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(both closing on the same day) | lose no time in carrying
out to conclusion my share in this matter, without waiting
for your official letter in reply; and, therefore, | enclose a
draft for AL000, payable to the Mayor and treasurer of the
borough of Penzance, which | shall also send in duplicate,
hoping my letters may duly and safely reach you and the

The Colenso Dole
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The first newspaper rep@ot nbsé hianlyprefering Gorpisinmen, espeeially theasmwhosate, agdn  t h e

ma o f 7 March 1895 shall be, bona fide townsmen or descendants of townsmen

of the borough of Penzance.

And may God, the Giver (I am only His steward) ever
jtm{{(ew}z(Oivl(ew}z({}kkm{{wz{31(
the same.

I thank Him heartily that | enabled, and privileged, to
do this; and, if it should be fairly possible for me to add
thereto in days to come, | will gladly do so. , lam, sirand
gentlemen, yours faithfully, =~ W. COLENSO.

Th@orni sh dfel2gMaypyhl895
Th@orni ofhiman Apr i | 1897,

REV. WILLIAM  COLENSO NEVER FORGETS PENZANCE .,

Some time since we noted the handsome offer of a Pen-

zance man, long settled in New Zealand, the Rev. W. Col-
mv{wd(|w(ogq~m(A9=88(ivl(i(nzmm({qg]

WE shall all be delighted that Penzance poor are to re-
ceive the annual interest on ~ A1000, which Mr. Colenso will
send from New Zealand to be invested by the Town -
council. This is the kind of Socialism which (the Mayor
will agree with me) is Individualism at its best.

On 2 MayCoBAbsbimén report,

publ i shed
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The Rev. W. Colenso, of Napier, New Zealand, has for-
warded to the mayor of Penzance £1000, to be invested,
and the interest to be given annually to deserving poor of
the borough. Here, however, is his interesting, indeed
touching, letter: |

Napier, New Zealand, March 15th, 1895. To his Wor-
ship the Mayor and to the Corporation of the Borough of
Penzance., Sir, and gentlemen and fellow -townsmen: |
have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your cable-
gram on the 5th instant, informing me of your acceptance
of the terms of my letter to you of the 8th January last,
and | thank you for it.

| was absent from home at the time of its arrival, and
now that our fwo mails are about to leave for England

found a museum. Now an institution of that kind is popu-

lar enough as a place of resort, whether it be the British

or the Penzance, but the labour, the taste, the cost have to
come from the few. This is not to be wondered when com-
munities are found unwilling to pay 1d. in the £on ratea-
ble property for reading -rooms accessible to all and librar-
ies available for every home. Our own local collections of
minerals, fossils, birds, fishes, and curios are seen by the
many but are supported by the, comparatively, few. So we



not surprised that in a busy, bustling, commercial colony

anuar
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with reciprocal warmth. Only £163 met his £1500 and free
piece of land, and this came from 20 persons, not one of

pwu( i{( mit]pe¢(wz(iv(wtl ({m]]¢1t

the one responsive chord with an offer get a grant of £700
and to make that amount £1000. On Monday, Feb. 15th,
our aged and honoured fellow -townsman attended a meet-

gvo( wn( | pm( Pi sm3{(Ji¢(xpgtw{wxp

with regret not untouched with deep feeling of this indif-
ference. He took the £163 as proof that the society itself
does not really care twopence for science: therefore he
would cease to be one them and would not attend another
meeting, the more as the museum had been changed into a
large hall for general purposes of assembly and amuse-
ment, while their garden had been turned into an ordinary
tea-place. Some Maori curios are lost, which fact made
him anxious about his own valuable deposits, especially as
there are small jealousies among the members. At present
it is his intention to devote part of his library and of the
£1700 to a place where science, botany, and rare things
are more appreciated , his native town of Penzance. Mr
H. Hill moved thanks to the Rev. W. Colenso, F.R.S., the
retiring president, for the interest he had shewn in the
institution for a year and for his generous offer, as well as
expressions of regret at the lack of public spirit. This had
caused the society and its rooms to drift into their present
condition. People ought to have been stirred by the sight
of man between 80 and 90 who came to the meetings
every month in the winter and gave the members the ben-
efit of his ripened scholarship and experience in scientific
matters. Dr. Moore seconded. Mr. Colenso spoke warmly
the neglect of science but heartily thanked all for kindness
and wished them well. The Rev. W. Colenso is firm when
he has made up his mind, and it is not at all unlikely that
Penzance may have the chance to appreciate that to which
Vi xgmz(ivl (Pi sm3{(Ji¢({pw ml
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Colenso made a handsome offer to the people of the land
of his adoption, which offer they did not see their way to
accept, and the consequence is that the poor of his own
native town will reap the benefit. Really, | cannot bring
myself to say that | regret the lack of public spirit in
Pism2{(Jie(O0Q(|pavs(|pil|(af(
poor of Penzance will be benefitted by the interest on that
thousand pounds more than the New Zealand town would
be enlightened the museum. It is very gratifying to find
that Mr Colenso, in spite of his long sojourn in the land of
the Maori and the Apteryx, has not forgotten Penzance.
Would that more of our very many emigrants, who leave
us for their own good, would remember us in the days of
their prosperity.

Th@orni sh 8ebegampdr 1898,

(qvl

THE COLENSO DOLE., At the special meeting of Pen-
zance Town Council on Monday Alderman Julyan an-
nounced that the £1000 promised by the Rev. W. Colenso,
New Zealand, as an addition to the sum already available
for the Colenso Dole had come to hand. It was now depos-
ited in the Consolidated Bank in the name of Mr Colenso
and himself. He simply made an announcement that day
proposing to read the letters and deal with the matter

more formally at the next meeting.
gnnmzmvKkmé
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Th@orni sh Z2 | kgaamlher

THE COLENSO DOLE, FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH
FOR THE DONOR .

Alderman Julyan said he had to lay before the council
the communication from the Rev. W. Colenso, of New
Zealand, to which he referred the special meeting. It
would be within the remembrance of the council that Mr
Colenso had sent an intimation to the effect that he was
about to contribute another £1000 to the Colenso dole, and
had referred to some observations addressed to him by
some one in Penzance with regard to the investment of
the funds in the Penzance borough stock. In a private
communication addressed to Mr Julyan, Mr Colenso re-
marked that the safety of the investments must always be
the greatest consideration. From the remarks reported in
the Cornish Telegraph 4 (i { (
letter, it seemed that he (Mr Julyan) had rather misunder-
stood the remarks he had made as to the former invest-
ment. He had found no fault with that. He did not know
the writer of the letter to which Mr Julyan referred, and
he himself was not versed in home money matters, while
Mr Julyan must be. The letter the Town Council was as
follows: |

Sir, and borough councillors and fellow townsmen:
have the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of your cable-
gram on 28th July last informing me of your having heard
from his worship, the Mayor, of my intended offer of
another and second sum of £1000 to be invested by you for
the benefit of the poor of Penzance. | thank you for your
very prompt response. | should have sent you the sum |
had mentioned forthwith, but it was placed in our banks
as a fixed deposit for twelve months, | waited until the
year had expired which was yesterday. | enclose three
drafts on London banks, respectively for £500, £300 and
£200, £Il000, payable to the Mayor and to my eldest
nephew, William Colenso, being also one your corporate

1898,

mtt(i{(lpm(lzagn|

body, who will represent me in this matter. And as | said
before to you in my letter of March 15th, 1895, so | say
now, largely using the same words:
my present contribution to be joined to my former one, as
[w(laltm(O0’
tributing the interest arising therefrom ever open to the
poor of all creeds alike, only preferring Cornishmen, espe-
cially those who are or shall be
descendants of townsmen of the Borough of Penzance
moreover always preferring the unfortunate struggling,
prudent working man to the unthrifty, the lazy, and the
man of drinking habits. And may God the Giver (I only
His steward) ever bless you and your successors in offices
faithful ministration of the same; | thank Him heartily
that | am enabled and privileged to do this. | may also
mention that | did not intend to send you this money my-
ving, pro w for executors do so), but

(?iﬁgrﬁl;?re{ggznt ¥$1c}altq!mblglne)b) so by will has had to pay
very heavy probate duty here, deducted from the legacy |
determined to save that, although | may feel the loss of
the interest arising from the same, my income being but
moderate, and yearly becoming less through ever increas-
gvo(zi|m{(CivIlI(C]iim{6u(

Alderman Julyan added that he did not know whether
there was anything they could do to mark their sense of
Uz ( Kwtmv{w3s{(omvmzw{qgl| ¢ (] w(
£2,000 to be used for their benefit. It did occur him to
submit to the Council with all respect, whether they might
not offer to Mr Colenso the honorary freedom of the bor-
ough as recognition of his generosity in contributing to the
comfort of the poor of Penzance, and thus setting a most
excellent example. (Hear, hear.) There were many persons
who had gone away from the town and had prospered, but
had apparently forgotten their native town, and he hoped
they would be stimulated to follow in the footsteps of Mr
Colenso. (Hear, hear.) He had much pleasure in moving
that steps be taken to elect the Rev. William Colenso to

N
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bona fide townsmen or
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the honorary freedom of the borough in consideration of

his services to the poor of his native place. He presumed
that the Town Clerk would write a formal acknowledg-
ment of the receipt of the money. , Alderman CARNE
seconded. He thought it was very right and proper that the
Council should show their appreciation of such generosity
and love of his native town as Mr Colenso had shown.
Alderman JULYAN mentioned that the money stood at the
bank at present in the names of Mr Colenso and himself.
It should be handed over to the Council whenever they
wished it. ; Councillor COLENSO, in supporting, remarked
that he had been in correspondence with his uncle for
many years, though had never seen him, as he left Pen-

s

On
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THE COLENSO DoLE. The Colenso Dole, the charity
which Penzance owes to one of its oldest natives and its
youngest freeman, was distributed at the Guildhall on
Saturday by the Mayor (Councillor R. Pearce Couch) and
Alderman W. H. Julyan. Forty  -nine poor people received
10s each and thirty -five 5s each. There were also present
Alderman Carne, Councillor W. Colenso and Mr R. Colen-
so, representing the donor and Superintendant Nicholas.

Janu@orynils8 WWadleg rrapmpi |y r

zance 64 years ago. Although he had been absent so long, A month later Wil Il i@or rCod te nsfeol evarn
Mr Colenso found that his memory was still so good that 16 February 1899 reported,
he could remember many features of the town as it was
when he left it, and often asked him whether such and DEATH. OF THE REV. W. coL
such tree or shrub was still in existence. He mentioned 0
that his uncle was, he believed, the only living native of A FRIEND OF THE PENZANCE POOR.
Penzance who had been elected a Fellow of the Royal News reached Penzance on Saturday of the death of the
Society., Councillor TREMBATH also supported the mo- Zm~6( _qttqgiu(Kwtmv{w4d(N6Z6[ 6( N6OG6[ 6
tion, and the MAYOR, in putting it to the meeting, ob- Zealand, the youngest freeman of Penzance and one of its
served that he regarded as very proper recognition of a oldest natives. He was not the least remarkable repre-
very worthy act. He was sure the name of Colenso would sentative of a family several of whose members have ris-
be revered and respected in the town for all time. The en to eminence , most of them, be it noted, in the Greater
motion was carried unanimously, amid applause, and the Britain over the seas. He was a cousin of the famous Bish-
TowN CLERK intimated that he would take the proper op Colenso of Natal, and the son of the late Samuel May
steps. Colenso, who carried on business in Alverton Street as a
saddler. Born in 1811, he served his time to the trade of a
printer with Mr Thomas of Penzance and at the conclu-
sion of his apprenticeship went to London and was em-
. ployed on the works of the British and Foreign Bible Soci-
Th@orni 9fima”2 December 1898 car rdyepbught the eayant® BssoSatio® Wit foreigh nlish €
Muni ficence of Rev. W. Col en s o, siomvork yhgvColghso @adma umdgdr.an infllencdowdichMa d e a
Freeman of the Borough. o affected his whole future career. The Church Missionary

Society decided in 1833 to send a printer to New Zealand,
which was then more of a  terra incognita than Central
Africa is to -day. Mr Colenso undertook to go on this mis-



sion, and in 1835 reached the colony with the first print- £1,000 to the borough, the income from the investment of

ing press and plant that had ever been taken out to Maori which is utilised for annual gifts to the deserving poor.

land. In spite of the fact that he had not been supplied \pa{ (g{ (svw v(i{(]pm( Kwtmv{w(l wt me
with a complete outfit | even paper was wanting , he got offered £1,500 and a free site for purposes of a museum

his press to work within six weeks of his arrival, and il (Pi sm3{(Ji¢co6(\pm(zmkmx]| gwv (i kkws?:
printed the first book published in the island colony , the offer was very disappointing to Mr Colenso, and it was

epistles to the Ephesians and Phillipians | in the language withdrawn in the following year, Mr Colenso announcing

of the aborigines. By the close of the year which saw the i (i (Cummlgvo(wn( | pm(Pi sm3{(Ji¢( X
Yymmv3{(ikkm{{gwv(Uz(Kwtmv{w(pil( thaldms books @rid pmoveyV would to mi§ hative town of

ment complete in the same tongue. Six thousand copies XmveEivkmé( Pi sm3{(Jie¢3{(tw{{( i { (]
were issued, and of these only one is now known to exist. and at the end of last year Mr Colenso made a second

It was in the library of the printer, and no doubt not the donation of £1,000 as an addition to the funds available

least treasured volume contained therein. Seven years nwz( | pm(  Kwtmv{w( Lwtmép( \ pm( \ v (
later the colony had developed to such an extent that a i xxzmkgi | gwv(wn(Uz(Kwtmv{w3{(omvmzw
newspaper press was started. Mr Colenso now devoted his freedom of the borough upon him, an honour which unfor-

time entirely to ordinary mission work, in which he dis- tunately he has not lived to acknowledge. Mr Colenso was

played untiring energy and zeal and was rewarded with an occasional contributor of papers to the Penzance Natu-

great success. The North Island was the scene of his la- ral History and Antiquarian Society, and has presented a

bours, and he traversed the whole of its area on foot. He number of volumes to the Penzance Library. He also

took holy orders in 1844, in which year he took up his showed his interest in the latter institution by sending a

zm{ gl mvkm(i | (Pi sm3{(Ji¢6(Uz(Kwtmvwwi{ @iwkI| d-wq]||gpm{((Mvmzwn(umw||(( N} vl 6 ( QV (
confined to his clerical duties. As a negotiator between he has left behind him a monument which will keep his

the white colonists and the Maoris he took a very promi- memory green in Penzance for many generations.

nent part, and was the last survivor of the English signa-
tories to the Treaty of Waitangi. He was an able scientist

and archeeologist, and was universally recognised as the Th@orni 2hmamch 1899,
highest authority on Maori antiquities and folk lore, as
well as on the natural history of the Archipelago. His bo- PENZANCE TOWN COUNCIL.

tanical researches earned for him the distinction of a fel-
lowship the Royal Society, and he was also Fellow of the
Linneean Society. After his retirement from the active
work of the ministry he took an interest in politics, and
was member for Napier in the first general assembly of
1861. He also held important offices in connection with
provincial administration. To the last Mr Colenso retained
a deep interest in the place his birth, and of this he has
given very practical proof. Four years ago he presented

A fortnightly meeting on Wednesday was presided over
by the mayor (Councillor R. Pearce Couch.) There were
also present Aldermen W. H. Julyan, W. J. Bazeley, Car-
ne, J. Caldwell, and W. T. L. Perry; Councillors H. Trem-
bath, W. Colenso, G. Poole, A. K. Barnett, J. V. Thomas,
J. R. Trenwith, C. Hill, N. J. Hall, J. Bond, B. C. Mat-
thews. J. A. Fox, J. Banfield, W. Daniel, and J. H. Tonk-
ing; with the clerk (Mr. T H. Cornish) assistant -clerks
(Messrs. E. C. Scobey and H. C. Tonkin) medical officer  -of



--health (Mr. R. Boase) sanitary inspector (Mr. N. C.
Whear) and the surveyor's assistant (Mr. C. White.)

THE LATE REV.WILLIAM COLENSO .

The MAYOR, at the commencement of the meeting, re-
marked that it must be with feelings of deepest regret
that they all heard, since the last meeting, of the death of
the Rev. William Colenso, at an advanced age in his home
in New Zealand. From memoirs he had read of Mr. Colen-
so he appeared to have been a man of great talent, and to
have possessed a very close and intimate knowledge of a
very unusual range of subjects, and such was his thorough-
ness that he appeared to have been an authority on every
one of those subjects. But though Mr Colenso made his
home many thousands of miles from here, they knew he
never forgot his native town, and the deserving poor of
Penzance would have cause ever to bless and revere his
name and memory as founder of the Colenso dole. (Hear,
hear.) It was only a few weeks ago that this council unani-
mously resolved invite him to accept the honorary free-
dom of this borough, and it was a matter of great regret
to him the mayor) that Mr. Colenso had not lived to in-
scribe his name on the roll of honorary freemen. It had
occurred to him (the mayor) that they might have some
other memorial to keep his name actually before them,
but he would leave that to be dealt with on some future
occasion. He now proposed that letter be sent to Mr. Col-
enso's relatives, expressing the council's great regret at his
decease, and expressing their sympathy with them in their
bereavement.

Ald JUuLYAN said it was with pain he rose to second the
vote. He could only say that he entirely agreed with all the
mayor had said with regard to the merits of their old
friend, and to all it was a matter of great regret that he
did not live to receive that mark of public recognition of
his charity and goodwill towards the poor bis native town
that it was proposed to confer upon him.

The motion was unanimously passed.

Th@orni sh ZeMaygr aph 9,

FURTHER GENEROSITY OF THE REV.W. COLENSO.

Intimation was received from the solicitor of the late
Rev. W. Colenso, Napier, New Zealand, to the effect that
the Corporation were entitled to a share of the residue of
his estate for the benefit of the poor of Penzance, and
that as soon as possible details of the amount the town
was entitled to would be forwarded. (Hear, hear.) Council-
lor HiLL considered that something: should done to per-
petuate the memory of Mr Colenso. , The MAYOR: We
have the matter in hand.

ThE@orni $h@amober 1899,

GENERAL P URPOSES.
The Mayor -elect.

Alderman JULYAN read the report of this committee,
which stated that the mayor had presented a design and
estimate of the cost, amounting to £33 10s., of the brass
tablet to perpetuate the memory of the late Rev. William
Colenso, and his benefactions to the poor of the town. The
committee submit the same herewith, and recommend
that Messrs. Pascoe and Son be given the order for the
work, the frame to be of oak. and the name of the town -
clerk to be suitably inscribed thereon. The committee also
recommend that the Free -library committee be asked to
allow the tablet to be placed on the walls of the library,
and that the terms be asked for a copy of the tablet on
vellum to be placed in the council chamber. | The commit-
tee also recommended that Mr. Councillor Couch be invit-
ed to accept the mayoralty for the year 1899 1900.

Moving its adoption. Alderman JULYAN said at the pre-
sent stage of the proceedings he did not think there was
anything which called for any particular remark.



Alderman CALDWELL , seconding, said he felt sure from the
design for the plate which had been selected, that it would be a
very great acquisition to the library, and would perpetuate the
name of an old inhabitant of Penzance, who. although he went
into a foreign country, never forgot his native home, the home
reverenced by all Cornish people from their youth. It afforded
him very great pleasure to support the second portion of the
report. , The report was then carried by acclamation.

Th@orni 4d9m®rct ober 1899,

Messrs. Pascoe and Son, jewellers, Penzance, wrote that a re-
production of the tablet to be erected to the memory of the Rev.
W. Colenso, in vellum, and covered with plate glass, would cost
£9 15s.

Th@orni d8mdmanuary 1900,

THE COLENSO MEMORIAL

Messrs Pascoe & Son, jewellers and engravers, Penzance, wrote
informing the Council that the brass tablet to perpetuate the
beneficence of the late Rev. W. Colenso, of New Zealand, is now
completed, and they now await instructions as to where it is to
be placed., The matter was referred to the general purposes
committee.

Th@orni 8Shmamch 1900,

FREE L IBRARY

Councillor BANFIELD submitted the following report: | The free
-library committee reported that they had received a letter from
the town -clerk asking permission for the council to place a tablet
recognising the munificent gifts of the late Rev. W. Colenso, New
Zealand, in the free -library, and it was decided to co  -operate with

8




The brass tablet was mounted onps

the council in the matter, and they had elected Messrs. and when he went to New Zealand he thought would like
Wildman, Polson, Holman, and Mabbott to meet a com- to do something for the deserving poor of this town. In
mittee appointed by the council to decide on the position. 1895 he sent £1,000 to be invested for the benefit of the
poor b/ n 1898 he sent another £1,000 Txvlj in 1899 he died.

i€he lbftla Rifhé Suk £1008, WHich wadsénts U ma b |y

ceremoniously distributed ever ylitleustimeary£380 has bhea invéstedc a | papers f ai
reported, usually with fulsome acdkmowhebdgamemitu(dKwt mhiew(dacmeegi tt

and Cor ni sohf TBe |lJeagnr uagprhy

t
velum copy was mounted in the CFQ*rbkefhc‘ébyhlssﬁlléitcﬁlsmhe%dmfﬁasmc?edbéﬂiI|tt|bliye Dol e
1
[

for instance, is the r €womt s himrchpfithwas t‘(f*l? givemigthe Pcé’frﬁ%PW'ego‘%lPﬁﬂéaﬂcé )
1931, irrespective of créed; but he also mentioned that the

struggling thrifty, prudent, hard -working men should be
preferred to the unthrifty, lazy, or men of drunken habits.

| think you will agree with me when | say that the poor of
THE COLENSO DOLE Penzance have been exceedingly fortunate in having the
000 Zm~6( _6(Kwtmv{w(i{(wvm(wn(|] pm(nwzmn

Mr. William Colenso, nephew of the Rev. W. Colenso,
ANNUAL DI STRIBUTI ON AT said he was glad to see a goodly number to receive the
PENZANCE. benefit from his uncle. He was a Penzance man and alt-

) 006080 _ hough he left his native town in 1833, nearly 100 years
The f i rthetnewdearyis the flate fixed for the ago, and never came back home, his mind was always
distribution of the Colenso Dole, and consequently, the with his native town.

distribution took place this (Thursday) afternoon, in the ]
Guildhall. The Mayor (Coiin. R. Hall) made the distribu- n 19@&r nihefimdnJanuary reported t

|
tion, and was supported by Ald. W. J. Bazeley, Ald. W. G. distriMfumed e48 and 134 10s. not es
t

[
Goodfellow, and Mr. William Colenso. . .
The Mayor wished the large assembly a Happy New hree nonagerawoi g ogret atrhiiarntsy.
e
I

Year, and said they should proud that they lived in a town =] | ast di stril
like Penzance. There was no town in the county where Gi | i a n B e I 6s brother visited P
they could find so many charitable institutions as in Pen-

Eivkme( ~ m(izm( ~mze(ozi|mn}t( | GOt gﬂ;} Fa(fc”nﬂq”lm%m ’z{‘NzTZE(”e 1848 me
'ivI(uwzm(m{xmkqittﬂ:,(Rl,awWJQu)lan(klg (emovd as ni abeyanc
so. The name of Colenso is very well -known in Penzance. har Commi ssionerso.

To-day we meet to distribute some of the funds that this . . ‘
gentleman has left as a little donation to the poor of the Postwar Bwrmre g:mcmm@m;s em§5$ It si mpl:
town. Year by year we distribute the interest to you. You century egalitarian distaste for
are extremely fortunate people. | ar glessssve ?t he absorption of the Cc

“Apm(Zm~6( _qttqgiu( Kwtmv{w( i{(dqieste-~m(nund XanvAiSckmeimhme f or the re

rhaps that was t he
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BOROUGH OF PENZANCE.

Charity Commission

IN the Matter of the [ollowing
e Chariti¢s in the Barough of Pen-
NEe ;—
1. The Charity called the COLENSO
DOLE,

"l'hu chlrl:r of DAVID DENNIS.
of the MISSES
NE for the Poor.

Charity Commissioners for

The

‘| England and Wales HEREBY GIVE

¢y propose, after the
g e calendar manth, lo

blish a Scheme [or the regula-
u% of the Charities.

¢ Scheéeme can be seen between
‘1the - hours of 9§ am. ind ! ?.m on
lweekdays (Saturdays § mid=-

at the Town Cltrkl OfMice
can purchased atl the Office
of lﬁ Commissioners at the price of

ﬂh e*ltum nr suggestions may.

t-'lth Ch unt m l;lu.- Secra-
. a %Nh!'
' " .mﬁom Londan, S.
D, J. BEATTIE,
Town ClerE.
Hume}plr Bulldings. Penzarnce.

27th April, 1949,

The | ast we read of the Colenso L
enso,Comnitdbem2® May 1949; (this i
Col ensobds nephew, William Col ensc
Wil liam Cbl95n8s,0 tlh8e7 8nephew Wil |l i a
son, who was called Wi lliam Col er
enso family to live in Wiremubs [
travels in 2010 in AWi Il liam and L

Not Original Intent.

N 1895 William Colenso, a Penzance man and one of the
pioneer figures in New Zealand, left his native town a legacy
worth £3,906 on the strict understandlng that interest from it
should be given to the poor an
Day. The Colenso Dole, as it is called, was accordingly distrib-
uted on the first day of each year for overdadituryiuntil
Mr . W. Col enso, of Penzance, Re
heard that in future it would be controlled by the Charity Com-
missioners and used with other local charities as a form of Poor
Law relief whenever it was needed throughout the year. This
apparently is still the intention of the Commissioners, although
Mr. Colenso has protested that it would not fulfil the object
which his uncle had in mifithe brightening of the New Year
for the downcast.

Apparently it was not a successfu
Dol ed in the ABritish Newspaper £
suggesting it has di sappeared irr
the Charity Commi ssi on.

The bronze plaque survives: at An
mounted in the entr ydooferStt hJeo hrnobas

10 Alverton Tce, the site of Rev.
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Th L : b for many years, who has shewn for a long time past and
e I rary in various kindly ways his interest in the literary and sci-
entific institutions of his native town. We refer to the
The Penzance Public Library wasRe4 W Golgng of Napjep New r?ea@ B?ﬁn%-e for t

. . fer%d h nds f £ O %w | an
brass tablet. Wi lliam Colensoostg eéo?né};@a“ﬁr? e?#l;reﬂ(p%yeélto 1gs)oftheqhe Per
newspapersdo lists of donors o%hat he really gives £60 10s. towards a strong-
PENZANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY . . At the committee meet- hold for the 20,000 volumes which will then comprise our

ing, on Monday, Messrs. Freel and Tate were elected an- collection, many of them precious to bibliophilists, local
nual members. The following works were received and general.
"Umuwzgm{ (wn(WtI (Nzgmvl {4(] mqvo(CrB|||ez fb{ (Vﬂzwtu ra( &W}ééendar y Hedg

V|t{(|vI(Tm||mz{(wn(Klzwtqvm(Nw nzwu( 9 @;
ngz{| ( ~wt}um( wn( [ kgmvkm( OW{{qxIICﬁe(t ?nﬁ (qu l;éll gt?'{% fCoorm p

Jwws4p(qv(| w(xiz|{a4(je(]|pm(l}]|pwshmianl thml’J/CT'cﬁrzlr(aWﬁd(thmfeﬁ 138;1 hpme 18

Zealand. I note what you say re the ere
PuUBLIC LIBRARY ., Amongthebooksreceivedduring t he Penzance Public Library an
[pm(xi{] (uwv]p(izm«( " Vziv{ik|gwyv{(bedih Xzamokvmmhgvos{dwslt rongly in thi
| pm(Vm (bmltlvl(Qv{lql}lm4u<98(~wtt{i6mézw:¢dﬁé@avéﬁr(édom&lomvse absolute
~Wt}um{(wn(|pm('\ziv{iquwv{(ivl()%ZéN |mH”qur0 m|Vm | Writte
bmi tivIi(Qu{|ql}|mu( mzm(xzm{mv|ml (e iuﬁe(_sé |u(Lﬁ mvbi lf seen in
eldest son of the late Mr. Samuel Colenso, of this town, 9
who has been forty years in the colony. had been | 3-3t year said about
br qht me your |l etter, | have
THE LIBRARIAN z mxwz | ml «6(Nzwu(|pqu(wt e(r'V 4 MF W73 account of your an.
appreciated donor, Rev. W. Colenso, a volume of the t t . t f J
'mewz|{(|v|(\z|v{|k|qu{(wn(|pm(\}n?(tbﬁ]mivq(tql)ﬁﬁr}eﬁnbﬁle” , 0 ur
Th@orni ®fimad June 1885, And | do certainly hopPT that, t
and wurgent, Penzance wild.l fort
THE PROPOSED NEW LIBRARY FOR PENZANCE. the fore to do whatseverrwgaht
At a meeting on Monday of the committee specially : ' : ;
elected to consider site and means for a detached and Itﬂg |\(Ne|| tfo the pl acad tmfeamy I by
fireproof building in which to store, with a large amount h an you or your m,os genero
of certain safety, the books of the present library ~ , many In the. hope of securing both (t
wn(|]pmu(gqv~it}tijtm(ivl(gzzmxtikmijstunhksgecri be A50 (fifty pounds) t
«( i v( }vmjx mk| mbapprgcihtéd( ofie} &omes suitable building for that pur |
from a far -off colony and a Penzance man resident there C. C Ros s, M. P. , for hi s 1 i be
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towards the same object, mg Th :1:) m his words on
that occasion, 6That he wodUyl \e elﬁg Qethe nobl e exampl e
of Mr. Hedgeland foll owed poN?’bUEalolw-“S'ﬁ@ry;& " And when |
consider who were present o|n casi can only mar -
vel at such not having been AmﬁﬂuarlaﬂSnOClety
I have proved what a blessing i is to possess an extensi Ve
and use®ul supppaeymine is tlhe Iargest private one
here on this east coast, containing over 2000 vol umes, S 0 me
being valuabl e, scar ce, andMexperE)sive w rksi and_ | haV(T:a
known, t oo, whatt.itlmnsl8®3 ble' b smt'eovgerrayp- L ca Essfy? O? ev
thing in myhbasge awdl bnhy [shy8f DailpESFgre e left for Ne
through my early precauti on n&ﬁmmearviong hi t& i_ﬁnﬁinghygrum a.
detached building in the galr §ENPFAS) . “That s impossible as i
Colenso than askemkemberhe propolste & M s fAthe cultivation of
investigation of the Antiquities
¢ just to show my attachmenthehdtdmdeslieaiagtadrragh dietesi vwea lefda raeh.d d
although | have scarcely a [ramoualchkarnae sdfonseeoi wgsit adhai mn
.. Al | going on wel/l this| MEPERM should reach you early i
MaQ/that gloriously fine mont hRewiotrht sy oaun div T r!ahiBslajcet 8i%o5nosh uBh g s h e «
| and. May it find you wel/l ainrd 1ygo@i8 5 jwioa &t olfl 16 B fne d1MBheys g €1€816E2t
ing a new |ibrary building |piattoytfoapoadbanceds r ewWieweod tisn al
o Tr ans awatsi oprusbl i shed annually unti
But al aGdr rAisgifbangen concl uded, unt il 1899. The PNHAS ceased to
England moves more slowly than her colonial children, . R
and the library scheme has not progressed beyond the I'n 1839 the Societyds museum was
realm of careful thought and steady preparation. It may ket House, (now Lloyds Bank) and
be that Penzance needs some of the heart and vigour of where i tRgyalne@e dlhegi calanXo ctiheet y
one of her sons | a zeal and a trust in the future quick- Penzance Librar yo(rilratberLitba alreydam
ened, rather than clogged, by the years Mr. Colenso yet collection was moved to Penlee H
bears bravely. If anything is needed to stimulate or en-
courage it is well found in such kindly words and deeds William Colenso was a member of
as those of the Rev. W. Colenso. Institutiond in 1833 as his lett

12



Penzancdn the same file is a simiddadaedle
April 23rd.alim>4, to complete illegibility,
; ent version. (Possibly Rev. W FI
Respected Sir, Boscarne 1817. He entertained Jo
When in October last | left wyspapefiveofAWwal fpr London, next
to the regret of | eaving fami/l and friends, I think, was th
of |l eaving the Institution o?:otﬁl/\/_ﬁ'ﬂ%ﬂ Wa?/alﬁrgbﬁél?n}ng?f?rfr'ngdt
. . . moting.usefu nowl edge nde
Having accepted the situatio ﬁ/lls 0 9’ g
A N ST TR S BT LIRS 1T R S RN L
recoll ection, and my spare tHemewhdsspidbabbylldi bewidee® oa ethe mbe
furthering the interests of [IhstiSpecemehschbfakt e BabhawgekIiGgo
gy, Ornithol ogy, Ent omol ogy, c€asetotoggxhbetd Acybdgpl ogyt wdb be
that interesting portion of whet &l pbeCotpwasdmMardierogt {26 NoO
transmit at every opportunity to the Instltutlon.
I 'may ment’ion ('t u) , mong
Judge than, Sir, of my surpri sfe uantd, K bewansd nhya st rnsltghptapreerfusv\prqt
admittance, although | dstated pehpazt. ,I wheeda olhe egha s WBecmbacell 6 s Mo L
that ©6twas only in consequenceg@®@dndVt He atved e FEfr tL ddPMci ent
t hat | had not continued as s uwecah.l |, it was snugly ensconced i
| gave my name, but 6twould noV\theafveaiiIt hbaedc al uasien |, r owh ol 8ydads! !
only home for a fortnight, hﬁ? geqT eNeWHEQal' Hgﬁg\mcghlagse
such a strict rule prevailed mé& f le ¥ & Pé§§|gg 188%: He d
Whet her the-slboekebpdrhbgeof?5ckQEaBHtgabjtg bl ock of greens
or not, | cannot tell. tions (starting in 1884) to be r
Still, Sir, my | eisure time,twbhehibnathat(stdastiangT wamdla d teiaomri
God spare me health and strengéhNewhaaé bilnheldspregns.t yt dewot ed to
the enrichment (if pOSSible)Tﬁéréhiesﬁrﬁ)gnrzngrqtcieorllngﬁétt)gr%tisorqagd
Il am, Sir, Transalcuti ownasl,. 11 (1864) menti ons
Yours most obediently, ficoll ection of Phenogenous plant
w. C. W. Colenso, of New Zeal and. d
[ ATL-PM®-80.81, faded manuscript;
and ADI3880typescript in the Petersen papers].



A n4 m uld become veNprfhsEkas®
Penzanceos poumaMMmies eoccember 1508 (in
diesdo column), told its reade

Colenso also donated a sl ab of prﬂlelNléq,dz@raqagrh@t@m%etngttorh@ Rgy e
Cornish Geological Societyobs Mugep@rlyntlﬁqe@,zacrhqqStlfln%squttettaoKe
nephew William Colenpaope®SBmy 18§86 hADbL cMsai ns, bracelets, nec
t

And now for a bit of idyfoar mat %2t CthnCa®S ewi-| | Thg eBslen Gy of Wale
asked for a slab of Greenst oned f€SN Sttnoeh eR, adtd‘:'I\fFuss'euprﬁeastumab'3

Penzawelel : one is now on its Tygkbk! nRdmf haWMetrh ¢ ske@oaand MNanu
ginning set aside 2, one (asaapPoygoe @NH pPpPe ﬁ@ésgn,ypspgrL@,g,m
mer ; but al ways put off the patctcking & sending hem until |
should also have my | ot of drilehde pllaatnesst, r&ovN_e_Izt,y m'a%lethj@eﬁrse&
floor mats, & baskets, ready ttohastenids tfo0 Uknedw:i n Tthhees eb e das) soof, |
promiiSegea2s ago.) A few days tBRXEK my %emny Lfaithenepol i sh, and
(whom you may remember seeing |a<'5‘turPee|nz|.‘z)fﬂ\fs-u_dblianllyS amardiey eyp i n
here at Napier from England, abnrdoo cahfetSep UWEima® & adgn dgh @amedoe si,nt
days, |l eft me |l ast wk. for WelboiXnegst,onad Nodh ntjhse ryadf ptahbks & ousef
England (he was to |l eave Wgn. ttyhiass aweyl)l .1 gave him the sl ab
|nte_nded for hi m, & we packeﬁoeN hgttpgsﬁ gglrePegat Uéﬁpc
he will forward to you. | gaﬁgtpifnbé{pgi g Sv 8# ahveake
present it, in our joint namgs f(¥OUER[e &wh ﬁ a goo
| abel be attached, printed o Iwreilisw Il]t rch-
me ®tst ating, that its historycgamtorgeg n% v GBI LA ol
XXVI I, iTransactions N. Z. I nsSt ute, o p
sl abs are both alike as to sCaeaenw&kl , ha& nOvEMBER: 8ot one
si dedtomdty wor k being dear outighereas tlonte i mimns e b s
still take a higher polish. Wer hbt emés to the Socicty's Muscum Syd
ney, he will not get back very, Ff;”('jg| |t\9 ;a,;n... - powok
Colenso wrote in that paper t hwahti chhe whaasd || poe o o o bRy fin
of greenstone of about 251 bs edaomhat icounts ft Sab of Grecomane, New Zeahnd . . Rew W, Cokmo. P S €\
two of them. for 18895
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On 14 February 1897 Colenso wro

t hceaBseBhewi Wi higi amyi fmor e
Penzance, 0
|

0|
mai ds & young parsonettes ¢
tone: I i ke ycoouurI dprsoapyerprl cyrclgbutlon ont hl"[E

The sl ab of Greens \ e rp

(as sent) and | hope that you arye hnaove %Te ¢ enzanp openrorlteﬁtvteenr
of thanks from the Secy. or Prdesyl ddelnntOl RordneGr Sye?Lost hhernv\u e |5 ¢
shall think they are not awarehof thhe vaWune oofI hte aVa'bng (pwh
it cost’'in money & expenses t o° :”kf I|kt’ft‘g‘(t> s Ikt i
zance besides Latimerés troublgei" Aﬁdlt hragdongrgog'églspght)gd Lteohy eg
him) extra'it was not all owed aesI VpesslseBngerenougahgg geehat.
The Royal Geol ogical Society o 1 st || not. thankec
by 17 October 1897. Col enso Wa-ljhel eFiosyata] C':'neOa]rr%ogr'ecs""sledsoccgSrﬁpyar|fn|c
members to the out €

; | gn[|a| i tu.d e er h%
ol ed the PNHAS: siders, old SeaI dst and kparosf netttel-FonoraryOW pI

I have not had any Il etter frb C&H ¢ |n u 8 w EBE 2 ﬁ
suppose) about the slab of nGt %& %ﬁ o e a 8 %ahgcﬁ%

my mind (seeing he, or they,a ho t i s value) to offer
them 10 guineas for it, & pay al eXp&ﬁ&ﬁigLD have it return
t o me; but recently | have rece|ved a Ietter from Mr Enys,
President of P.A. &(N.nH.a Sadieemtdyy, i n whi ch

l'y way as | knéwr hi ens heegpéant hﬁ

sldadbf i ts being a great ach|Jw <E&ﬂﬂestinX§nue &c. &

how pleased he was to see it a p e e t

it Mr Enys being also a Mem géig héF gﬂmgr 8 i$£uf§§§é@ﬁ5;
replying to his kind letter Ohfﬁgrﬁ ' L |P5$ Q 5 BQP?
that | was about to make thaS o] 8&nt {oagﬁ & P as gl Qr W@
had been badly treated. | f | %En% %%s%, ? a ?%r%, ? % h
or even a copy of a paper, tA bniyeBobiegyylatpthy:HoMmekEByttdarsa.ago
Museum, Royal, or Linnean Sobietyvaphi gotdhalktbeadwamei heNeéwrZe
of thanks, not merely from al8eéetytop b881lvated Kunkobddedant
their Meeting: but this treasemanti acGodnwakle ih)18686no0ot new
me , nor the first from this Penz. Soci ety; hence, t oo, it wa


http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2e10/enys-john-davies
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2e10/enys-john-davies

Enys and Colenso exchanged
1880 ( ATalp-edswl) and Enys ca
his way to England i n May
from Colenso to Kew.
In 1898 Colenso wrote to G
(reply) to hand from Mr. B
farmer Canterbury) now at
Cornwall, & chairman of So
qM® 499) .
i ()
W2F§y
51 GA
9y e
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seeds

of

%%8%Ugh%Kinm-a nackeft

Wil liam E
FFEP #RdtH
hyPn(tert
Homen iCol &
vii etwi ¢ he
of the Pe
Natur al H
Antiquari
of whi ch
President
Enys The
may h
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Rehousing the Colenso memorial tablet

by Ann Collins
When lan asked Gwil and me, iRmuraul Cothmabity f( /et xhpier
about the whereabouts of the el ansd Mempomnamé:s maw t
website for the Penzance Publithki Buammegr!| dokiin t Naocrtt
and discovered that the LibraHymhsdhenloe!ed on t
recently renovated St Johnos Au There wa e —i on
the ownership or future of th qu i/l 50°Y46€
gener al enquiry to the Penzan ' gg ﬁi') 10 My
istrator, Teresa Fogarty, rep ed ouhnc r&: ffa‘ d®
around the building and coul d7®ntoVeE he % a ¢ da'
further inquiries. In the mea‘]nc’tln eS, iII f%r e '\X‘th 'éj?
graph ofibtuite htealcloautl d not r e meSmib&"r e\%eq'es%'“lessh' Odn seve' t dam :
around the library. ager for the Cornwal County Cou
part in the renovatlon of St Jol
About ten days | ater Teresa rfeqppromdd dme htahhatt hteh eT ocOor n@Qa@u i c iClo udhi
have access to the closed buimodiang, t wki thbiwat wiotwh ionw ntehde bmail
Cornwal | Counci l or Penwith Cthle e. | theB sent g éF r¥
them, with Gwilbés photograph g I‘?&?nfanls@t HJ Wé.lpd uIi"lJ i Qés/wg
Manager a o in centre
Trur o & 8 ﬁ\;vi taljl’ld we st W|_ngs Were_owned b
College aﬁgesﬁ gﬁl Geol ogi cal Soci ety of
Adams wi 9h ag Ee and is the | argest grani
MA C L’td Egﬁ A gest piece of granite use
ing conirﬁ‘ctsi'ror i Im about its histor_y E
the CornwdlUnrmg nCtharlty fintm,psactteswi bbe
P bot h orfge.lsqé gdechhragl il n g
Si mon als¢oétexsemd-good home for the memor.i
ed the seamalet aitbbhary, still the home of
{Li brary Lomnnss | Al verton Road from Willi:é
and the Geremwalelmoli shed around 1880 to b

17


Cornwall%20Rural%20Community%20Charity%20film%20is%20accessible%20from%20https:/www.cornwallrcc.org.uk/restoring-st-johns-hall/
Cornwall%20Rural%20Community%20Charity%20film%20is%20accessible%20from%20https:/www.cornwallrcc.org.uk/restoring-st-johns-hall/

anot her

Si mon moved on to
nd polished
h

of the cleaned a

the entrance to the Mayor
Al 1 of the people | appro
the Memori al Tabl et were
home. I thank them and pa
ing that Wi lliam Colenso
his home town.

Anot her recently found <co
& Sons, the decorating ¢
Thomas Col enso, Wil liambés
sons William and Richard
vation of the buil di ng.pehn
ceremony and t hHlehei ntoernii e,
June 17 1907)

T U
Ul

" A

e e T

project,

but

H (violin), Miss Ethe

THE RE-OPENING OF ST. JORN'S HALL

MR, H. C. TONKING'S ORGAN RECITAL

After & moch.oeoded resovation S5t. Joha's
Hall is to be reopened on Friday in o mwost
ftting masner, Mr. H. C. Toaking, the cele
Brated Cornish organist (who enjoye the great
distinction of being organist at the al Albert
e b teh by Mte Wiaifred Bresd
recital, y Mim "

2 | Hroad (vieloncelle), and Mr,
-ﬂ‘?'“: Mayoard (the African tesor). .I;.
nhi s are A programme which,
-uu':m himsell and bhis artistes plenty of
scope to display their, powers, will & to the
grueral public, and & the prices of sdmismion
are within the reach of all, there should v a
erowiled aundience.

Not before it was badly wantel bave the
interior of St. Johu's Hall snd the adjoining
balls, loblies, etc., bwen resovated, snd the
really pleasing eflect which ban bewn achivved
does great erwdit to the decorators (Mewrs, i,
Colenso nnd Son) and has justified the directons
in placing the work in the hands of such a com-
petent firm. The walls of the hall have lawn
painted in A pale emerald tint, a shade which
:'pt‘hub wuited to such a place, being both

t and restful.  This ie set of (0 & Wwost
effective masner by a friese of an original asd
pleasiug design in colours which harmoniss very
wicely. The eoloar schome of the luk«.;'y'
accords sxcellently with the ruul design, a
the gold Mna’-hh striking, are not too

ronounced, whole effect s certainly
L&:ﬂd the colour chosen for the ceiling,
a rful though restful  grey, with white

he I R s
(Other parts of 1 1di ave also come in
for revovation. Mesars. C.:l'-n ate o be con.
grotulated on the effect achiered, which din
plays a high order of decorative skill. Another
change whick will strike frequenters has been
brought about in the lighting arrangements,
The old pendants have disappeared, and thowe
have given place to artistie donble-burner ine
t lamps s round the walle
Thewe, which are Sugg srelem, wete
designed by Mr. P, ﬂm- t\.rﬁh ou‘m
amd a very pretty and otvthn; ke
tor at the hack of each set of burners not only
enhances the effect but increasss the briliancy
of the light. St John's Mall in its improvel
form is eertainly a hall more in keeping with
the eharacter of the building and the nature of
it» requiretnents than bhas hitherto been the
case,




A sentimental pilchard or two...

Rev. William Col ensbh@oronties ht arfehliefy0nadmle @ mb e r Dogrgopt hy 1P6eba’r 7 & at h
\]I_VIS |7 IGI am Colenso in 'F‘.T}.Z.‘af‘p &-yefan ﬂomﬁxo!e%a‘ﬂrewcﬂnlnnd but IC(,P Gwol?rgnai Bsyh’ |Waansg uaa gS
, m‘b"“l n(!:;lm,mwho ",{;‘;',,“:’n‘jg“&‘;,“‘,‘:a,‘:;z“'fn ﬁl’)?;g. fisherwoman of Mou
I f you can manage Redtreath'syoperpoty, @) vf thg ﬁneﬂtamckled hecrings q
trouble, | should °f“‘fh'1<°%°“'1°°?f"r"h'“9“8°[’r send
me a case (100 t|ﬂ'h@oxes&lﬁm@nh\apsliﬂSQQ,
a case) of titbe New WSid lod thaluiSst of thoes domands 1+ us 1t onee
Pilchards put wup Sipr ehicl s@8s Fhit @afinated Helicacies hare
see there is a sto gﬁﬂ,ﬁ%"ﬁ@w"wm
and | believe one | a
you. The cost W|;h-ﬁemmm:dluca:we u.il‘%m‘;’;fa“.?‘i
remit with thank m:&@ﬁ.ns.\ e
send the amount th-uauomh tmvrmdnddn«m
- says they were
mu ¢ h . I f ybheyg esnltdo om:.o.:.wmumwymwxmamymem
be fihalveo (the D Cor o 2 ghated Mg pemany yoars crals,
tins), and of the BB&niyfeaH-ﬁrLdkhh}bhdohlr Colers) enjoyrd
The Cornish papers :ie:d::;?awloaudfmﬂmu&v.mfnur
century are full of h" 11919-%9
wor k of Cornwall 6s ,'Ej: QE,
al most to the p0|nt ocw.eus lﬁuhnna.-gmd
became newsworthy. mr:ﬁ;bm”&mrx&“::?‘h
They are also full a‘tm“mfﬁﬁ*mawﬁm
mi grations of fish and the f ng atch

|§h| ca . X (v
52tte& tSYyaNBFaK Ay I rym s SERGK LA
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* CORNISHMEN'S PART IN
] BUILDING COLONY

. Fame Won In New Zealand

| RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL, AND !
SOCIAL SERVICE WORK

Bavaansiidsaie

5a

s prominent. 18 the organisstien o the €x.
Dibitons whic: deveirgen the commeree of the
o war .
Reyal Commimion %t %9 i 191t
e ‘pamsible faderation of the Coons o
Aurtrasa. avatent Poosur came 1o i
et -

79 | wten be war years in wacees-
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Local boys make good.
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