place to Rotorua by land. Great 

swell in crossing the bar at the 

mouth of this little river. Took a 

sketch of the place, collected a few shells; and, while Goods were 

landing, strolled up a little way by the river side to visit a party of 

natives, gave Medicine to the Sick child of the Chief. Returned on 

board vessel; set sail; passed White 

Island, a volcano, at about 2Ĳ 

miles distance; much wished to 

land on the same; great quantities 

of smoke and steam arising from it, 

apparently from a long ravine ex-

tending from the shore to the sum-

mit of the same. As usual, very 

sick.  

14th. Lordôs Day. Off Cape Runaway; land very rugged, and high.  

The mission schooner Columbine 
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15th. Wind contrary; Warekahika (Hickôs Bay) in sight; for which we 

were now ñbeating upò. Anchored at 8, p.m.  

16th. Landed this morning about 10 0ôclock.  

She was a 67 ton wooden schooner built by James Munn of Sydney 

in 1833 [1]. The newly launched vessel was tied up at Kingôs 

Wharf, awaiting the patronage of passengers and merchants.  

 

 

ƹThe Sydney Gazette 

and New South Wales 
Advertiser  

15 October 1833 

 

 

They were slow in coming but at last she departed Sydney on Mon-

day 2 or 9 December 1833, 

 

 

ƹThe Sydney Gazette 

and New South Wales 
Advertiser  

19 November 1833 

 

 

 

 

 

ƹThe Sydney Herald  

12 December 1833 

 

ñClearing in óNo Manôs Landô,ò undated. [Mitchell Library: ref. PXA236 CY283; image 20].  
A bay and mountainous hinterland from the sea, perhaps Hicks Bay  

from the Mission schooner Columbine in January 1838.  

The Columbine 

The Columbine is an important vessel in our history and I was sur-

prised, in searching for information about her, at how little coherent 

intelligence there was.  

Newspapers preserved in ñTroveò the Australian parallel to our ñPapers  

Pastò, fortunately do contain a good deal of information about her. 
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It seems she waited rather too long at the Kingôs 

Wharf  for patronage, for the Harbourmaster 

flexed his bureaucratic musclesé 

ƹThe Sydney Herald 28 November 1833 

The Colonist and Van Diemen's Land Commer-

cial and Agricultural Advertiser 4 March 1834 

reported in its ñNew Zealand and Whaling 

Newsò column, that among ñarrivals in the Bay 

of Islandsò was 

 

So she arrived at the end of her maiden voyage, 

at the Bay of Islands, on 2 January 1834 & left 

for Tonga on 13th. She returned to the Bay on 5 

March to load potatoes from businessmen Gil-

bert Mair and William Powditch, as the Sydney 

Herald New Zealand correspondent reported , 

(ñMillsò = Milne), 

 

 

 

 

She sailed for Sydney on 12 March arriving on 

27th (Sydney General Trade List 29 March 1834). 

 

 

 

 

The Columbine brought news to NSW (ñthe 

Colonyò) from unruly New Zealand and the 

potatoes met with approval. The Colonist and 

Van Diemen's Land Commercial and Agricultur-

al Advertiser reported on 15 April 1834, 

Captain Milne seemed to court trouble, 
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Back to NZ with a passengeré 

é and back again to Sydney, with flax...  

é and news, 

The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales 

Advertiser of 29 July 1834 reported goods 

imported into New South Wales from the 

islands and NZ via Columbineðincluding 

red wine (surely our first export of it)... 

é and gossip, as the Sydney Monitor of 26 

July 1834 reported, 

     The schooner John Dunscomb  left Launces-
ton on the 23rd January last, on a trading voyage 
to New Zealand, and arrived at the Bay of Is-
lands in about 17days. A Chief of the Bay of 
Plenty  was at the Bay of Islands, and he engaged 
with the Capt. of the John Dunscomb  (McLean) 
to take him to his own place, stating, he had 
plenty of flax to give him. Accordingly, McLean 
sailed for the Bay of Plenty, and arrived there in 
about a week, but not liking the appearance of 
the harbour, he bore away; he returned in ten 
days, and in attempting to get into the harbour of 
the Bay of Plenty, the vessel struck on the bar 
and stuck fast. After discharging the ballast, the 
vessel was got off into the inside the harbour, 
where the water was fresh. After lying there 
about six weeks, the  natives robbed the people 
on board (capt, mate, and six men) of every thing 
they had, but returned the chests and their con-
tents, save the paper (to make cartridges). The 
blankets, guns, ammunition, and the cargo, were 
all seized.  
     The captain and crew at length got the vessel 
over the bar into the main, but they left one lad 
ashore named George Budd , the natives demand-
ing him as a hostage or surety for their returning 
to the port another time. The natives on their 
part promised to prepare flax to load the vessel 

when she came back. The boy remained among 
the natives about a month, when receiving a note 
from an European, one J. Taylor  (a servant of 
Mr. McLean, who was trading within 35 miles 
where the boy was prisoner), he ran away and 
reached the next tribe. This tribe being at war 
with the tribe from whom the boy had run, con-
veyed him to Voca hereny, where Taylor was; 
thence he travelled a hundred miles on the sea -
coast till he came in sight of the Colum-
bine  (Captain Milne), who  took him on board and 
brought him to Sydney. The natives gave the lad 
food, but did not make much of him. They are a 
new colony of natives. They consist of runaway 
slaves from other tribes. They are disliked on 
this account by their neighbours ; and but for the 
hostility and jealonsy between the latter, they 
would unite and extirpate or subjugate them. 
This slave -emancipated tribe consists at present 
of about 250 men and 300 women, with great 
quantities of children ; it is daily increasing by 
runaway slaves, and if not interfered with, will 
become a powerful tribe. They kill and eat all the 
captives they take in war. There were about half 
a dozen chiefs among them, who seemed to have 
equal authority. They had not been established 
above eighteen months, and were still employed 
in building houses and planting potatoes.  
     The chief cause of the lad's running away, 
was the extreme pain he experienced in being 
tattooed . He exclaimed against this honour , but 
in vain ; all he could prevail was to be tattooed 
on the back parts of his body, in lieu of his face; 
but they placed one ornament of the kind on his 
chin ; and the figure being of a light and elegant 
description, does not disfigure him. As they 
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wished the lad to marry,  and as he had heard 
of the safety attending such an alliance, he 
received this proposal with less reluctance than 
the one of tattooing. One of the girls having 
been accustomed to the society, and habits of 
white men, he selected her as his wife, and the 
ceremony was solemnized after the  New Zea-
land fashion, with presents, prayers to their 
Attua. &c. &c.  
     Capt. Milne of the Columbine  procured 
Captain McLean's watch and about 9 l. in silver 
from an American servant of Mr. McLean. 
When Captain Milne arrived at the Bay of 
Islands, he learnt that Mr. Busby had offered 
50 l. to any captain who would go down to the 
Bay of Plenty to fetch up the crew. Captain 
Milne accordingly waited on him to offer his 
services. Mr. Busby told him, that since he 
made the offer, he had been given to under-
stand the vessel and crew had got away safely, 
and therefore must withdraw his offer. Captain 
Milne then went southward, with the intention 
of calling at the Bay of Plenty; and thus the 
lad Budd  fell in with him to his great joy. Capt 
Milne is to be applauded for his endeavours to 
aid the crew of the John Dunscomb , to the 
utmost of his power consistently with his duty 
to his owners.  

¸¸¸¸¸¸¸  
 
Two weeks later the Columbine was 

ñrefittingò in Cockle Bay (Sydney Monitor 

9 August 1834), 

She was to be ready by September, 

é and the Sydney Gazette and New South 

Wales Advertiser of 11 October 1834 would 

reported her off to NZ, the ñEastern Isles,ò 

The Sydney Herald reported on 13 Novem-

ber 1834 that she arrived at the Bay of Is-

lands on 31 October,  

 

Sold to the missionaries 

Then the Sydney Herald of 29 January 1835 

reported a change of hands, 

Navy man Henry Williams had spotted the Colum-

bine in May 1834 and wrote in his diary, 

16/5/34 At day light a Schr. obs'd at 

anchor by the black rocks, which 

proved to be the Columbine schr. from 

Sydney.  

He determined to buy her for the mission, 

Saturday, 1 November. Fine. Examined 

the Columbine schr. with a view to 

purchasing her should she be a desira-

ble vessel for the Mission. I was much 

pleased with her. She is a fine little 

vessel. 

Thursday, 27 November. The great 

question of the purchase of the Colum-

bine brought before us, a difficult mat-

ter. 

23 Dec 34. Columbine arrived from 

Tongatapu. 

Saturday, 27. Gale at S.E. with heavy 

rain. Retôd to business; at much diffi-

culty respecting the purchase of the 

Columbine; however it was resolved to 

be done. 


