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Against antisemitism 

Colenso to David Balfour 28 March 1881, “… on Sat night, 
Webers long letter appeared in the D. Telegraph against the 
Jews, and that so stirred me, I gave all yesterday in writing a 
reply, & in copying half for the D.T., which I hope may ap-
pear in this evenings paper.” 

Three letters, against anti-Semitism, were not accessible 
when I compiled Colenso’s letters to editors in Give your 
thoughts life, but now that the Alexander Turnbull Library’s 
newspaper collection is again available, I have traced them to 
the Daily Telegraph of 28, 30 and 31 March 1881. They are 
copied here rather messily, but they do constitute an impor-
tant statement. 

Colenso wrote them in response to Carl Hermann Weber 
1822–1886, a German migrant who had penned a letter de-
fending attempts in Germany to limit the human rights of its 
Jewish population. 

Napoleon had emancipated Jews across Europe, but his fall in 
1815 marked the beginning of pogroms in nationalistic Ger-
many. After German unification under Bismarck in 1871 the 
response to the influx of eastern Jews fleeing Russian anti-
Semitism was strong, resulting in the formation of an Anti-
Semitic League and the völkisch movement. 
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Weber and his two brothers 
had fled Germany as pacifists. 
He was approached to come to 
New Zealand in 1860 as a sur-
veyor. He purchased “The 
Pines” (now the oldest surviv-
ing house in Waipawa) from 
TH Fitzgerald. He was ap-
pointed Provincial Engineer 
and Chief Surveyor for 
Hawkes Bay and was the first 
Harbour Board Engineer. 

He was an active member of 
the HB Philosophical Institute 
and collected insects for 

Colenso, who quite genuinely refers to him as “my good friend” in his letter. 

The settlement of Weber in Southern Hawkes Bay is named after him. 

Weber disappeared near Woodville, and despite a search party, his body was not 
recovered for nearly three years.  

Colenso to Harding 12 August 1890, 
“You will, no doubt, have heard of the 
finding of the bones of poor Weber: I 
preached a special Sermon last Sy. night at 
Wdv. on lonely sudden death; a large & 
most attent. Congn.—Weber’s remains 
were taken to Napier for burial: his son 
Arnold was quite satisfied respecting 
them.  
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Colenso’s lengthy reply is in the form of three letters to the editor... 
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