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eColenso April 2014 carried an extract of a letter from Sophie Colen-

so. Sophie was the wife of Frank Colenso, a son of the Bishop of 

Natal and one of her brothers was Frederick Frankland who came to 

New Zealand. The letter-within-a-letter is from his wife (Sophieôs 

sister-in-law) Miriam, born in NZ.  

Sophie copied this from Miriamôs letter,  

é. the Mrs Colenso I met on the steamer when we were re-

turning from Napier on our óreading tripô was the native 

wifeðquite a handsome woman with curly hair: she and I sat 

together in the tiny tug boat which took us out in the stream to 

join our steamer ñWanakaò bound for Wellington. Mrs Col-

enso & I had cabins opposite each other.ò  

Petersen wrote on 17 May 1946, 

I am a little mystified by Mrs. Franklandôs reference to meet-

ing a Mrs. Colenso, a Maori lady, on the steamer between 

Napier and Wellington in 1880. I cannot think that this was 

Willieôs mother, who was legally married to Hamuera and 

would not, in any case, assume the name of Colenso.  

We asked (rhetorically), who was that lady?  

I recently found Miriam Franklandôs letter at the Turnbull Library 

(ATL MS-Papers-10535-2). It says a good deal more than Sophie 

transcribed and it is annotated in red, presumably by Sophie. The first 

page is missing so it is undated, but Sophie had ñjust receivedò it in 

1912. 

    The first Mrs. Colenso was the white wife, but I do not 

know in what year the Rev. W. separated from her. Was it not 

a coincidence that I should share a cabin on the steamer with 

the ñPrincess Maoriò Mrs Colenso (the 2nd.)ðwhen we were 

returning from Napier to Wellington on our Honey-Moon 

trip? (about 1881) We were both of us drenched to the skin, 

through a very rough trip on a tiney tug boatðtaking us out 

across the Napier Bayðto board our steamer, the old famous 

Wanaka, back to Wellington. Our clothes, corsets, shoes, etc, 

& everything being dried down in the engine room. The next 

morning we had breakfast together in our cabin, it being still 

too rough for us to get upð& our clothes not yet being 

ready!! for us! I did not know till later that my ship mate was 

then Mrs. Colensoð& so there-by hangs a tale!! & a sad tale 

tooðfor I believe the wife no. 1 was a lovely woman & by no 

means deserved the treatment, to be cast-off. The Rev. W. may 

have been on board but we did not know him, if he were 

there. 

    The fine monument to the Rev. W. Colenso still stands in 

the Napier Cemetery & was not destroyed during the great 

earth-quake, & when nearly the whole town was destroyedð

taking the fine Hotel we, Fred & I had stayed at for a whole 

week, under the very nose of the ñPrincessò!!! With her beau-

tiful glossy curley hair in wringlets at the sides such as the 

fashion is today. I have often wondered if Ridley Latimer was 

the only child* to the Princess:ðMrs. Colensoðthe 1st.ð

died at her daughterôs homeé. 

* Here my sister in law makes a big mistake! It was the ѹ Maori  
   (Penzance) son who was the Princessô. 

Who was the princess on the Wanaka? 
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Actually the Wanaka departed Napier on 8 May 1879, as the 

Hawkeôs Bay Herald of the 9th reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even though Miriam and Fred Frankland had been on their honey-

moon, women and men had separate cabins, so the two drenched 

women had to share. Perhaps they introduced themselves only with 

first names as they disrobed, for ñI did not know till later that my 

ship mate was then Mrs. Colensoò. Had Miriam  been told at the 

time she would no doubt have had many questions. 

The Rev. W. may have been on board but we did not know him, if he 

were there. In 1879 Colenso was 68 years old and was certainly 

living alone on Colenso Hill, Napier, having just relinquished his 

duties as School Inspector: there was no ñthen Mrs. Colensoò. He is 

not listed as a passenger on the Wanaka and his extant letters of late 

April and May 1879 are from Napier. 

GC Petersen wrote I cannot think that this was Willieôs mother, 

who was legally married to Hamuera and would not, in any case, 

assume the name of Colenso. 

I am sure he was right. The Wanaka ñPrincessò who was (later) 

misidentified as Ripeka was a different Mrs Colensoðperhaps a 

Mrs Koreneho, married to a descendant of one baptised by Colen-

soðone of three nameless ñnativesò bound for Wellington that day.  

Thomas Lowry  

On 6 September 1889 Colenso wrote to his naturalist/farmer friend 

David Balfour, 

     I thank you for the pretty spns. you have kindly sent me.ð

Perhaps, both are described by me: the Clematis (or a sp. near 

it) in Trans. N.Z.I. vol. XIV. p. 329: C. quadribracteolata:ð

and the little fern in a later vol., as Asplenium. 

     This was first found by me, when out with poor dear Low-

ry (before he married!) on the rocky summits of Pukekautuku, 

N. of Okawa: & since found by Hamilton in similar places.ð 

Thomas Lowry 1814ï1881, son of an ordained priest, a graduate of 

the University of Cambridge, had arrived in New Zealand in 1846 

and founded Okawa station in 1852. He married in 1862, so accompa-

nied Colenso plant collecting during that decade of his life about 

which we know the leastð1852 to 1862. 

Colenso would describe the Asplenium as A. melanolepis (Trans N.Z. 

I. 20, 1887), stating, ñAmong crags on the summit of the high hill 

Pukekotuku, near Puketapu, County of Hawke's Bay; 1859: W.C. 

Petane Valley, north of Napier, same county; 1881: Mr. A. Hamil-

ton.ò The specimen is at Te Papa, now identified with A. trichomanes. 

In 1862 Colenso resumed his correspondence with Joseph Hooker, 

mentioning ñI have, I think, a few wee floral novelties: ï such they 

were to me; one a small ferné.ò and he mentioned it again in 1863, 

     I have a few spns. for you ï which are novel to me: one is 

a Fern, closely bordering on Asplen. Trichomanes if not iden-

tical. But I have really done nothing for years ï when I might 

have done a great deal. ï By next mail I hope to send you a 
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 small packeté. I purpose going 

about in the approaching spring 

after a few orchids, &c. 

Probably, then, this 1859 plant collecting 

ramble up the hill with Lowry was unusual 

and indeed it was not till December 1865 

that Colenso would again send plants to 

Kewðnot all collected by himself. 

Thomas Lowry would sign a petition to 

Governor Grey on Colensoôs behalf in 

1862 and would write to the government in 

support of Colenso later that year.  

On 18 November 1881 Colenso wrote to 

Andrew Luff, 

Of course you will have heard of 

Mr. Lowryôs death: I donôt think 

that you knew much of him: but we 

have lost a good old settler, and I, a 

good friend (perhaps my best, or 

only one). I felt his loss: I was in-

land at the time, so not at the funer-

al. He was the only remaining set-

tler who had spent a night in my old 

& big Mission Station Houseé. 

Pukekautuku, or Pukekotuku (white heron 

hill), north of Okawa and near Puketapu, 

cannot now be found on the NZ topo map 

of the area; there is a Pukekotare 

(kingfisher hill) not far away. 
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Hawke's Bay was not seriously troubled by 

the Hauhau until late in 1866. Shortly after 

the Volkner tragedy at Opotiki in 1865 and 

the arrival of the Pai Marire prophets in the 

Poverty Bay and East Cape, Donald 

McLean and JD Ormond took measures to 

persuade the Hawke's Bay chiefs against the 

spread of Pai Marire in their territory.  

McLean was Provincial Superintendent and 

was the Government Native Agent for the 

East Coast. Ormond had been elected to the 

House of Representatives in 1861. McLean 

called meetings of the Hawke's Bay chiefs to 

urge them to set their faces against the Pai 

Marire apostles. The principal rangatira of 

Ngati KahungunuðTareha, Te Moananui, 

and Renata Kawepo, supported by Karau-

ria, Karaitiana Takamoana, and othersð

agreed to try to stay the spread of Hauhau 

unrest.  

Colenso was invited but could not attend: he 

wrote to McLean (an undated note), 

Many thanks for your kind note and 

invitation of this morningé. 

I should very much like to attend any 

Meeting of Natives in Town called 

by youðalso to be at your Dinner 

today, (as I think some of the old 

pakehas should be there;) but I am far 

from wellé. 

I am therefore obliged (believe me 

unwillingly) to beg you to accept my 

apology for not attending the dinner.

ðwhich I am glad to see got up & 

given to the Chiefs. 

Colenso wrote to Native Minister Walter 

Mantell (6 March 1865), 

Do not believe allðor a titheðof 

what you may hear respecting our 

Natives and their Pai Maraire visi-

tors. It is a great pity the venal local 

papers should go so far as they doð

acting so unthinkingly. I believe 

Hapuku to be very very far from 

joining them. 

Colenso was referring to an alarmist editorial 

in the Hawkeôs Bay Herald of 11 March 

1865, by editor James Wood, now a Provin-

cial Councillor, 

* The text is based on Cowan J. The New Zealand 
Wars: a history of the Maori campaigns and the 
pioneering period: Volume II: The Hauhau Wars, 
(1864ï72). Chapter 14: The fight at Omarunui. 

The fight at Omarunui*  
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The following year Colenso (in 

Wellington on parliamentary 

duties) wrote to McLean on 1 

September 1866, 

I find the ñRangatiraò is 

to leave this port for 

Napier on Monday next, 

and I hasten to give you 

some information which 

I have lately (by 

ñQueenò) received from 

Napier. I have had 2 

�d�����,���‰�µ�l�µ 

letters of warning, written 

by a friendly pair of Na-

tives living between 

Havelock and Waipawa, 

(whose names and village 

I must not divulge,)ð 

The menace to European settle-

ment in Hawke's Bay came not 

from Ngati Kahungunu but from 

an outpost of Hauhauism in the 

interior, on the mountain track to 

Taupo. At the beginning of Octo-

ber 1866, the Ngati Hineuru, 

from Te Haroto and Tarawera on 

the present Napier Taupo road, 

set out with the intention of at-

tacking Napier, led by the 

chief Te Rangihiroa and the Pai 

Marire prophet Panapa. They had 

the approval of Rewi Maniapo-

to and other Kingite leaders. 

The war party of about eighty 

men marched over the range at 

Titiokura and descended to Po-

hue and the plains. At Te Pohue 

they were joined by recruits from 

Wairoa, making up a total 

strength of one hundred and thir-

ty. Panapa went to Omarunui, on 

the Tutaekuri River, six miles 

from Napier, with the greater 


