My Father’s Medals
A few years before my father died we got his medals cleaned and remounted, and was alerted to the possibility
that Dad had not claimed all that he was entitled to. We then requested and received more medals from the
Department of Defence. This group now reflects his 30 years of service from the Korean War, time in Malaya in
the 50s and in Malaysia in the 70s. He had also started his flying training in 1944, although he was not deployed
to active service as the war was ending.

A couple of months after he died in May 2010 I found the following entry on www.medalsgonemissing.com.

The organization that runs this site was set up to help people find and recover lost war medals. They keep a
watching brief on auctions and ebay. The strange thing was that the medals were not lost and were not marked
as a copy. The vendor received $660 for this sale in 2008.
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Then about a week later I saw another item about these medals in an auction catalogue, with much more
biographical information (see the following).
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The auction had already occurred, but I contacted the auctioneer. My purpose was to inform the purchaser that
the medals were not my father’s and that the biographical information was inaccurate.
Included in the email was the following clarification concerning the attached research:
“… claim that he continued to fly in Korea after he crashed his meteor. He did not. After some retraining in
Japan he returned to Australia. The cause of his crash in Malaya was associated with the bacteria that attack jet
fuel – not the weight at takeoff.”
The response included the following:
“The two medals (as indicated in the auction catalogue) are the Korea Medal and U.N. Korea medal. The Korea
Medal is correctly named to ‘A34193. G. M. COLLINS.’ in 1950’s style naming. It is possible that two medals
(or more) were impressed in error as this has occurred numerous times before. Also I do not appreciate being
accused of providing false provenance as National Archive records indicate that your father was flying in the
times mentioned in the catalogue write-up. If you have official records that are contrary then I am happy to
incorporate this information to the purchaser of the medal group. I will provide the information you have given
to me to the purchaser but please understand that I receive emails from relatives after an auction and some have
said similar things to me, but have either proven to be false or were based on exaggerate hearsay. I appreciate
that we do not always have every piece of information but we only write about the information we do have. I
hope that at least the write-up of the auction catalogue was a compliment to your fathers’ outstanding service.”
The National Archives do indicate that my father served with 77 Squadron from the 5 April 1953 until the 3 July
1953. However his logbook (considered an official record) indicates that he flew recce from Kimpo on May 13,
15, 17 and then strike missions on 18, 19, 20, 23 and 26. He next flew from Iwakuni, Japan from June 10 until
21. After this he returned to Australia and next logged a flight from Sale on the 22 Sep in a Wirraway.
The Vampire ejection was taken from an account Dad and I gave to the ejection-history website, www.ejectionhistory.org.uk and was mainly true.
The Canberra accident description would have annoyed my father considerably. He spent 5 years after the
incident fighting to clear the records that had implied “pilot error”. He was successful in achieving this. The
story behind this accident is much more interesting than is included in the catalogue.
My response finished with the following:
“I do have his service history from NAA. I also have his personal records that include witness statements. I also
have had the privilege of being his daughter, through the 24 years that he served after my birth. I am afraid that
detailing three of his plane accidents does not do justice to his 30 years service in the RAAF. Your concern
about my recollections of my father’s history is a mirror of my concern that someone has bought medals
attributed to my father, received a history that includes untruths, exaggerations and hyperbole. I thought that I
was offering them an opportunity to have the facts – which are interesting in themselves.”
Given the sequence of these events I formed the impression that there are people buying up medals, possibly a
discarded damaged striking, doing a little research, writing a colorful history, then selling them after the
apparent owner has died – presumably making a significant profit.
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