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Was Colenso conned?

Different accounts of

Felix Maximilian Franz Reader 1850-1911

Colenso’s botanical friend

Between 1883 and 1886 William Colenso sent over 900 specimens of
mosses to “Reader”.

When Colenso described the moss Bartramia readeriana (a synonym of
Breutelia pendula (Sm.) Mitt.) in 1884 he wrote, “I have with pleasure
named this species after Mr. F. Reader (formerly of Blenheim, New
Zealand, but now of Victoria), an amiable, persevering and unas-
suming young botanist, and diligent collector of plants, especially
mosses; which Order he has long made his particular and close
study, and that from pure love of nature, and not for mere pecuniary

gain”. [1]
FMF Reader wrote (from the Friendly Society Dispensary, Fitzroy,

Melbourne) to JD Hooker on 1 June 1884, that he had “recently ar-
rived from NZ... when in NZ I collected musci largely”.[2]

There are orchids, liverworts, and other plants in various Australian
herbaria collected by FM Reader, and his main collection is one of
the “significant historical collections,” purchased in 1906 by the Na-
tional Herbarium of Victoria. The herbarium has 103 specimens of
mosses and liverworts collected by the Rev. W. Colenso in New
Zealand. [3]

In the Codicil to his will dated 13 November 1896 Colenso wrote, “I
give and bequeath to my Botanical friend Felix Reader, Chemist of
Dimboola Victoria the sum of One hundred pounds of which sum
Fifty pounds is to be by him held in trust for his son William Colen-
so Reader until he attains the age of twenty-one years”. [4]

A Reader family view

But Tom Wallace, married to Felix Reader’s great grand daughter,
wrote in 2016 that the Reader family records [5]

..do not contain any reference to William Colenso Reader, and at this
stage we doubt that such a person ever existed.... We have no idea as to
whether any Reader family members received any benefit from the will.
Our research does not support the glowing picture of Felix Reader pre-
sented by William Colenso and described as his “botanical friend” in the
codicil. On the contrary we believe that Felix Reader was a complete

roguc.

The relevant parts of the family tree are on the next page. Mr Wal-
lace continued,

Our potted history of Felix is as follows.

He left Germany from Hamburg aboard the ship Palmerston on 29-7-
1872 to arrive in Dunedin on 9-12-1872. He appears to have left Germany
under a cloud and his future activities suggest a person not wishing to be
recognised or located. Although he arrived described as a farm labourer,
he came from an upper-class family, was well educated and grounded in
geology and botany. He did not hold a doctorate and was not a medico as
described by his son Aubrey Reader. In 1882 Felix qualified as a pharma-



Johann Friedrich Raeder m. Caroline Wilhelmina Johanne (Minna) Kobow

Felix Max Raeder b 11 June 1850. Baptised 16 June 1850 at
Gnaden-Invaliden Kirche, Berlin, Stadt, Brandenburg, Prussia. Living
in Berlin but left Frankfurt on 28 July 1872 on the sailing ship

Palmerston, where he is referred to as a “landsmann”.
Ernest Anton Max Anna Minna Therese Hans Edvard Fritz Felix Maximilian Franz m. Mary Dunphy/Walsh
b. 8Aprd4 b. 16Mar46 b. 4Jan1849 b. 11Jun50
Honorah Kathleen Victoria Lucy Alice Mabel Lindley William Aubrey Cuthbert William Colenso Reader??
b. 4Jan78 b. 3Sep79 b. 18Aug83 b. 28Dec87

Felice Maud m. William Mather
b. 24Jul81

William Frederick Cuthbert Mather m. Gladys Isobel Robinson

Joyce Mather m. Thomas Wallace

cist in Victoria. Aubrey Reader contributed to a short biography of his roles of prospector, fencer and botanist. "Edward" Reader has a record as
father Felix that was prepared by an officer at the herbarium in Mel- a paid collector of botanical specimens for von Mueller (director Mel-
bourne. As Aubrey was not born until 1888 he had no first hand bourne Herbarium) and others.

knowledge of the early years of Felix. As a r.esult the biography contdins Edward Reader was collecting in the Tilba Tilba area at the time of the
many errors, partly as a result of the secretive behaviour of his father. Bermagui murders; the murderer has never been identified. The day after

the murders "Edward" Reader disappeared from the district. Cyril Pearl
in his book "Five men vanished" outlines many of the various theories
advanced in attempts to solve the mystery.

We believe that, shortly after arriving in NZ, Felix left for NSW where
he used the name *Edward" Reader, being described as working in the



We believe that Edward/Felix Reader was responsible for the murders
and made his way back to NZ and about mid-October was established
there.

To fill in the gaps. In 1872 Felix left NZ for NSW where he prospected etc.
as described earlier. Some time about 1875/6 he was back in NZ and
obtained a position as a hospital dispenser.... Reader became involved
with a female who described herself by various names as Mary/Maria
Walsh/Walshe/Dunphy. She became pregnant about mid March 1877.
Felix may have not been aware of this being back in NSW and leaving
*‘Mary" to her own resources. Mary gave birth to Honorah Kathleen
Raeder on 4-1-1878 and acted as informant for the birth registration
supplying false details probably in an attempt to conceal the illegitimate
birth.

Felix arrived back on the scene about 10-2-1878, the couple being mar-
ried at Dunedin 19-2-1878. Felix being absent when Honorah was born.
Two more daughters were born in NZ with Felix going to and fro be-
tween NZ and NSW. An affidavit prepared by Felix was presented in the
Supreme Court on 13-7-1877, this related to an intestate situation.

Aubrey Reader had stated that Felix had married the matron of the In-

vercargill Hospital, in spite of diligent searching this has not been con-
firmed.

Felix described botanical specimens that he claimed were collected in NZ,
Dec. 1879, March, April, Sept, Oct, Nov 1880, Sept., Nov. 1881 It is be-
lieved that these dates suggest that Felix was in NZ when in fact he was in
NSW prior to the murders. By ignoring these dates and considering dates
of conception for Lucy Alice and Felice Maude then the attempt by Felix

to construct an alibi falls apart. The plants could have been collected at
any time and falsely labelled. The only times that require Felix to be in
NZ are the conception dates, he could have been back and forth to NSW
in between these dates.

Bermagui and the evidence [0]

There was a rush to Bermagui on the southern NSW coast when
gold was reported there in September 1880. In October Lamont
Young, a geological surveyor, his assistant and three other men dis-
appeared, apparently during a fishing trip. Some have concluded
they suffered an accident at sea, others that they were the victims of
foul play, perhaps poisoning, as a long necked blue bottle was found
in the damaged boat. A murderer has never been identified.

The inconclusive enquiry, pressure from Lamont Young’s family and
the offer of rewards for information kept the mystery alive.

In 1893 Tilba Tilba butcher Adam Innes met a man called Edward
Reader on a train in West Australia. The man’s irrational behaviour
when the Bermagui murders were mentioned led Innes to make a
statement to the police, and that in turn led to the then Constable
Colyer at Bermagui, to formulate a theory that Reader was the killer.

Reader was at Tilba Tilba near Bermagui at the time, collecting
mosses and heather for the Sydney and Melbourne Herbaria. He had
reportedly mentioned there was a person he wanted to kill and he
left the district very suddenly and unexpectedly the day after the
five men disappeared. He destroyed everything in his hut, but a blue
bottle similar to that from the boat was found in his room.



Reader was always regarded as a man who was suffering un-
der a sense of some great personal injury from allusions he
occasionally made and it is alleged to be in connection with
his wife and daughter in England. He was a recluse, irritable
and easily annoyed, but a thorough gentleman and polished in
his manners. It was always commonly known that he intend-
ed a desperate revenge on some person. Reader regularly re-
ceived letters from England. He said he came from a place a
few miles from Manchester, England, and was of good family.
7] iy el
The inference is that Edward Reader was the | ¢ S35
killer, but Constable Colyer, the man who pains- |, «
takingly developed this explanation, was de-
scribed as a policeman with an active imagina-
tion.

" ,\"

Oh, and for what it’s worth, blue glass strych-
nine bottles have short necks: the ones with long
necks are castor oil bottles.

What is the truth?

There is no direct evidence that
the Bermagui tragedy was mur-
der, nor (if it was) that the man
called Edward Reader was the
murderer nor (if he was) that he
was an alias for Felix Reader.
The conclusions rely on infer-
ence and speculation.

Evidence that relies on an inference to connect it to a conclusion of
fact allows for more than one explanation. Different pieces of such
evidence are required, each corroborating the inference drawn from
the others to come to a single logical conclusion.

Was Edward Reader the Bermagui murderer?

Several other men were suspected of the murders at the time and the
suggestion that Edward Reader was the murderer did not arise until
13 years after the deaths. Nonetheless there is a cohesive body of
inferential evidence suggesting he was.

Three months before the murders Baron von Mueller spoke highly of
his collecting, which “he did with a disinterested zeal and energetic
toil, which are beyond all praise”. [8]

But that doesn’t make him innocent.
Were Edward and Felix Reader the same person?

Each collected mosses for von Mueller and each was in Australia in
the early 1880s. Beyond that is speculation.

Felix Raeder “appears to have left Germany under a cloud”, took
passage as a “landsmann” rather than as a health professional,
changed his name to Reader and never registered as a voter and was
never naturalised in New Zealand. That is a pretty common story for
young men sent to the other side of the world after trouble at home
and no other inference should be drawn from it. Furthermore, for a
man with something to hide he began, within ten years of arrival, to
lead a very public life, running a chemists’ shop, writing for the local

papers.
The family believes he went to Australia “shortly after arriving in



Parts of Victoria and southern
New South Wales showing
significant places in the

Felix & Edward Reader stories

Mount Dromedary
Tilba Tilba

Boat found here
Gold rush camp here

Boat perhaps carrying the
five missing men left from
here

Bermagui:



NZ” and certainly we can find no record of him in NZ between De-
cember 1872 and 5 August 1876 when “Mr Felix Raider” was ap-
pointed dispenser at Invercargill hospital.[9] There is no record at
the Medical Council of New Zealand (but its records are fragmen-
tary) and the Otago Medical School opened only in 1875; pharma-
ceutical education was by apprenticeship, the National Pharmacy
School opening in Dunedin in 1962.

There is no record of him in Australia in that period either and no
certain shipping list recorded. He may have been serving an appren-
ticeship with a Dunedin chemist, or he may, as he indicated, have
worked initially as a farmhand.

He married a woman named Maria Walsh in 1878; on her first child’s
birth certificate she called herself Mary Dunphy, on later birth rec-
ords Mary Walsh. No inference about her character should be
drawn from the range of names—she was born in Ireland, maiden
name Walsh, father Patrick Dunphy (from birth certificates of her
children and her own death certificate), so her parents were proba-
bly unmarried. The birth certificate of their first child Honorah
Kathleen Victoria is dated January 1878, so she was born before they
married—common practice. Later they would backdate the year of
their marriage to 1877—common practice. Kathleen would develop
St Vitus’s Dance and heart valve disease, no doubt consequences of
rheumatic fever; she would be engaged in “domestic duties” at home

all her life.

Did the Bermagui murderer need to have special pharmaceutical
knowledge? Not necessarily: by 1881 Australian farms were being
abandoned because of the rabbit plague and every rabbiter knew
strychnine came in blue glass bottles.

Were Edward Reader and Felix Reader alike? No: the man identified
as Edward Reader by Tilba Tilba butcher Adam Innes on the train in

West Australia in 1893 (when Felix Reader was 43 years old) was “a
fussy old man”, “a gentlemanly middle aged man”, “the old gentle-
man”, an “old fellow”. He identified himself as English. Constable
Colyer thought in 1893 that Edward Reader would be about 70 to 80
years old—perhaps born about 1820 (Felix was 43—born 1850 and
was German).

Felix Reader had a sabre-scar on his face from a wound in the Fran-
co-Prussian war—not mentioned by those who knew Edward Read-
er.

By nature Felix was (according to son Aubrey [10]) an unobtrusive
reticent man, of medium height but stocky and powerfully built; he
once wore a short “goatie” beard. Edward was (according to Colyer),

.. about 5 feet 9 or 10 inches high, (had) thin and clearly cut
features, blue eyes, grey hair, beard, moustache and whiskers;
he always wore his beard somewhat goatee mode... fairly well
built, square shoulders now somewhat stooped.... Spoke de-
liberately but quietly when excited and with great precision
and given to gesticulating with his hands.

An Edward Reader, probably but not certainly the same man, was in
Muckleford in 1856, was said to have been prospecting on the
Tuross river 25 years before Colyer wrote his report—in about 1868.
He was robbed in Sydney in 1869. These all predate Felix Reader’s
arrival in New Zealand in 1872.

How might we explain the absence of William Colenso Reader?

Felix and Mary’s last surviving child was Aubrey, born in December
1887 when Mary was 32. Lindley William Reader was born in 1883
when Colenso’s relationship with Felix was at its closest: it seems
likely he was the one named after Colenso. It would be unusual to
use the name William a second time.



Colenso included his legacy to William Colenso Reader when he Plants in current collections
wrote the codicil to his will in 1897, two years before he died. There
is no record among the documents relating to Colenso’s will at MTG

Hawke’s Bay to show this legacy was ever paid.

Both Edward Reader and Felix Reader were plant collectors for Fer-
dinand von Mueller. On 28 July 1880 the Baron referred to Edward
Reader in a paper he read before the Linnaean Society of New South

Aubrey Reader wrote that his father’s “latter years had been sad- Wales,
dened by financial difficulties and some domestic misfortunes”. One Mr. Edward Reader, a resident near Mount Dromedary, be-
of the misfortunes was the charge that he had performed a fatal came induced to gather the plants of his vicinity with a view
abortion in 1901 Another was Lindley William’s paralytic stroke of tracing the southern limits of the more northern Plants of
after exertion in 1910. Felix died in 1911; Mary had cancer in her liver New South Wales. This he did with a disinterested zeal and
and outlived him by only a year. energetic toil, which are beyond all praise. The series of spe-
cies never before found so far south, is already sufficiently
SYDNEYSY advanced to offer it for publication; though during the spring
S ADENAIDE months many other, particularly herbaceous plants, would
likely be added, if search in his district could be continued.

(8]
Collection sites Edward Reader’s work did continue but the last of his specimens
;tg”’a‘tcﬂ ;‘7’9 850 from southeast NSW currently in herbaria is dated October 1880,
o - e the month of the murders. After his disappearance, letters arrived
for him at Tilba Tilba Post Office, and anxious botanists sought in-

. v formation from the postmistress,

¢
VICTORIA ®

» MELBOURNE.

... from Mr Moore the Curator of the Sydney Botanical Gar-
dens inquiring if Reader had received a certain letter from
him containing a remittance of £10, and stating he felt anx-
o ious not receiving an acknowledgement from Reader. Also
< »° one from the late Baron von Mueller making similar inquir-
ies.... The Baron again wrote displaying deep interest and

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

Collection sites
attributed to FM
Reader 1881-1911

anxiety in Reader, he expressed a profound astonishment at
Reader’s remarkable disappearance and stated that as Reader
was such a reliable man he had used his influence to get him



appointed a Forester in the locality and that the appointment
was assured and also that Reader was aware of it. [7]

The family believes that Felix Reader went back and forth across the
Tasman between 1877 and 1881, speculating that he changed his
name to “Edward”; his NZ moss collections during 1880 may have
been falsely dated in order to construct an alibi for the Bermagui
murders of 9 October 1880.

There is only one specimen in the Auckland Museum collection
collected by “Reader”, undated and marked simply “Australia”.

Felix Reader was one of the important contributors to the Arm-
strong Herbarium, now in the Allan Herbarium at Landcare Re-
search, Christchurch, where there are 52 (mostly undated) speci-
mens collected by F. Reader, including an undated 18 from Hawke’s
Bay (with a flowering Caladenia minor and a flowering Clematis indivisa
revealing spring collection). The few NZ collections that are dated
are labelled “18807, 8 Feb 80, 1 Nov 80 (Awatere). The Australian
collections are dated 1890, 1894, 1897, 1900, 1903.

Of the 79 plants at Te Papa in Wellington collected by Reader, most
are undated, but there are Marlborough collections dated 5 Sep 80,
“1881”, 2 Oct 8L; there is a Hawke’s Bay collection attributed to
Reader dated 1881. There is at Te Papa a Tilba Tilba collection dated
1880 (a moss, M033000) collected by “E. Reader”.

The Australian Virtual Herbarium records 595 collections by “E.
Reader”, all made between June 1879 and and October 1880; 2,504
collections by “F.M. Reader” range from 1881 to 1911.

There are specimens of fungi—eg Ramalina celastri (MEL 2363387A)
—in the National Herbarium of Victoria said to have been collect-
ed by FM Reader in Hawke's Bay between April and September

1882. These must have been collected by Colenso for Reader—or else
Reader was in Hawke’s Bay for almost a year from the spring of 1881.
The herbarium has over 600 specimens collected by Edmund
(Edward) Reader.

The Napier Daily Telegraph of 10 October 1882 reported on the previ-
ous evening’s meeting of the Hawke’s Bay Philosophical Institute.
Colenso’s enthusiasm for Reader is clear, but if Reader had been in
Hawke’s Bay the report would probably have mentioned it,

Mr Colenso then read the more popular parts of his Botanical
paper, (omitting the technical portions,) in which he had
described several new plants, some of them being novelties
from the S. Island, of the genera Carmichalia, Olearia, and
Symphyogyna, obtained from the herbarium of Mr F. Read-
er, who had collected them at Blenheim. Specimens of all
those plants were shown, together with several others;
among these latter were some beautifully mounted Ferns of a
large size, also from Blenheim, prepared by Mr Reader; and a
few others (striking ones) collected by Mr Hamilton, Mr
Winkelmann, Mr John Stewart, and other Members; all of
them excited great and continued interest. A cordial vote of
thanks to Mr Reader, for his numerous curious and beautiful-
ly preserved exhibits, was proposed in energetic terms by Mr
Colenso, seconded by Mr Holder, and carried unanimously.

In the National Herbarium of NSW there are three specimens at-
tributed to FM Reader from Eurobadulla in southeast NSW (just
north of Bermagui) one of which is dated 3 August 1880: Parsonsia
brownii (NSW 716773), collected at Mt Dromedary. Edward Reader
lived at Mt Dromedary and he was certainly in the vicinity in August
1880. The three NSW herbarium specimens thus suggest either



(1) Both Felix and Edward Reader were in the Bermagui region
in 1880, Felix (unwisely if he were a killer seeking an alias) using
his own name; or

(2) specimens collected by E Reader have been wrongly attribut-
ed to FM Reader (which appears to have happened with the
Colenso specimens from Hawke’s Bay attributed to him) or

(3) E Reader sent specimens to F Reader—ie, they knew each
other (NB. E Reader was also too old to have been Hans Edvard
Fritz, Felix’s brother); or

(4) they were the same man.

Letters from both Edward Reader and Felix Reader have survived,
so the handwriting can be compared. They are very different (see
next page).

Was Reader a rogue? Was Colenso conned?

We don’t think so. Clever killers can of course hide their tracks but
there is nothing other than the surname (not clever if it was an ali-
as), medium height, a goatie beard and a shared interest in gathering
mosses to suggest Edward Reader and Felix Reader were the same
man. On the contrary there is a good deal to suggest they were not.

Edward Reader could well have been the killer, if indeed this was
murder. If so he was either delusionally paranoid or a psychopath.
To kill five men in order to revenge oneself against one of them is
surely psychopathological.

He was a loner “who was suffering under a sense of some great per-
sonal injury.... a recluse, irritable and easily annoyed.... he intended a
desperate revenge on some person.” [7]

That reads like a schizoid personality breaking down into frank psy-
chosis. Not, we hasten to say, the “double personality” of midtwenti-
eth century populist fable (altogether too neat), but the isolated,
reclusive, darkly suspicious, persecuted—and sometimes brutally
murderous—reality.

The first herbarium record of Ulex europaeus(gorse) in Australia;
collected at Studley Park, Melbourne in 1884 by Felix Reader.



Aletter from Edward Reader to Baron von Mueller Aletter from Felix Reader to Prof A] Ewart dated 20 April 1910.
from Tilba Tilba on 18 March 1880—7 months before the murders
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Biography of Felix Reader
compiled by an officer of the
Melbourne Herbarium from
Aubrey Reader’s recollec-
tions of his father [8]

READER. FELIX MAXIMILIAN, F.R.H.S.
Pharmaceutical Chemist b ? 1853 d 24 March, 1911.

He was born in Berlin, Germany, of an aristocratic
family whose real name (according to his son, A.C.
Reader) was "von Reyder'—(thus, no relation to E.
Reader, who collected at Tilba Tilba, N.S.W. in the
1880s).

As a young man of about 17 he fought for his fatherland
in the Franco-Prussian War—1870—being then a
lieutenant in the artillery and receiving a sabre-thrust
in the left cheek (the scar of which he carried for the
rest of his life). He was a person of wide culture, train-
ing at first as a medical man and securing a German
doctorate. He learned to speak French, English and
Italian, as well as German, as became an accomplished
musician.

He left Germany some time in the middle 1870s and
migrated to New Zealand (ship and route unknown).

Thereafter he never contacted his parents or relatives
again and rarely discussed his previous life in Europe
even with his children.

Foreign medical qualifications not being recognised in
New Zealand, Reader trained there as a pharmacist
and eventually practised pharmacy—apparently first
in the Blenheim district (Marlborough Province and
County in the South Island).

He must have possessed a natural keen interest in
plant life, for he began collecting and forming a private
herbarium at least as early as 1879 (His New Zealand
specimens in Melbourne herbarium bear the dates Dec,
1879, Mar, Apr, Sept, Oct & Nov 1880, Sept & Nov
1881, and some mosses collected in 1882). Most of these
specimens are from Marlborough County; alpine
plants are lacking (except some that were communi-
cated to him by JB Armstrong in 1881), so it would
seem that he made no excursions into the Southern
Alps or into the North Island.

While in New Zealand, he married Mary Dunphy,
erstwhile matron of Invercargill Hospital, and his first
three children (Kathleen, Lucy and Felix) were born
there.

Late in 1882 or early in 1883, Reader came to Mel-
bourne, Vic, and gained employment at Singleton's
Dispensary Collingwood. He soon made the acquaint-
ance of Studley Park flora along the Yarra, collecting
specimens there as early as May 1883.

About this time he also became pianist for the Mel-
bourne Philharmonic Society (according to AC Read-
er) and retained the position for four years. The last
two of his five children (Lindley & Aubrey) were born
in Victoria.

Reader was elected a member of the Field Naturalists'
Club of Victoria in May 1884 and in October of that
year he read a paper entitled "On the history of botany
before the time of Linnaeus". In January 1885, he read
another paper—'The phaenerogamous plants of
Studley Park, Kew—near Melbourne'—which was
published with an annotated list of species in Vict.
Nat. 1:172-176 (Mar. 1885). In this article he acknowl-
edges the assistance of Baron von Mueller, with whom
he had become closely acquainted—an association that
continued until the Baron's death in 1896.

Thereafter, Reader exhibited many specimens at meet-
ings of the Naturalists Club.

During 1888 he took up residence as a pharmaceutical
chemist in Dimboola remaining there for almost 16
years.

The Wimmera flora and that of the Little Desert were
full of fascination for him; and he made a very extensive
collection, not excluding mosses, lichens and fungi.
Between 1892 and 1896 he sent many moss collections
to the German authority, Carl Muller, who described
some of them as new species in Hedwigia (mostly dur-
ing 1898/99).

Following Muller's death, he corresponded with V.
Brotherus in Finland, and also send fungal material to
Daniel McAlpine, the Government Pathologist in Mel-
bourne. Baron von Mueller visited him in Dimboola on
at least one occasion. Reader was particularly interest-
ed in Mt Arapiles, paying that isolated sandstone peak
at least eight visits and collecting extensively there
(3/11/1893, 10/11/1894, 10/3/1895, 3/11/1895, 1/3/1896,
24/8/1896, 27/4/1897 and 9/4/1898). On one occasion he
was accompanied there by his youngest child Aubrey
(Mr AC Reader now of McKinnon). Although St Eloy
Dalton, at that time Shire Secretary and Engineer at
Dimboola, was also a keen local botanist in constant
touch with Baron von Mueller there was no collabora-
tion whatever between him and Reader.

Early in 1903, Reader moved his business headquarters
to Warracknabeal, and continued to collect along the
Yarrambial Creek and other parts of that district. After
four years he moved again, to Casterton (in 1906) and
from there to Newstead (about the middle of 1909). In
October 1982, he had visited the Goulburn River near
Seymour where he collected a few plants.
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Apparently some time in 1906 he sold his private her-
barium to the National Herbarium of Victoria (then
under the Department of Agriculture) for the sum of
£80.

On 7th October, 1908, there also arrived at the Nation-
al Herbarium, from Casterton, 17 volumes of books and
pamphlets for which Reader was paid £8.

He engaged in active collecting throughout his three
years at Casterton (1906-1909) sending at least 16
collections of plants for determination by Professor
Ewart and staff at the National Herbarium (see copies
of Herbarium replies among official correspondence)
and most of the specimens bear the regional label
"County of Follett". His son (AC Reader) relates that,
while living at Casterton, Reader became lost in the
bush for three days (on a botanising execution) and
had the police out looking for him, but he eventually
found his own way home.

During his brief residence at Newstead (18 months),
botanical collecting continued and apparently the last
specimens he gathered were of the type of Prasophyl-
lum ciliatum Ewart & Rees—at Green Valley near
Newstead on 19th June, 1910. Thereafter has health
declined, and late in 1910 or early in 1911 he returned to
Dimboola where he died on March 24th, 1911. Two
days later his remains were interred in grave No. 509 at
the Dimboola Cemetery, the Roman Catholic Rev.
Father GP Waldron officiating at the burial.

Reader's latter years had been saddened by financial
difficulties and some domestic misfortunes, and his
Ppassing went quite unnoticed by the local newspaper
(Dimboola Banner). There is a brief obituary in The Victo-
rian naturalist 27: 236 (April 1911). His son (AC Reader)
avers that the father, to whom he was apprenticed as a
chemist, was no business-man and would have done
much better on the research staff of some natural his-

tory institution—his great, over-riding interest was
natural history, and, besides a very fine herbarium,
Reader also had a large insect collection (the present
whereabouts of which is not known—perhaps de-
stroyed?) (EH Martindale, a next door neighbour
states that Reader's constant companion was an old
greyhound dog, 'Sloper").

Among the amateur botanists of Victoria he holds a
high place: all his collectings were labelled and mount-
ed in the neatest possible manner, and, in importance
they rank equal with two others at the National Her-
barium—those of Raleigh A Black and Herbert B Wil-
liamson.

The exact number of specimens is not known, but they
must embrace many hundreds.

By nature he was an unobtrusive reticent man, of medi-
um height but stocky and powerfully built; he once
wore a short "goatie” beard.

Apparently no photograph of him has been preserved.

Following is a list of taxonomic publications:—

Details of FM Reader's ' Contributions to the flora of
Victoria" published in The Victorian Naturalist (1897~
1906):—

1.13:146-147 (Mar. 1897)—Acacia glandulicarpa—sp. Nov.
2.13:167-168 (Apr. 1897)—Stipa acrociliata—sp. Nov.
3.14: 83-84 (Oct. 1897)—Tillaca exserta—sp. Nov.
4.14:163-164 (Apr. 1898)—Prasophyllum fusco-viride—sp.
Nov.
5.15:31-  (July 1898)—Dawsonia Victoriae—C. Muell.
[ Translation of an original moss description from
Hedwigia 36 (1897)].
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Felix Reader in the Vicrorian Naturalist

“The Phanerogamous plants of Studley Park,
Kew, near Melbourne.”

Reader F (1885). Part 1. 1 (15) 172.
———— (1886) Part I1. 2 (2): 24;
———— (1886) Part I11. 2 (3): 36.

“Contributions to the flora of Victoria.”
Reader F (1896) No. I. 13 (11): 146.
———— (1896) No. IL. 13 (12): 167.
———— (1897) No. IIL 14 (6): 83.
———— (1898) No. IV. 14 (12): 163.

———— (1898) No. V.15 (3): 31 (Karl Miiller in
Hedwigia, translated from Latin by F
Reader )

———— (1898) No. VL15 (5): 59. Ditto.
———— (1898) No. VIL 15 (8): 96.
———— (1899) No. VIIL 15 (11): 143.
———— (1900) No. IX. 16 (10): 158.
———— (1901) No. X. 17 (9): 154.
———— (1901) No. XI. 17 (9): 155.
———— (1902) No. XII. 19 (7): 97.
———— (1905) No. XIII. 21 (12): 177.
———— (1905) No. XIV. 22 (3): 5.
———— (1906) No. XV. 22 (9): 158.
———— (1906) No. XVI. 23 (1): 23.
———— (1906) No. XVIL. 23 (4): 89.




The musician

Felix Reader was said to be a person of wide culture who be-
came an accomplished musician. He sold a trichord piano in
Blenheim in January 1881.

According to his son Aubrey, in about 1883 he became pianist for
the Melbourne Philharmonic Society and retained the position
for four years.

Rod Reynolds, Archivist at the Royal Melbourne Philharmonic
Society, told us,

The records of the Melbourne Philharmonic Society for
the period concerned are reasonably complete, but un-
fortunately there is no mention of Felix Reader. Itis
more than probable that a piano was used for rehearsal
purposes and indeed a piano is mentioned as an asset of
the MPS. There is no record of rehearsal accompanists
until about 50 years later. Felix Reader may have served
as a rehearsal pianist but we can be fairly certain that he
was not used as a concert pianist. [ have searched
through the concert records for 1882 to 1888 and where
an orchestra was not used, the records clearly state that
an organ was used, and we have the names of several
appointed organists for that period. The minutes of the
society do exist but do not go into details of rehearsals.

I looked out for singing teachers and a couple of other
classifications as well with no success.

The period in question is noted for performances by
several different choral societies and choral festivals, and
it is known that there was considerable sharing of chor-
isters. It may be that he was associated with some of
that work but again nothing appears in newspaper en-
tries that have been scanned in Australia’s “Trove data-
base”.
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TIMELINES

Felix Reader/Raeder/Raider/von Reyder in blue and
Edward Reader in brown

1820-1830 Edward Reader (ER) born near Manchester.

1850 Felix Maximilian Franz R. (FR) born Berlin. 1854 Mary Walsh born
New Ross, Co. Wexford, Ireland, father Patrick Dunphy.

1856 ER Miner at Muckleford Reef, nr Castlemaine, Vic.

1867-1869 ER Quartz Miner (gold quartz reefs) in Queensland. Gold was
found at Gympie in 1867.

¢1868-1871 FR said to have trained in Germany as chemist or doctor with
a grounding in botany and geology. The Humboldt University Admin-
istration in Berlin has no record of him, however.

1868 ER said to have been prospecting on the Tuross river.

1869 13 February Sydney Mail’s “Law Gazette” report case involving rob-
bery of ER who was apparently robbed by a prostitute. His property
included a magnifying glass and compass.

1872 29 July FR leaves Hamburg (suggestion of disgrace) on Palmerston
(assisted immigrant, Felix Raeder, 22, occupation “landsmann”), 9 De-
cember arrives Dunedin.

1872-1873 ER First known on the NSW coast. Prospecting on the Tuross
River. Fencing etc. May 1873 Wrote to the Bega Gazette about Nelson
Reef. This reef was opened late 1872 by a group of Bega townsfolk.

1872-1876 no NZ or Australian records of F. Reader.

1872 ER described as prospector, fencer, botanist. Janet Harrop is matron
at Invercargill Hospital.

1873-76 a Mr Woodman is dispenser at Invercargill hospital. 1874 a Mrs
Art is matron there.



1873 15 May ER writes to the editor, Bega Gazette ¢ Eden District or Southern
Coast Advocate about quartz crushing.

1876 5 August “Mr Felix Raider” appointed dispenser at Invercargill hospi-
tal.

1876 11 August Invercargill Hospital advertises for new matron (Mrs Gor-
don appointed); hospital dispenser Raeder wrote resigning as was “about
to get married - resignation accepted” but he didn’t marry then.

1877 2 April Raeder stabs foot as hospital dispenser; mid April Maria con-
ceives; 13 July Supreme Court NZ affidavit - still as hospital dispenser at
Invercargill; 24 July complains (as “J Raider”) still dispenser; 25 August
new dispenser Mr Septimus Myers of Queenstown appointed.

1878 4 January Kathleen born in Dunedin; 19 February Felix Reader and
Maria Walsh “domestic; spinster” marry at St Josephs Dunedin—she said
to have been matron Invercargill Hospital; early December Maria con-
ceives Lucy.

1879 FR pharmacist in Blenheim; botanical specimens collected; 3 Septem-
ber Lucy born.

1879 ER collected at Mt Dromedary for von Mueller.

1880 ER Collected at Mt Delegate, Tilba Tilba, Narira Creek, Bonang, Gen-
oa River, Nungatta.

1880 18 March ER writes to von Mueller from Tilba Tilba; 9 October Ber-
magui murders; 11 October ER departs Tilba Tilba & is not heard of
again till 1892; FR collects plants in NZ on 5 September and 1 November;
November Maria conceives Felice.

1881 6 January F. Reader, Blenheim, wins prize for mounted NZ grasses and
mosses; 13 January advertises a piano for sale from “Grove Road, opposite
Parker’s” Blenheim; plants collected in NZ; 12 March letter from Blen-
heim to Marlborough Express re bumble bees; 24 July Felice born in NZ.
November/December specimens attributed to FR collected in Hawke’s
Bay probably by Colenso & sent to FR.

1882 27 February FR letter to Marlborough Express on useful weeds; April-
September plants said to have been collected by FR in Hawke’s Bay; Oc-
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tober Colenso describes plants collected by FR near Blenheim. 25 No-
vember Maria conceives Lindley; 13 December FR registered as pharma-
cist in Victoria after qualifying. Practising at UFS Dispensary, Fitzroy.

1883 early in year FR employed in Singleton Medical Dispensary Welling-
ton St Collingwood (the old building now housing “Melbourne’s finest
gay pool & sauna”); living Campbell St Collingwood; collecting in Yarra;
18 August Lindley born; FR said to have been pianist for Melbourne Phil-
harmonic Society for 4 years. Offers NZ shells in exchange for cryptogam-
ic plants.

1884 FR elected member Victoria Field Naturalists’ Club (FNC); Oct reads
paper on Linnaeus. Colenso describes Bartramia readeriana. FR finds gorse.

1885 Jan Paper on Phaenogams of Studley Park (Part 1) read, pubd March
in Vict. Nat.1:172; Part 2 in 2: 24; Part 3 in 2: 36; he read an occasional
paper and exhibited at many early FNC meetings but published little till
10 years later.

1887 Moves to Dimboola. 28 Dec Aubrey born.

1888 residence as chemist in Dimboola for next 16 years. [another “F. Read-
er” is at Havelock, Marlborough, NZ with family; and still there in 1905].

1890 12 May & 2 July Colenso writes to FR.

1892-96 collecting & sending specimens to Carl Mtller in Germany; 16
February 1892 Colenso writes to FR.

1892 Edward Reader encountered on a train between Perth and Albany.
1893 FR pays Govt Printer 13s.
1895 18 September Colenso’s will written.

1896 13 November Colenso’s codicil: leaves £100 to F Reader, of which £50
to his son “William Colenso Reader”, possibly Lindley William Reader;
von Mueller dies; Reader corresponds w. V Brotherus (Finland), K Miiller
(Germany) & McAlpine (Melb) & begins series of 17 papers on plants in
Victorian Naturalist, the last in 1906.

1897 writes to Australasian about freak thistle.



1901 suspected of doing abortion on 21 May
causing death of Flora Burns of septicaemia
(Warracknabeal, she was exhumed); 18 June
application for nolle prosequi; 26 July prosecu-
tion abandoned.

1902 or 1903 moves business to Warracknabeal

1906 moves to Casterton; sells Herb. Reader to
Melbourne Museum; last paper on new plants
in Victorian Naturalist.

1908 5 May lost in bush near Casterton. Son
Aubrey indentured apprentice in his practice
at Casterton.

1909 or 1910 moves to Newstead.

1910 finds Type of Prasophyllum ciliatum Ewart &
Rees; writes “Our Orchids” Newstead Echo 3
August 1910. Lindley William has “stroke”.

1911 early, returns to Dimboola; 24 March dies
Dimboola aged 61.

1912 Mary dies.
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A

selection of

clippings

New Zealand newspaper clippings are from Papers
Past, Australian from Trove, unless otherwise
stated.

Southland Times

5 August 1876 It was resolved ou

the motion of Mr Kingsland, seconded by
Mr Roche, that Mr Felix Raider should
receive the appointment of dispenser to
the Hospital, Mr Woodman, the present
dispeqscr, having tendered his resignation
sometime ago.

2 December 1876 ‘The dispenser, Mr
Felix Reader, wrote hoping that as he
was about to get married, the com-
mittee would accept his resignation,
and let him go as soon as possible. The
Committee resolved to advertise at ouce
for another dispenser, in order to comply
with Mr Reader’s request.

4quly1s77 ORDER OF JUDGE.

IN THE RUPREME COURT OF NEW

ZEALAND, WELLINGTON DISTRIOT.

Friday, this thirteenth day of July, 1877.

UPON reading the Affidavits of Jowas

WooDWARD,of Wellington,Publio Trustes,
ond of Felix Raeder of Invercargill, Hospital
Dispenser, I do order that the Public Trustee,
the Curator of the Estates of Deceased
Porsons, shall be Administrator of ell and
singular the goods, chattels, and credits of
John Jacksen Gibhons deceased, and that this
order be published in the Sourmrawp Tiaes
newspaper.

(Sizned) J. PRENDERGAST, C.J.
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19 July 1877

ACOIDENTS,— A young man, 18 years

I of age, and son of Mr Myers, brickmalker,
| Waikiwi, met with a disagreeable aceident

while out shooting on Good Friday. He
was foolish enough to smoke his pipe
while engaged in loading his gun, and it
is presumed that a spark from his pipe
dropt or was blown into the powder
flask, which expleded in his hand. shatter-
ing his thumb in a fearful manner. After
the voung man had been taken to the
Hospital, Dr Yorath, Laving eonsulted
with Dr Cotterell, decided to amputiste
the thumb, and it was amputated aceerd-
ingly. We regret that while the Hospi-
tal dispenser, Mr Raeder, was handling
cne of the amputating kuives subsequent
to the operation referred to above, the
instrument slipped through his fingers,
fe!ll upon his left foot, aund passed right
through it. The wound bled profusely,
and it will no doubt be the means of
making Mr Raeder go lume for sometime
to come.

——— D

Amputating knife c. 1880



Southland Times 24 July 1877 A
letter from the dispenser, Mr J. Raider,
was read in which he complained in no
measured terms of the conduct of the

wardeman, his neglect of duty, and his
uncourteons demeanour. Mr Raider
stated that he could not retain hig posi-
tion if subjected to the annoyances of
which he complained. The President said
that he had carefully considered and tested
the truthfulness -of these complaints, and
must bear out Mr Raider’s statements.
The building was filthy fore and aft,
and in anything but the sataie thet a
hospital should be in. The late Dr
Yorath hed complained, and so had other
medical men connected with the institu-
tion. 'I'he Secretary endorsed this view.
A sub-committee to consist of Messrs
Hall, Moffett, and Willoughby was
appointed to investigate the matter and
to report at mnext meeting.

Marlborough Express 6 January 1881
MARLBOROUGH ART FESTIVAL

A prize open for competition to persons ol
both sexes, for the best collection of dried and
mounted New Zealand Grown Grasses and
Mosses, collected by the competitor.—Honor-
able mention and book, (**Tasmanian Bush
Friends,”) F. Reader.

Marlborough Express 13 January 1881

. New Adve_rtisement's.

FOR SALE. |

‘SPLENDID TRICHORD
PIANO (lately imported.)

F. READER,
Grove Koad,
36 Opposite Parker's.

Marlborough Express 12 March 1881
Yo the Editor of the “ Express.”

Sir,—Relating to Mr Tissiman’s intererest-
ing letter in Wednesday’s paper. I find in
perusal of the subject an article on the impor-
tation of humble bees into New Zealand, in
Science Gossip, written by Mr T. L. Belt,
which may not be generally known., Ina
previous article it is mentioned that the far-
mers in New Zealand are anxious to introduce
humble bees, as they are said to necessary for
the successful cultivation of clover, which they
aid by earrying about the pollen. This evid-
eptly implies that humble bees aid the fertili-
sation of clover, but does not exclude the self-
fertilisation of it. Mr Belt in his article men-
tious the following :—'* If the common humble
bee (bombus terrestris) were sent out, it might
do u grent deal of harm, and very little good.
1t obtains the nectar from the red clover and
other Howers with nariow corolla tubes, or
ot herwise difticult of access, by boring holes on
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the outside, as bas been sl.ocwn b§ Darwin.
The red-tailed humble bee, ( bombus lapidarius)
on the contrary, always goes to the natural
opening of the flowers, and is the great agent
in fertilising the narrow-tubed ones. I once
watched a small patch of red clover for
upwards of an hour. Both of the above spe-
cies came to it. Bombus lerrestris, witheut
exception, buried its head amongst the flowers,
and made holes at their base. or sucked the
nectar from those already made. Bombus
lapidarius just as invariably went to the open-
ing of the flowers, although the most of them
had holes made by the other species. Bombus
lapidarius has a longer proboscis than bombus
ferrvestris, and this is probably the reason for
the different way in which they go to work.
Early in the summer I have seen young indi-
viduals of hombus terrestris sucking the nectar-
from the fowers of the scarlet runners, in a
legitimate manner, but they soon learn to
make by preference the holes at the base. The
successive steps in their cducation may be
watched from their firss hesitation, and awk-
ward attempts to do this to the instinctive-like
facility they attain later on in the season. My
recollection is that bombus lupidurius, although
it has thie longest proboseis, has also the shox
est temper and most virulent venom, and, ?
it be not set free as soon as its tirst angry note
is heard, it will not fail to punish severely.
Notwithstanding this trait in its character, I
have no hesitation in recommending that it is
the one that should besent out to New Zealand,
and that boinbus terrestris should not be.”
Hercof one may accept it as granted that the
common humble bee sucks the nectar from the
clover and other plants, but proves injurious
to the fertilisation of them.—Yours, &e.,
I'. ReapEn.
Blenhieim, March 11, 1851,



Marlborough Express 27 February 1882

THE MEDICINAL. : VIRTUES
OF SOME OF OUR COVMON
WEEDS T

Y

Rrgarorse Blenheim from o botanical,
or, rather, “ weedy " poiut of view, even
& most casual observer cannot fail to
notice the great number and variety of
weeds et with everywhere.  These
weeds are by no meansindigenous to New
Zealand, but have ‘been introdoced
through the agency of colonisation, “I'he
rapidity with which they have spread is
a remarkable cireumastavce, and consider.-
"ing that they have been introduced within
the last twenty-five years, it ig certainly
gurprising that they have become so
abandant, 1t is an historical fact that
whenever man settles in a new country
he not only carries the weeds that GI'E;
most troutlesome in cultivated ground
along with him, but he also exercizes an
influonce on the iudigenous vegetation,
and so wherever cultivation is apparent,
the native plants are rapidly displaced,
and possibly exterminated, by the intro.
duction of foreign weeds, and the florg]
aspect of the country greatly altered, but
perhaps mot always advantageously,
Among the most common weeds is the
southistie sonchuts oleraceus 1., found on
roadsides, fields, gardens, ete, so well
known that it hardly needs description.

All bird fanciers know it well, as canary
and other birds are fond of it, Itattaing
i height of two or three feet in the
wild state, but as a garden weed it grows
| 6ft, high. It has a comparatively thick,
| hollow-branched stem, with thin, usnally
i much lobed leaves, that, with their lower
part, nearly embrace the stalk; the
!Luwcrs; are arravged in rounded heads.
Each of these heads consists of many
- small flowers, enclosed in scales, or braots,
Ax tie fruiting season approaches one
| ean notics, instead of the yellow flowers
snow white heads, cousisting of the fruits
lippéd with ‘& white, featliery appendi¥
¢dlled the pappuis. 'The juiceof the sow-
thistle, ;ilﬂu'!i ju drink; relieves sliort
wind, Pliny states that it hds edifaed

gravel and stone to lie voided hy'drilwh

“and cored foogid breath. If warmed with
some oll of bittet alinendd” and A peel of
pomegraate, and dropped into the ears,
it eilces deafnedd when there iano internal
defect of the ofgan, singing, ete. It
nakes an excellefit applicdtion fot ladies

to wash their fuces with to elear the !

skin, gives it lustre, makes the sallowest
skin as pure as alabaster, and renders
them beautint! for ever ) far this latter,
however, | cannot vouch,  I'lie decoction
of the leaves and stalks canses an abund
ance of millkk in nuraes, Nonthistles are
said to be indigenons to New Zealand,
but | am doulitful about ik, ‘I'here is a
variety; the rough sodthistle; sonchus as-
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per Al, which has darker leaves, and the
margin of the ldaves stildded’ wifh small,
spinots teeth, I'hia variety iz found
mixed with the dthet fofm, and possesses
the same properties,

Then the dandelion, leontodot tara%a-
cumy, T,, which must not be eonfounded
with the dat's edr or cape weed, lypo-
chatrig radicdta L, a very #ommon ylant
about Blenheimi dn  roadgides, waste
pldces, pastute3, etc, paddocks may be
gseert covered with a sneet of yollow
flowers, wherean the dagdelidn odeurs in
small pafches as yébt. 1t may be easily
distinguishéd from the cape weed by the
golitary Heads of ﬁowem, tistulated Hower
stalks, and by the leaves bwice or thrice
as large, and without hairs, Dandelion
is & very useful todic in chronic diseases
of the liver; and 1l otller aftectiors, ac-
donlpaitled Uy derdngement of fhe Wiliaty
organs, as in some fornis of dy2pepdia add
of cutaneous diseases. - It is also dinretic
and aperient. and used in chachectic dis-
‘orders generally, A decoction is made of
the fresh root sliced, loz to the pint
of water, boiled down to half a pint and
strained, adding two drachms of cream
, of artat; a witleglagsfitl to be takeén twien
| or thrice daily, The Frendh use.the
| leaves ii salad, and the Germars' roast
the root for coffee. A useful preparation
of it is inéide by Mt Dunstone; under the
name of, Hasende of Dandelion; which, by
| the bye, can be pfdeured at thenlists for



s 6d per bottlo, The Cape weed pos-
seages astringent propeities,

. Nexkt the plantain, or bibgrass, Of this
1 notice two speotes.’ * Tha way br¥ad, or
way broal leaf, Plantago major L, ia
easily recognised by the leafless flawer-
stalk, and na.nerous small green sessible
flowers, which:are arrangedsin o spike by
the leaved clusterpd al the bdse df the
flower atalk, and: ‘is distingnished from
‘the.other p. lanceolata L, namely, by the
broader leaves. It is an exceedingly
common weed, being found in pathsides,
waste places; pastures; etc,. The leaves
are astrinigeiit and bittds, and have been
long held in popular ésteem as & wound
herb, It is used as an external appli-
eation to uleers, and’ indolent scrofulons
tumors: - A decoction of the roof: sweat-
“ened with Noney or sugar, id excellent for
allaying the hacking cough in consunp.
tion, .Itis also eflectual for toothache,
and valnable for dropsy and jaundice.
The bruised leaves afford a remedy for
burns and scalds. Que part of plantain
iu decoction, and fout parts.of the liride
of beef, boiled together and clarified,
heals spreading seabs, or itch, also ring-
worm. ' It is remarkable that it is the
chicf remedy for the bite of the rattle-
mnake in India, for' which diacovery an
[udian received a great reward from the
Assembly of South Cavelina,, Plantain
juice, mixed with lemon juice, is an
excellent "dinretic. The seeds are nsed

for feeding eage birds Then,.again; ithe
sorrel, of which thers are several species.
the sheep's sorrel, ramex acetosclla 1,
the crisp leaved, R crispus [, and the
blunt leaved sorrel, commonly called
docks, are the most frequently met v ith,
The sheen's norrel is found espaeially in
dry pastures,- Ti is a perennial slendor
plant, oiten tufted at the base, lying Hat
on the groand, The lower leavas are
halbert-shaped,y the uppermost sessile,
The whole ‘plaut is oftén bright red in
Autnmn and may be recognised from a
great distance. In chewing the leaves
the acid properties of the plant may be
at once perceived. The deeoction of the

‘root, or the powdered root are effectual

for worms, and cooling, 'I'he seeds.are
astringent and usefnl for blopdy flux.
Sheep's sorrel, amd other species of
sorre! abound in oxalic acid, used for
cleaning purposes, as polishing brass, ete,
The crisp and obtuse-leaved species are
larger plants, with loug leaves and fower
axis, At the fruiting period the plants
assume a red, or dark brown color. The
two last mentioned have astringent bitter
and tooic properties, aud may be used
for skin diseases a-lvantageously.
Harrubinm vulgare L, the white hore-
hound; particularly is a valunble plant,
which may be observel! in several ylaces,
forming extensive patches. It hos spread-
ing branches, and is white with thick
woolly lsirs, the leaves are wrinkled and
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the white flowers arranged in crowded
whorls. The whole plant has a peculiar
aromatic odour, and a very bitter bal.
samic taste. It was long held in high
estimation as a tonic expectorant, at the
present davy it is ‘employed in' ghronic
coughs. Au infusion may be prepared by
pouring one pint of boiling water upon
Loz of the herb, and let it stand for an
hour; a wineglassful, awestenad with
sugay, is the dose. Candied horehound
is paparod by evaporating a strong syrup
of the herb to dryness; a small bit of
this may be allowed to dissolve in the
mouth frequently, Syrup of horehound
is mude by boiling a pound of sngar with
the same quantity of a strong decoction
of leaves watil 1t assumes the . proper
congistency. Galen maintains that:hore.
houod opens obstructions of the liver and
splecn. The powder or decoction des-
troys worms, and the green leaves,
bruiged, and boiled in lard, and made
into an’ ointment, are a good. application
for wounds.” An. agresable preparotion
of the herb is the so-called- horehound
beer, An excellent receipt for chronie
bronchitis is the following : Upon half an
ounce of the dried berb pour half a pint
of poiling water, let it stand for an hour,
and strain, Of the strained liguid take
1} oz, of paregoric ldrachm, and extract
" of liquorice 10 graine, mix, and take this
| for & draught three {imes daily.




Another valnable plant is the spear-
mint, mentha viridis T, which may be
scen in damp places, especially on the
| banks of the Opawa and Omaka, and
elsewhere, probably ecscaped from the
gardens. It has a perennial root stock,
and a stem two to three feet high, which
is erect, and, when luxuriant, branched
below, with long dark greean leaves;
these are sessile, or the lower ones
sligitly stalked; the pale blue flowers
stand in spiked heads on the top of the
plant. Spearmint emits a fragrant odour
when rabbed, and hasa pungent, aromatic
taste. Mint is mentioned in all early
medizeval lists of plants, and was culti-
vated in the convent gardens of {he Oth
century.
the ¢ ['ather of Tnglish Bolany,” states
in his * Herball,” that the garden mint
of hisg time was also called *Spare
Mynte,” Tt is used in the form of essen-
tial nil and distilled water. In the
United States the o1l isemployed by con-
fectioners and the manufacturers of per-
fumod soap, Dinacorides states that it
has a heating, binding, and dryinguality.
Applied to the forehead and temple it
relieves pain in $he head. Tho whole
plant is used, fresh or dried, and isexcel-
lent for flatuleney, sickness, vomiting,
and weakness of the stomach. and creates
an appetite. The decoction, gargled in
the mouth, cures sore gums and mouth,
It hog been aaid to repel the secretion of
milk, and to ack as an emmenagopue,

Turner, who has been called |

ey

The wild parsnip, peucedanum sativum,
Deiith, alig" escaped from the gardéns,
It may befeen in waste pldces Hnd path-
wayh ; differa little fro tile gedder plant,
tHd toot 1a shortet; and less juicy: Th¥
wild paradip Las clearing aad opening
qunlitibs, arid reli¢ves pains and atitohes
in the sides, @il is excellent for colic:
The seeds possess bitter. and tonic
propertica, ¢

The ronnd-leaved mallow, malva rotun-
difolinm, of Anth, frequently met with on
waste places and readsides, is a plant
with many steais lying along the ground,
and obscurely lobed and crendle leaves,
which are in ontline shaped like a kidney,
aud very long stalked, The pale Llue or
wilitish flowers are fasiscled in the axil
of the leaves, Made into a poultice it is
good for boile and inflammatory swellings,
alsa for sore throats. The leaves are
used in decoction for clysters, and cure
gravel, _ )

The pinipernel, anagaills, arvensis, I,
called dlso * poor man's weather glass ''—
the lowers opening id cleéar weather. A
pretly, sledder, erect, or vrostrate plant,
fonnd on roadsides, fields, waste places,
&d. 1t has wealt stemis, with opposita
oval or nparrower leaves. The Hower
stalks are slender, erect in Hower, de-
crved in fruit; avd the flowers are of a
red coldr. Chaled states {1idt they are use-
ful fot closing wounds atd to clean foul
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tleers: . Tlie juice or distilled water is
wiueH ésteenied by Fredeh ladies to cleanse
the skiu fram ady rodghrless; déformity,
or discoloring, being boiléd I wine and
givei to drink. O, vanitas vanitate{ It
cilres stings of bees #nd wasps, and even
mad ddgs:  Wsed iuterdally and applied
outwardly, it reniovés dbstrretions of the
liver and kidreys, and expels gravel. Ray
stated thnt tie distilled water is effectunl
id codsrdniptiod, being mixed with milk.
Tt is also found tiseful fot drdpay; dervous-
ness, and epilepsy.

The self-heal prumella volguris L, also
enlled carpenters’ herb look, heal, and
sickle wort, i3 s small . hairy perennial
lterb with a oreoping ront-stock, square
ftallta, atid - oval.stalbed leaves: - The
purple or vidlet flaweis ate atranged in
dense terminal heads, surrovinded by drbi-
cular leaves. The decoction of the herb or
tlie Herb ndade into an oinfment, ie & good
applicatiou for bruises and sores. 1t is
gerviceablo td close atd heal wounds.
'The juice vsed with ofl of rosed to aroint
the temiples and foreliead cures head-ache
idd tlie senie niited with honey of roses
tdres dicers In tlie ndoutll and throat: It
is aleo used for Lloody flix ddd paids
about the neck.

The chickweed, stellania, medin I, is &
wenk-branched herb, with o line of haivs
o offe glde of the procnmbent stem. The
lower lenves are stalkéd, the apper ome



sessile, in ountline like no egg drawn hito &
point, the white inconspicnous flowers
stand on long and slender stalks. It is
found everywhere in gardens, waste
grotiide, &¢:  The plant chopped and
boiled in lard preditdes a coclitg ointment
and is applicable for wuleers, sores; &d.
The jiiice 13 servicenble for inflammation
of ithe eyen. The leaves made into. a
poltice are a cdoling tenledy for intlim-
mation. Ti is aleo fownid vseful fof sjit-
ting of blond, consumption, lemorrlinge,
and entancons diseases generally. Home
German physicians aflirm that chickweed,
combined with cleenmpague, is a specific
for hydvophokine "

The knotgrass; wireweed ar linggweed,
polygonnm / dvienlave, L., troublesmne in
pardeds, soimetimay forming  thick wiry
magges, is one of the conmonest weeds we
have, The stalks lic upon the gronud,
and are branched fram the base with oval
or narrower leaves, The siall fAowers of
onr species are generally whileish with a
alight 1ed tinge, and elnsteréd in the axils
of most of the leaves. It-is a good astrin-
gent. A decoction of the roots, stalks, and
leaves are applicable to all bleeding com.
plaints ; the juice made:into an ointment
is n remedy for indammations, breakings-
“out, aud wounda,

* The shepherd's purse, capsella, bursa
pastorig, L., ealled toywort, pickpurse, and
casewort also, a common plant to be fonnd

on waysides, hedges, &e. The small white
llowers stand in little clusters at the top
of the stall,” The leaves are more o¢ iess
indented at the edges, and. those at the
bage of the stalk arranged in clusters. The
seed-vessels or short pods are #haped like
n bag or pouch. It may be applied to cuts
‘and fresh wounds, and, made into a poul-
tice, will be found serviceable in erysipelas.
It is applicable for bleeding from the nose,
nnd in disrrhea and dysentery.

The watercress, nasturtium oflficinale,
R. Br., a perennial aqnatic, green or olive
brown plant, often floating, is found in
oreeks and rivers, and often choking them.
It attaing an extraordinary size in New
Zealand, never seen in Lngland. The
leaves are pinnate, and the leatlets sinuate-
toothed. The white Hower leaves or petala
are twice ns long as the calyx or sepals,
It is used to clennse the blood and for
scurvy, and possesses diuretio properties.
The decoction cleanses ulcers, and the
leaves, bruised, or the juice mny be applied
to the face or other parts tronbled with
freckles, pimples, &e., at night and washed
away in the morning. The juice mixed
with vinegar and applied to the forehead
and head 13 a good application for dullness
and drowsiness,

There are numerous other introduced
weeds possessing medicinal virtues, but as
they oceur mostly individually I will not
further enumerate them. No doubt, as

22

new species are being ‘constantly intro-
duced from Britain and other countries,
at some fature time more important medi-
cinal herbs, as heabnne, floxglove, acconite,
&e., will be naturalised in sulficient num-
bers to be made practical use of. DBat 1
trust that as the medicinal properties of
some of our indigenous plants are being
now practieally experimented upon by
competent medical men, we will be enabled
ere long to find our requisites in our native
tora.
I'. Reaper.
Blenheim, Feb, 23, 1882,

Shepherds’ purse




Victorian Naturalist 1884; 1 (2): 9.

EXCHANGES.
_ 00—

A small collection of New Zealand shells offered for Australian
Cryptogams other than Filices (to be fully named, mounted or
unmounted), or for copies of S.S. Record from the commencement
to December 1882.—1. H, Reader, .S, Dispensary, Smith-street,
Fitzroy.

Victorian Naturalist 1885; 1 (10): 97.

Papers read—1. Mr. Reader gave a very interesting paper “On
the History of Botany before the time of Linn#us,” in which he
traced the growth of that study from the earliest times, and mentioned
the various writers who had left records of their work.

Victorian Naturalist 1884; 1 (10): IBC.

\

EXCHANGE.
- Mg, F. M. Reaver wounld be glad to exchange New Zealand Ferns
for species of Uwvaria, Melodorum, Mollinedia, = Cryptocarya,
Pachygone, and Cleome. 103 Smith Street, Fitzroy.

Victorian Naturalist 1886; 3 (1): 11.

M. F.:Read‘ér, a collection of micro-fungi; a series of medicinal
plants; and a number of parts of Cooke’s **British Fungi.”

Victorian Naturalist 1885; 1 (15): 172.

;I‘HE PHANEROGAMOUS PLANTS OF STUDLEY
- PARK, KEW, NEAR MELBOURNE.

By F. REeapEkr.

Read before the Field Naturalists' Club of Victoria, Jan. 12, 1885.

(Parr 1)

OF all the so-called parks situated in and near Melbourne, none
claim that somewhat misused appellation in a wider sense than
Studley Park. It is almost entirely surrounded by the curiously
winding river Yarra, whose banks and rocky slopes are verdant
with luxurious growth of manifold herbs and grasses. Umbrageous
wattles with golden blossoms diffuse in spring a delicious aroma.
Stately eucalypti, she-oaks, native cherry and blue-berry trees
predominate; in short, Studley Park presents all those attractions so
freely supplied by nature in this vast dominion of the globe. Hence
the park is the resort of many pedestrians who gladly avail them-
selves of the so easily attainable retirement from the city’s overheated
dwellings, to cast off every day’s care and drudgery, and eumjoy
nature’s beauteous treasures.

Studley Park affords the botanist many points of interest by the
manifold and varied forms of species. Save marine alge, species of

Victorian Naturalist 1896; 23 (1): 23.
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FLORA OF VICTORIA.

No. XVI.
By F. M. Reaper, F.R.H.S.
(Communicated by J. F. Haase.)
(Read before the Field Naturalists’ Club of Victoria, 9th April, 1906.)
CENTROLEPIS PLATYCHLAMYS, SpP. nov.

A winnta eclandar  alahrane mneelilba nlant nenally nnder
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The Australasian 29 May 1897

FREAKS OF NATURE IN PLANTS.

The accompanying drawings, nhm\-inﬁ
freaks of nature in the sow tlnslle‘. ‘hf:}
been received fm{n ‘Mr. F. M. Reader,
F.R.HS., of Dimboola. 2

Explanation  of Figures,—No. 1 repre-
gents the wpormal state of the sow

ihistl>  (Sonchua oleracens, LY. Noo 2
abnormal  state ot same.  Here  the
upper part of the stem exhibits compliated
wolitication of the mtorescence, showing
fmlh supernumerary Interal branches of the
infloreseepee,  and ™ then median prolong-
tions of the same branches. In the -
Horcseonee of the lower part of (e stem
e tlorets are nearly all vegularly tubmular,
not Dygolate, as they are usually i reversion
o the typieal state of thengs.  tAflter
Minters. )

The Horsham Times 10 May 1901
(FREAKS OF NATURE IN ANIMALS!)



Riverine Herald 17 June 1901

A chemist named F. M. Reader, of War-
racknabeal, has been committed for trial for
procuring an illegal operation upon a domestic
servant named Flora Burns, who died of
blood poisoning.

Otago Daily Times 22 June 1901

ODwing to the spspicion ihat an illegal
eperation was the cause of (e death at
Warracknabeal  (Vietoria) oo Moy 21 of
Flova Wmns, a0 voune single woman, the
oy was exhuomed, and an inguest held,
The jury famul that death had resnlted as
was stspeeled, and Fo ML Reader, a chemist,
who was present in enstody, was committed
for trial,

The Argus 26 July 1901
A PROSECUTION ABANDONED.

WARRACKNABEAL, Thursday.

Concerning the committal for trial of F.
M. Reader, chemist, of Warracknabeal, by
the deputy coroner’s jury, n econnection
with the death of the girl Flora Bums
from blood poisoming, a telegram has heen
received by the local police to imform all
witnesses not to attend the Supreme Court
at Horshiun, as a nolle prosequi has been
decrded on.

Horsham Times 1 March 1898

AL the miesting of the committeg of the Hor
Juan and Wimmera District Agricultural and
Pastoval Saeiety on Friday afternnon reports
om the woed, Faphorbin Drummaonds, recantly
fottard growing on the society’s grounds, and
anid to I vary plentiful on the Horsham
Cotepon, Erion which place it is suppuosed to
have been heinght, in sand, to the Show
Virvntnd=, ware reard From M S6 Eloy Dialton,
1. L5, engineor t the Lowan Shire, and Mr.
¥, M, Header, V. H.H.5, Dimboola, Both
gontlomovn  agreed in clasang the plant as
prisomies and ne o menmen to stock, espacially
tn n-l:lH!p. The pwimon laid ehiefly in the mi!k)'
sectetiom of the weed, and in the opinion of
Mr. KHoader the plant iv one of the most
poismons in Vietaria, o indoed Anstralia, to
the whole of which it is common. 1€ eaten
the early morming, before it has bean dried by
the heat, the wood is alinost certain to prove
fatal to shesp. 1t is rarely oaten by stock
wxoopt whon other fead in scarca, Ttn action
npon <hoep produces taost extrasrdinary sifects,
The head of the poisined animal swalls to an
pneripons estent and beosmes s heavy that
the <heap cannot support it and therwfors drags
it wlong the ground,.  The enen alan wwell, and
any part of the pounch touched by the powon
turne black.  Very littla of the poisan will
kill u shmegr,  Tn the apanion of Mr, Daiton the
plant 1= an annual one and therefore possible
il pasy erndication, whilst Me, Reader holds
it tu b= a perennial, and consequantly
ditheue to be got rid ol The latter yentlesnan
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recomimenids that the land infested should be
ploughed up and sown with perennial fidder
plants,  As the weed, which grows cluefly on
Tawl that has been overstockad, resista haat to
a remarkahle extent, it is chiefly dangerous in
tha autumn, when the old pasture plants are
shrivalled and the new vegetation has not
apimared. The cordial thanks of the society
wern conveyed to Messm, Dalton and Reader
nod alsor W My Mureay McPherson, of Brim-
paen, by whom the presencs of the weed on
the Show Grounds was it apprahended,

The Leader 2 May 1908

LOST IN A SCRUB.
CASTERTON, Sumday.
A rather disconcerting cxpeoonce hap-
pened to a middle-aged man named Reader,
who is g local chemist, on Faster Momday.
Mr. Reader took advantage of the holiday,
and rode his hicycde to EBtrathdownio,
where he dismounted and wandered into
the heavy timber in search of lerbs, he
being & well known botanist. e lost hid
way, and after tramping several milea
through the bush himsell, down near
Dartmoor. He turned his ecourse ar
wandered back towards Strathdoewnie,
which he reached after two daye’ walking.
He was much fatigwed after his umigoe ex-
pericnce and being without foed.
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By C. G. LLOYD

INTRODUCTORY.

Australin is the richest country in the world in Lycoperdaceae,
and more strange and endemic genera are found there than in any
other continent.  Our knowledge of the subject is based on relatively
scanty material.  Probably not more than a hundred specimens have
reached the mus § Europe and most of these are at Kew. A
majority of the <pecies are known only from a single collection. I do
not feel that the knowledge we have of the subject is more than intro-
ductory.  The work that has been done with the Lycoperdaceae of

stralia is mostly sporadic, scattered descriptions of supposedly “‘new
" by authors who desire to attach their names to them. The
snatic work i is in Cooke's Handbook of Australian Fungi,
chich is a very iplete compilation of this ic work, The
nuthor of this pamphlet has q\u:k fourteen months in the museums of
Europe in a systematic study of all the material to be found there, and
lie has been cnabled to study practically all the type specimens on
which descriptions of Australian species have been based.  In addition
we have solicited our correspond to send us s and desire
to acknow lul;:\ our indebtedness to l'!lL following who have kindly
forwarded specimens

MISS JESSIE DUNN, Wellington, N, 7,
L P 1 S \l!] g, W nabwal, Vietoria,
I :\ Victoria,

clbourne,

Christ Chureh, N. Z,

¥s Australia.

ﬂrwfmll. =, Australin,

(all;ll‘t‘lh N. .

Lt
\\ W. “‘ATT.

Weare alsoadvised of a shipment from 1. McALPINE, Melbourne,
sent 1o our Paris address (107 Boulevard St. Michel) but at the time
this pamyphlet was written the package had not reached us.  Specimens
received are acknowledged in detail under the species to which they
belong,

CORRECTIONS.

The plate= anel the first form were printed in the absenee from home
uthor,  Several mistakes have oeeurre
seotivm melanoee pha

of the

g 7, correct to melanosporum.

Phellorina Delastred page 10, eorrect to Delestred,
Selerod 3 1m, Plate 31, correct o verrucosum,
Castore rudicntus, Plate 38, correct 1o rdicatum.

Selerodermn aurntinewm, Plate 31, eorreet to anrantivm,
C. G. LLOYD,
Paris Address:

107 Boulevard St. Michel, = = Paris, France.
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From Warracknabeal Felix Reader contributed
(along with Robert Laing of “Laing & Black-
well” fame) to the Bulletin of the Lloyd Library of
Botany, Pharmacy and Materia Medica 1910.

TYLOSTOMA PULCHELLUM . —Said to he a minute species that grows on

branches(?),
srenl fo specimens,

It was described by Saceardo (Bull, Soc, Mye. B, p. 118).

I have

We have received Tylostomas very scantily from our Australian correspon-

dents, A single s
Furpua:l recentl

1. G. O. Tepper {Illnpru(rmhug
tomna mammosam of Europe, but it is not that species.

PHELLORINA AUSTRALIS. —Stem short.

rugulose,* light vellow, Gleba bright ochra-
ceous.  Spores globose. rough, -0 mic.

It is with considerable doubt that we
refer a specimen received from F. M. Reader
(Fig. 7) to Berkeley's species  The plant
differs from Phellorina Delastrei in its shorter
stem, the peridium not covered with loose
scales, the bright ochraceous color of the
gleba,  The type specimen of Phellerina
australis { Xylopodiom anstrale Linn. Jour.
18, 171} at Kew is very old, almost without
gleba and has a much longer stem than the
plant sent by Mr  Reader,

Specimens in our Collection.

Warrrackieaben!, Awatralia, F. M. Keater,

imen from F. M. Reader, Victoria, is we think, Tylostoma
escribed from the Western United States.
outh and would ordinarily be referred to Tylos-

A specimenfrom

Outer peridium



The Newstead Echo 3 August 1910

———————————— -

OUR ORCHIDS.

———
By F. M. Rsapun]
of
Among the many beanty spols
ot erenoe Victorin, Newsiond

d its surroundings can
:l':oi: own. It is true we bave no

: snd
lofty mountains, ““mub‘d

precipitous , B8
at M:lnt Bnﬂnm Erica, and others;

of & scothing nature, and = truly
inspiring & “dole far piente” evem
the most indolent of mortal beings
woald vot cavil at. Many forms of
vegetation occur here, from the lofts
Eucalyptus to the tiniest moss, &n
among these the natural

Orchidanae (orchis order, or more
familiarly known as oro_lnq:) are
strongly represented. Mimiery of
forms in Sowers is well exemplified
in these beauntifal and often bizarre
plants, and thus we have among extra-
Australian species—the butterfly or-
chis, (Habenaria bifolia, simultating

. illies are mare| -
our hills, dales and gu | |[beard (Calochilus Robertsoni),

| mumerous others. Oune of the earli

the shape of a butterfly), the bee|
orchis (Ophrys apifers, fly orchis|
(0 mascifera), frog orchis (Haben-|

T

aria viridis), lady's slipper (Cypri
pendium Calicolus), and many others.
Among our own plants, many pretty
and quaint forms grow in the shelter
of that grand heritage of our forests
of valoable timber trees, and there
we have the parrot's head (Pterostylis
nutans), the flower being ali the
world like the head of a parrot;
maosquito orchid or orehis (Cyrtostylis
reniformis) represehting & mosquito ;
spider orchid (Calandenia Patersoni),
the long filamentous sepals and petals
being uncommonly like the sprawli

legs of some spiders; rabbit orchi
(Diuris maculta) ; whiskers or bl

flowering (April to July) are i
of Prasophyllum, leck -nml of |
which there are no less than six

distinct ones ; and, cariously enoug
one of thgso'htn mh'n fo

mania. '
this plant, Prasophyllum
el e i
an will be i

the ‘Mallourte mieutiin’ o
whence it will be made known
over the scientific world. This
may induce some of our ladies

are inclined to pedestrianism. and
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A pity about the typos, but pleasing
to see Mary Reader recognised as a
fellow collector. Various initials
appear on Felix Reader’s herbarium
specimens, apparently acknowledg-
ing those who discovered the
plants—including “M.D.” (Mary
Dunphy, his wife) and “K” (spinster
daughter Katherine [Kate]?).
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Felix Reader's Dimboola Dispensary
by Lesley M Reid, from the Dimboola & District Historical Society 2010 calendar : Sketches of historic Dimboola.
Reproduced courtesy of Dimboola & District Historical Society.
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READER.On the 24th March, at Dimboola, F. M,
‘e Reader, pharmaceutical chemist, beloved husband
of Mary Reader, and beloved father ol  Kate

DIMBOOLA DISPENSARY, = ki, Feite i Mathen. - bindiey, “and

{ TICCHRTA ITRTE
! '! . v, The Horsham Times 31 March 1911
Another death at Dimboola s that of
| ¥Nr. F. M. Reader, chemist, of Domidivola.
1 f B£AD£B the sad event occurring somewhat sud-
| ’ / denly on Friday last. The deceased gon-
) theman was borm gt Berlin, and after
PHARNACEUTICAL AND reaching manhood's estate, he came out

to New Zraland. where, a5 o medica! stu-
. dent. he * walked” one of the principal
. hospitals. In 1887 he came to Victoria
' and settled in Dimboola, opening as a
| rharmacutical chemist. FHere ho re
A Cholce Stock of Palent srd Propristary Wedioines, ! ago he left a-’:‘m .ln bn:(u in
!
!
!

© OPERRIVE CHEMIST

AP -

Perfumery, o:;:” u:, l'.l.v:o Requisiies, Warrackrabeal, in  the Western distriet.
—— o D g P i Sl

A - o Dimboola, - carried on bhusiness
SRR R ematie T | w0 o the time of Mis death.  Deceased
] Cattle Meaiiines - wasa most enthusiastic botanist, and at
: & one time had ;, complete collection of
.T, M‘lﬂ.mﬁ}“ﬁ 1.“‘,‘5]! ]W :rvh?‘nh.d plants.  Hes exchanged ho-
" specimens with France, Germany.

wera highly valued the 14t v
TEETE EXTRACTID, sxé oll Dextal Operstions Mueller—he wan !bfb’dhtom‘ ’ on'.:u't—-m
m.m_ ._! her of new and rare p‘..l.—- apnd it =
Agrivettursl, Tegutabie, Flomer asd Tres Seess, Ssie ai Nelscarsa Prices. ! asserted th‘ alter the hth of the haron

i 2 ' ’ :'M'“ offered 1he post of Government Reader’s Daisy, Brachyscome
R Ytanist.  This honor he reluctantly de- readeri, from an imagge at
As eclectic in his typography as in his practice... clined. Deceased. who was 58 years of http://saseedbank.com.au/
Felix Reader’s advertisement, reproduced courtesy of the ~ ®4®: leaves a wife, three daughters and species_information.php?rid-758

. PR S . two sons
Dimboola and District Historical Society ° &
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